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HOLY MASS 

 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:00pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:30, and 11:30  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   due to non-availability of the church, all confessions  
    are by appointment only 

 Daily   after the 12 Noon Mass (Please approach the priest) 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 

  

900 Darlington Ave. 
Mahwah, NJ 07430   
www.iccmahwah.org   
201-327-1276 

March 1, 2020 1st Sunday of Lent (A)  Gn 2:7–9; 3:1–7   Rom 5:12–19   Mt 4:1–1 

MARYREST CHAPEL 
Our temporary venue of Weekend Masses during our Church Renovation 

If only temptation was obvious, we might 
have a better chance of avoiding it. But 
sometimes it’s so subtle. It often 
disguises itself as something rather 
attractive. This is precisely what 
happened in the Garden of Eden. 
Scripture says temptation takes on a 
living form—a serpent that convinces the 
woman that the fruit of the wisdom tree 
will make them “like gods, who know 
good and evil” (Genesis 3:5).  
 

 
 
 

Who wouldn’t jump at such a possibility? 
Actually, who hasn’t already fallen into 
that trap—acting as if we are God, 
thinking we know everything or wishing 
to be in complete control? Our faith 
certainly encourages us to become more 

and more like God. What made 
that desire wrong was the way 
Adam and Eve sought to become 
like gods in their own way, not 
God’s way. 
 
The Gospel passage tells us that 
Jesus also was tempted. Who 
doubts that Jesus wanted to be 
successful in his ministry? But 
what would he do to ensure 
success? Would he use divine 
power to attract a following? No! 
Would he call upon God to 
protect him from 
misunderstanding, rejection, 
even physical harm? No! Would 
he bargain with the devil, who 

obviously exercised power over many 
people? No! That was not the way he 
would be the Messiah. Unlike the couple 
in the Garden, Jesus recognized what was 
wrong even when it was disguised as 
something good. How good are we at 
recognizing temptation in our lives? 

Try It! You’ll Like It! 

 
For Reflection : 
  In what ways does temptation sometimes trick you?  
 What can you do so you won’t be tricked? 



 
We’re now just over two months into the new 
year, and of course, many people are still 
hanging in there with their diet, exercise or 
other self-improvement resolutions. You’re 
probably not quite to the point where you 
hang your laundry on the treadmill, but maybe 
your resolve is weakening a bit. Will 
temptation finally win out? Will you say, “Oh, 
what the heck. I’ll just buy the next size up 
and stop torturing myself”? 
 
I think many of us have learned that a very 
effective way to keep ourselves on track is to 
have a partner or buddy to encourage us and 
help us when our enthusiasm is fizzling out. 
The person you walk or jog with isn’t going to 
let you get away with saying, “I think I’ll skip 
it today because it might be raining in Italy.” 
You’ll coax, cajole or even embarrass your 
friend into sticking with the program and 
they’ll do the same for you. In fact, this model 
of accountability is built into many successful 
self-help and recovery programs like AA or 
Weight Watchers or Gamblers Anonymous. 
When you might be tempted to throw in the 
towel, your companion is there to support you 
over the bump in the road. 
 
Why is it that even when we have a good plan 
and a goal that’s important to us, we still can 
give up when the right temptation comes 
along? I’m afraid that’s part of the human 
condition since the Fall in the Garden of 
Eden. Who hasn’t been tempted? Who hasn’t 
struggled with giving up one thing we think is 
good to get gratified by a competing 
allurement? Sweat and push my body to lose 
two pounds so I can get into a snazzy new 
outfit or have this delicious and satisfying 
tiramisu from the Olive Garden? Hmm… 
choices. 
 
The point of the matter is, life is jam-packed 
with temptations and those who tempt. 
Resisting temptation can be very hard. After 
all, temptation takes so many subtle and not-
so-subtle forms: sex, prestige, comfort, 
money, power, food, success, a desire for 
fame. These are just a few examples. 
 
If it’s any consolation, it would be very good 
to remember that even our Lord himself was 

tempted. In the Gospel today, we hear how the 
devil took Jesus up to a very high mountain 
and showed him all the treasures and 
enticements of the world. He said to him, “All 
these I shall give to you, if you will prostrate 
yourself and worship me.” Did Jesus consider 
the devil’s overture? We’d like to think no but 
really, who knows? Remember, our faith 
teaches us that Jesus experienced everything 
we do except sin. To consider a temptation 
before rejecting it is not a sin; it’s just a 
morally neutral deliberation. 
 
This time of Lent that we’re just embarking 
on is meant to be an important occasion to 
grow closer to God and to better embrace his 
will. What happens, though, is that it’s easy to 
start strong and then peter out. Oh, you may 
hang in there and do what you committed to 
do but maybe your heart is no longer in it. 
You’re just wishing Lent would be over so 
you could go back to normal. Really, it takes a 
lot of determination and stamina to stick with 
anything for forty days particularly something 
that involves self-denial! 
 
That’s why I’d like to propose to you to find 
yourself a partner so you can successfully 
make it through Lent and have some great 
spiritual accomplishment. Start thinking about 
whom you might ask. This practice of buddy 
system is best for husbands and wives as you 
progress spiritually together as a couple. 
 
Two of the most important penitential 
practices and disciplines of the spiritual life 
are prayer and fasting. We especially 
emphasize these in this holy season. That’s 
why during Lent many people pray more 
rosaries, the stations, weekday mass and that’s 
why people fast by giving up things like social 
media especially Facebook, candy, beer, meat 
or even TV. We understand that in a 
mysterious way, God blesses our efforts and 
draws us closer to him. 
 
I’d ask you to think about what you’d be 
willing to pray for, what you’d be willing to 
fast for. Let your request be as crazy or 
outlandish or improbable as you like. Nothing 
is impossible for God. 
 
Do you remember the famous passage in 
Isaiah where God wants to bless King Ahaz 
and told him: “Ask the Lord your God for a 
sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the 
highest heights.” Ahaz wouldn’t do it. He 
said, “I will not ask; I will not put the Lord to 
the test.” And God was weary of this 
foolishness. That’s when he announced that 
the virgin would be with child, Emmanuel (Isa 
7:10-14). 
 
So: let me ask you again. What do you want 
to pray and fast for this Lent? Is it a miracle? 
A physical healing when the doctors say no 
way? Is it some revelation about what God 
would like you to do with your life? Are you 
brave enough to form the prayer request and 
then actually ask for it? 
 
With a prayer and fasting partner in other 
words, when both of you are praying and 
fasting for the same exact thing and 

encouraging each other to stick with it, you’ll 
greatly intensify the effectiveness. Think 
about Jesus’ beautiful words later in 
Matthew’s Gospel: “Again, I tell you that if 
two of you on earth agree about anything you 
ask for, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. For where two or three come 
together in my name, there am I with 
them” (Mt 18:19-20). 
 
The beauty of this buddy system is not just 
that God might answer an awesome prayer, 
but rather that you will learn to pray and fast 
better, that you will learn to trust God and 
neighbor more, that you will become a more 
deeply spiritual person and that you will 
experience both the discipline and intense joy 
of Lent. As today’s Gospel concludes: “Then 
the devil left him and, behold, the angels came 
and ministered to him.” 
 
Find a companion for your Lenten journey, 
share with each other your special dreams and 
prayers and get your program underway. May 
the rich blessings of this sacred season flood 
into both your lives. 
 
 

 

invites you to a  
5-DAY FUN GETAWAY 

to 
CAPE COD , Massachusetts 

including  
CHATHAM,  PLYMOUTH & BOSTON 

 

SEPTEMBER 21-25,2020 
$600.00 per person (double occupancy) 

$169.00—single supplement 
$200.00 deposit due by Feb. 2, 2020 

Balance due by May 9, 2020 
Cancellation Insurance—Highly recommended 

Double: $59 Basic     $79Enhanced 
Single: $71  Basic     $92 Enhanced 

No refunds unless enrolled in cancellation insurance. 
Enhanced Plan covers a pre-existing condition and must be 

enrolled in within 14 days of making your initial deposit. 
Package includes:  

* 4 nights lodging     * 4 Breakfast  * 3 dinners 
Fully Escorted Tours 

 

FOR INFORMATION & RESERVATION: 
ICAPS  

Peg Thornton - 201-529-3355 



 FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

DEACON JOSEPH YANDOLI 
Permanent Deacon 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Religious Education Coordinator 
reled@iccmahwah.org 
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

EILEEN MOYNAHAN 
Respect Life Ministry Coordinator 
emoynahan@hotmail.com 
 

PEG THORNTON 
5:00 & 7:30 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
9:30 & 11:30  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
Parish Legal Assistant 
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events  Coordinator 
 

JAKE MURKEN 
Altar Servers Coordinator 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
LINDA POWLEY 
Trustee 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

SOUND SYSTEM  
SHARED MEMORIALIZATION  

 

I am especially campaigning for more contributors for our new Sound 
System because of its importance in our Renovation Project. I know that 
the $ 38,961.00  is quite a big amount for one family. So, I came up with 
the proposal that you can still contribute to the purchase of the Sound 
System in any amount that is affordable to you and your family.  
We will acknowledge our Sound System Donors in the following 
category: 
 

PATRONS  - $3,000.00 and above 
BENEFACTORS - $2,000.00 - $2,999.00 
DONORS  - $1,000.00 - $1,999.00 
SPONSORS  - $999.00 and below 

2020 ANNUAL APPEAL 
 

The theme of the 2020 Annual Appeal is “Shining 
the Light of Christ.” As disciples, we are 
individually called to radiate the love of God in our 
work, our relationships, our service and our giving 
(cf. Mt. 5:16). As a Catholic faith community, our 
common worship, hospitality, pastoral care and 
ministry reflects this love to the wider community. 
By sharing our time, unique talents, and personal 
treasure, we participate in shining the light of Christ 
ever more brightly. 
 
As members of the Catholic Church of Newark, we 
are united by a common mission entrusted to us by 
Jesus Christ - to proclaim the Gospel, to pass on the 
faith to the next generation through the celebration 
of the sacraments, to care for the poor and 

vulnerable, and to form our future priests. The 2020 Annual Appeal binds us 
more closely to this mission through our stewardship of God's many gifts. 
 
Your support of this year's Annual Appeal will have a direct impact on the lives 
of those served through the ministries and programs of this Archdiocese. 
 

Sunday, February 2 was PLEDGE SUNDAY. Please return 
PLEDGE FORM in any given Sunday.  Our parish goal has 
been reduced from $34,700.00 to $20,000.00 due to our current 
fund raising for our renovation project.  



LENT 
a journey through 

SUNDAYS OF LENT MASSES 
 Saturday at 4:00 pm; Sunday at 7:30, 9:30 & 11:30 am 

 MARYREST CHAPEL 
   

Daily Masses 
12 noon in GALILEE HALL  

STATIONS OF THE CROSS 
Every Friday after the 12 noon Mass  

LENTEN FAMILY WEDNESDAY, March 25 
  
 SOUP SUPPER, 5:00 – 7:30 PM 
 FILM SHOWING: THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST; 7:30 PM 

LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION AND PENANCE SERVICE 
Wednesday, April 1; 7:30 PM 



Honor Gifts or Memorial Opportunities 
 
As our church renovation project is about to begin, I would like to thank all of you especially those who support this 
project through your financial contribution, active involvement in planning and those who prayed with us. Since our 
Church Renovation Budget does not include the church furnishings and fixtures, we are pleased to present our 
MEMORIALIZATION AND HONOR GIFTS CAMPAIGN as part of our efforts to raise the funds for our 
church furniture. The memorial or honor gift is a permanent and lasting testimony to your loved one.  One or more  
individuals or families can share the cost of each item. 
 
 

PAYMENTS 
You don’t need to pay the whole pledge amount at once. You can do it on an installment 
basis according to your capability.   
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
As our way of saying thanks to you, all those who contributed to the Capital Campaign and 

those who donated for the Honor Gifts and Memorialization Program  and those who 
are being honored and/or memorialized will be acknowledged. Their names will be grandly 

displayed in perpetuity on an exquisite Donors and Memorial Wall which will stand as a 
testament to the generosity of our family and friends. No plaque or marker will be attached to 
the furniture.   
 

 New Immaculate Conception Marble Statue by the Stairs Landing $35,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Antique statue of John the Baptist Baptizing Jesus (TAKEN) 
 Tabernacle - $16,000.00  (TAKEN) 
 New Baptismal Font - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 New Carillon Bells - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Altar of Sacrifice with Marble Top = $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 High Altar of the Tabernacle with Marble Reredo - $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Ambo - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of St. Joseph - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Niche of the Blessed Virgin Mary by the Stairs Landing - $5,000.00  (TAKEN) 
 Niche of St. John baptizing Jesus by the Baptismal Font - $5,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Regal Hanging Sanctuary Lamp Holder - $2,900.00 (TAKEN) 
 The Presider’s Chair $2,900.00 (TAKEN) 
 Processional Cross - $ 2,500.00 (TAKEN) 
 Church Pews - $ 1,800.00 each  (1 pew is available) 
 New Sound System by Monte Brothers - $ 38,961.00 ($10,180.00 have been contributed) 
 New Confessional Room - $35,000.00 
 7 Marble base of the Stations of the Cross - $2,000.00 each  
 2 Regal Floor Candle Stand for the Altar of the Eucharist - $1,900.00 each 
 6 Secondary Sanctuary Chairs for Deacon,  Altar Servers, Lectors and Cantors - $650.00 
 1 is TAKEN 
 Credence Table and Offertory Tables 



ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION ST. PATRICK’S DAY CELEBRATION 

Pregnant and parenting moms in need are in our parishes and 
our neighborhoods. As Pope Francis reminds us, our parishes 
need to be “islands of mercy in the midst of a sea of 
indifference.”  
 
The USCCB is excited to share a new initiative, Walking with 
Moms in Need: A Year of Service, which will begin March 
25, 2020 on the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul II’s 
landmark pro-life encyclical, The Gospel of Life.  As part of 
this nationwide effort, our monthly prayer intentions and 
reflections now through March 2021 will focus on the needs of 
pregnant and parenting moms of young children in our parishes 
and our neighborhoods.  More information about this Year of 
Service is available at www.usccb.org.   
 
To make this a very tangible effort at Immaculate Conception 
Chruch, I ask that – with permission – you share the needs of 
any pregnant or parenting mom in our local area who may need 
assistance.  Please notify Eileen Moynahan, coordinator for the 
ICC Respect Life Ministry, at emoynahan@hotmail.com or 
(845) 304-8181 should you identify anyone who could use our 
help, be it material or spiritual.  We’d especially like to support 
pregnant and parenting students at the high school, college, and 
graduate school levels. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the Marian Blue Wave! 
 
Across the country, Catholics are signing up to become part of 
the Marian Blue Wave (MBW).  Simply commit to praying a 
weekly rosary with the intention of ending all abortion and 
shutting down every Planned Parenthood facility in the U.S. 
 
It’s easy to sign up: go to www.marianbluewave.com/rosary to 
commit to this spiritual practice.  (Hint: This makes for a great 
Lenten discipline as well!)  The folks at Marian Blue Wave 
have helpfully provided a downloadable .pdf on praying the 
rosary and would love to send you an MBW bumper sticker as 
well. 
 
Fun fact: Once you sign up, your town is represented with a 
blue dot on the online MBW map.  Get friends and family to 
register so that we can cover the map with Marian blue! 

 
JOIN OUR PARISH 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY 
 

Please email Eileen Moynahan 
emoynahan@hotmail.com 

http://www.usccb.org
mailto:emoynahan@hotmail.com
http://www.marianbluewave.com/rosary


Saturday, February 29 

9:00 a.m.   Marie Yaccarino by Fran Schwick 

4:00 p.m.   Living & Deceased Members of the parish 
 

Sunday, March 1  First Sunday of Lent 

7:30 a.m.  Noreen Verrinda Ewing by George & Vinora Wagner 

9:30 a.m.  Peg Goodwine by the McCrimlisk Family 

11:30 a.m.  Joseph Cafasso by Marie & John Laganella 
 

Monday,  March 2 

12:00 p.m.  Kelly Ann Kamp by Mom & Dad 
 

Tuesday, March 3 St. Katherine Drexel 

12:00 p.m.  Pat Heller by Minnie & Peter Pascual 
 

Wednesday, March 4 St. Casmir 

12:00 p.m.  Jerry Hymowitz by Sam & Oscar Pena 
 

Thursday, March 5 

12:00 p.m.  Patrick Roe by the Roe Family 

 Annie Wolf by Rachel Spitaletta 
 

Friday, March 6 World Day of Prayer 

12:00 p.m.  Mishele Barakat by Philip & Marsha DeVencentis 
 

Saturday, March 7 St. Perpetua & Felicity, Martyrs 

9:00 a.m.   Joseph G. McCrimlisk by McCrimlisk Family 

4:00 p.m.   Patrick Joseph DiMartino by Godwin Family 
 

Sunday, March 8 2nd Sunday of Lent 

7:30 a.m.   Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 

9:30 a.m.  June Higgins McCrimlisk by McCrimlisk Family 

11:30 a.m.  Charles Lauber by Marina, Bruce & Family 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Frank Postolowski, Jeanne Paolillo, Christopher Zullo,  
Courtney Colucci, Mercedes Tabije, Ron Fatigate, Vincent 

Brosnan,  Anita A. Herpst, John Chmielowicz,  
Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina,  

Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  
Era Ocampo, Homer Pabustan, Ma. Neny Pabustan,   

Nemia Consunto,  Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker,  
Gene Boylan,  John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby,  Matthew Donohue,   
Cristin Famularo,  Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh,  
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,   

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland,   

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,   

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,   
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina,  
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon,  

Nicholas Androulidakis, Bernadette Hock 

  

IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE IN SIGNING UP  TO THIS 
NEW ONLINE GIVING,  

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH  OFFICE. 
WE WILL BE MORE THAN HAPPY TO ASSIST YOU 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

Weekend of 02/23/2020 - $ 2,313.00 
Eastern & Central Europe  - $ 550.00 

Restricted for Utilities - $ 270.00 
 
 

With your generous stewardship, You are supporting 
 our various Parish Ministries.  Thank You!

SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
 
How to Report Abuse 
 

The Archdiocese of Newark takes very seriously any and all 
complaints of sexual misconduct by members of the clergy, religious 
and lay staff of the Archdiocese. We encourage anyone with 
knowledge of an act of sexual misconduct to inform the Archdiocese 
immediately so that we may take appropriate action to protect 
others and provide support to victims of sexual abuse. Individuals 
who need to report an allegation of sexual misconduct may do by 
calling the Victim's Assistance Coordinator of the Archdiocesan 
Office of Child and Youth Protection at 201-407-3256.   

WEDDING ANNIVERSARY MASSES 
Each year the Archbishop joyfully celebrates Mass at the 
Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark to pay tribute 
to couples who are celebrating milestone years, as well as other 
couples who value the Sacrament of Matrimony. 
 
Marriage is a vital structure and institution in our society. These 
Anniversary Masses are a way in which the Church can continue 
to honor and uphold these sacramental unions, and, at the same 
time, the celebrating couples can be re-energized in their 
marriages.  
 
If you or someone you know is celebrating a milestone year of 
marriage or would simply enjoy attending an Anniversary Mass, 
please contact your home parish to register to attend the Mass 
and to receive an anniversary certificate. 
 

The Dates of the Anniversary Masses for 2020: 
Sunday, April 19, 2020 @ 3pm 

All Counties - 5th & 25th Wedding Anniversaries 
Sunday, May 3, 2020 @ 3pm 

All Counties - 50th Wedding Anniversaries 


