
HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 5:00pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:30, and 11:30  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 1st Friday   during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

BEGINNING NEXT WEEK 
May 11, 2019 

 

Daily Mass - 12:00 Noon 
Saturday Mass - 9:00 am 

 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm 

Sunday Masses - 7:30; 9:30; 11:30 am 
 

Confession - Saturday - 4:30 pm 

900 Darlington Ave., Mahwah, NJ 07430   
www.iccmahwah.org  *  201-327-1276

MAY 5, 2019 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Even though we celebrated Easter two 
weeks ago, the events in today’s gospel 
actually took place on Easter Sunday. 
The poor apostles were in shock with 
everything that happened over the 
preceding days—and especially over the 
latest bombshell. The girls, and then 
Peter, had all been to Jesus’ tomb and 
found the stone rolled away and the grave 
empty. Probably a million questions were 
going through their minds as they tried to 
figure out just what had happened. Where 
was Jesus? What happened to him? Did 
somebody take his body? What were the 
Romans up to now? Or was this 
something that the Pharisees had 
masterminded?  

 

Just the week before, Jesus had come into 
Jerusalem to shouts of joy and songs of 
hosanna. His path was covered with palm 
branches and the cloaks of his admirers. 
Folks listened with eagerness to his 
teaching. He and his companions 
celebrated a beautiful and moving 
Passover. And then he was betrayed, 
arrested, subjected to a mock trial, found 
guilty, and crucified until death like a 
common criminal. Now even his body 
went missing. It all happened so fast. 
And now it all seemed to be over. No 
wonder these two wanted to get out of 
town. 

 

So here they were, walking along, when a 
stranger joined them and intruded into 
their sadness and confusion in their time 
of privacy and intimacy. It was Jesus, of 
course, but they didn’t recognize him and 
he didn’t identify himself. And even if he 
had, I wonder if the two would have 
believed him. Instead, he simply engaged 
them in conversation. He asked what they 
were talking about. They were amazed 
that he didn’t know what had happened 
in Jerusalem. 

 

Even in the best of times, there’s always 
a certain ambiguity about a stranger. Will 
the stranger be a friend or a foe? Can this 
unknown person be trusted? Is it safe to 
open up to him? Given the circumstances 
and political climate of those days, I 

would have thought they would have 
been afraid to reveal themselves as 
disciples, but maybe they were just too 
nervous or shell-shocked to think 
straight. 

 

You know how when a disaster happens 
or someone famous dies, people just 
can’t talk about anything else? We all 
have our own interpretation of what 
happened and like to discuss it endlessly. 
So I guess we shouldn’t be surprised that 
these two disciples thought they knew all 
about what had happened with Jesus. 
They thought his ministry was over. 
There wasn’t even a tomb to visit. No, 
death was about as final as you could get. 
Maybe they thought Jesus blew it. Maybe 
they were feeling angry and let down. 
Surely they were grieving. 

 

Walking has always been one of my 
favorite ways to work things out. When I 
don’t know what to do or don’t want to 
do something I have to do, I go for a 
walk. Thanks for the Ramapo 
Reservation, God knows where to put 
me. Sometimes I pray. Sometimes I talk 
to myself. I hope nobody seen me talking 
to myself. Often I don’t know the 
difference! That’s why I imagine that 
walking and talking was good for these 
men, too. Maybe their long walk to 
Emmaus was a kind of prayer to help 
them clear their heads and sort things out.  

 

As with us, Jesus knew they would have 
to babble on for a while before they 
would be ready to get some answers 
before they would even know what 
questions to ask. So he let them talk, and 
he walked with them. He was there, but 
he was a stranger. 

 

In the Scriptures, the stranger, 
surrounded by ambiguity, is often a 
symbol of the future, our unknown life 
that lies ahead. In fact, because all life 
comes from God, we can say that the 
stranger in a way comes to represent 
God. So the way 
that someone 
welcomes a stranger 
reveals their basic 
stance toward the 
future, life and 
ultimately God. 

 

This gospel about 
meeting the stranger 
on the road to 
Emmaus, then, is a 
story about trust. 
The critical moment 
in the story came 
when the two 
disciples reached the 
city gates and had to 
decide whether or 
not to invite this 

fellow who had been walking with them 
to their home. In other words, despite 
their pain, would the disciples still trust 
that life, the future, and even God himself 
were trustworthy and good? 
At that special, critical moment, the 
disciples turned to the stranger and said, 
“Stay with us.” As a result of their trust, 
even after the painful loss of their most 
precious hope, they received the promise 
of God for a future beyond their wildest 
dreams. Here is where Jesus gave them a 
sign. He broke bread and gave it to them 
as a reminder that although his body had 
been broken, his promise had not. He still 
walked with them. 

 

As always, the living word of God is 
more than just a historical recounting of a 
past event. It has deep meaning for us 
today, here and now. At various points in 
life, we all meet up with strangers, often 
when we want nothing more than privacy 
or some space. We all are touched by 
painful losses that God permits to happen 
and that may really throw us for a loop. 

 

When that happens, when we’re reeling 
from life’s hard blows, we would do well 
to remember today’s Gospel. It 
challenges us to keep our faith even when 
we’ve lost our hope. It assures us that no 
matter what life seems to be dishing out, 
Christ is very much with us. It teaches us 
that if we’re willing to trust life as God 
offers it to us, then we will discover 
Christ present to us in wondrous ways 
that we have yet to recognize, but some 
day we will. 

 

Yes, Christ’s promise to those two 
disciples on the road to Emmaus is also 
his promise to us. He still walked with 
them, and he still walks with us—on any 
old road we happen to be traveling. May 
we always remember that and believe it.  
 

 



 

Saturday, May 4                       
9:00 a.m.       Stephen Cimis by Ginny Cox-Westwood & 

Lorene Cox 
4:30 p.m.       Living and deceased members of the parish  
 

Sunday, May 5 Third Sunday of Easter 
7:30 a.m.       Elsie Melnick by the Sciorra 

Family                         
9:00 a.m.       Barholomew & Mary Moynahan by Eileen 

Moynahan & Ed Diaz                    
10:30 a.m.     Daniel Fox by Lorene Cox 
12:00 p.m.     Michael W. Conte by Colleen Garbe    

     

 Monday, May 6 
12:00 p.m.    Anastasia Economide by John & Jeanne Chmielowiec  
 

Tuesday, May 7 
12:00 p.m.    Stephen Cimis by the Zack Family  
 

Wednesday, May 8 
12:00 p.m.    Michael Fernandini by James & Maryann Griffin 
 

Thursday, May 9 
12:00 p.m     Dr. Corwin by James & Maryann Griffin       
 

 Friday, May 10 
 12:00 p.m.    Anne Barrett by the Walsh Family        
 

Saturday, May 11                     
9:00 a.m.      Stephen Cimis by I.C.A.P.s 
5:00 p.m.      Josephine Zingaro by Lia Chagris  

   

Sunday, May 12 Fourth Sunday of Easter – MOTHER’S DAY 
7:30 a.m.      For All Mothers                              
9:30 a.m.      For All Mothers                  
11:30 a.m.    For All Mothers 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Courtney Colucci, Frederick Hettinger, Mercedes Tabije, 
Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Vincent Brosnan,  

Anita A. Herpst,  John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado,  
Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca,  

Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay, Era Ocampo,  
Ma. Neny Pabustan, Nemia Consunto,  Staci Alfano,   

Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan,  
John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos,  

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue,  
Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, 
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,  

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, 

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,  

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,  
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina, 
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon, 

Nicholas Androulidakis, John Donnangelo 

  
STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

APRIL 27/28 

Ordinary Collection - $ 3,647.00 

Assessment - $ 2,692.00 
 

  

“As they were marching out, they came upon a man of 
Cyrene, Simon by name; this man they pressed into 

service to carry his cross.”  MATTHEW 27:32 

The Lord calls us to love God and to love our neighbor. 
Every day we are presented with opportunities to love 
our neighbor and help him “carry his cross”. These 
opportunities aren’t usually big events, they are usually 
ordinary occurrences like helping someone carry their 
groceries or holding the door open for them. The key is 
putting the other person’s needs before our own and 
not expecting anything in return. 

'



FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
5:00 & 7:30 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
9:30 & 11:30  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

 

We are being blessed with the very rare opportunity to see and venerate 800-year-old relic of  
Saint Anthony of Padua on June 15. The relic is on its “World Tour”. It will come from the 
Pontifical Basilica of St. Anthony in Padua, Italy. The relic is a slivers of skin from his cheek. 
The relic will be accompanied by Father Alessandro Ratti, one of fifty-four OFM Conventual 
Franciscan Friars who minister in the Basilica where the Saint is buried. St. Francis and St. 
Anthony of Padua knew each other during their lifetime in the 13th century. 
 

Saint Anthony is probably the saint that is most prayed to of all the saints, probably best known 
as the saint of lost things. So that if you have lost something you pray to Saint Anthony and most 
often you find it a little bit later. But of course over the years people have prayed for their health, 
healing from all diseases, family peace, anything that is in their hearts, they have prayed to Saint 
Anthony. He was only 36 years old when he died yet he was made a saint in the fastest time, in 
what we call a world record, in less than a year after his death. Normally it takes years and years 
before someone is declared a saint. the saint's appeal had endured through the centuries and now 
millions of people visit his tomb in Italy each year.  
 
Saint Anthony was a person of peace, we would hope that by taking the relic around, giving 
people to opportunity to venerate the relic and be close to Saint Anthony as an intercessor to God 
that some people might find some peace, some healing. It's not pleasant what is happening at the 
moment, we would hope that in time that things will find their way and be settled and we would 
hope that Saint Anthony would help us in this course.  
 
During the veneration, you can write your petitions to St. Anthony and a Franciscan Friar 
will bring all these petitions to Padua, Italy and they will be placed at the tomb of St. 
Anthony. 
 

"By inviting us to venerate the mortal remains of the martyrs and saints, the Church does not 
forget that, in the end, these are indeed just human bones, but they are bones that belonged 
to individuals touched by the living power of God. The relics of the saints are traces of that 
invisible but real presence which sheds light upon the shadows of the world and reveals the 
Kingdom of Heaven in our midst. They cry out with us and for us: "Maranatha!" - "Come, Lord 
Jesus!."  (Pope Benedict, World Youth day in Cologne Germany in 2005) 

 

Please spread this good news to your parishes, to your family, friends and especially to 
people who most need the intercession of the great St. Anthony of Padua. 



HONOR OR REMEMBER YOUR MOTHER ON MOTHERS’ DAY 
 

 

MOTHERS’ DAY ENVELOPES 
Honor our wonderful mothers, living and deceased on Mothers’ Day. Envelopes are in the pews today. Please return 
envelopes with your donation on or before Sunday, May 5. Names of mothers that you are honoring or remembering will 
be listed in our parish bulletin on Mother’s Day, May 12.  
 

COMPLIMENTARY MOTHERS’ DAY CARDS 
After you have returned your Mother’s day envelope, you may pick up a MOTHER’S DAY CARD in the back of the 
church. There are two different cards. One card is for the living mother which you can give to the mother, wife or friend 
you are honoring to let her know that she and her intentions are remembered in all the Mother’s Day Masses in our 
parish. The other card is for the deceased mother, wife or friend which you can give to the family of the person you are 
remembering.  THE CARDS ARE FREE and compliment of our parish. 

MAY 12, 2019 

Immaculate Conception Church is blessed with so many 
people who give generously of their time, talent and 
treasure. We could not fulfill our mission without 
dedicated partners in ministry like you. A good number of 
our parishioners are regular members of the various 
ministries, committees and councils of our parish. But 
there are also many of you who occasionally come and 
step up to the plate when needed. You too are our partners 
in ministry. 
 

In the spirit of PENTECOST, the birthday of the church 
and with heartfelt appreciation, we would like to invite all 
regular and occasional partners in ministry to join us at 
the Partners in Ministry Appreciation Dinner on Saturday, 
June 8 after the 5:00 PM Mass in Marian Hall. 

 

Personal and individual invitations will not be sent in 
order to include everyone who in one way or another has offered to offer their time, talent and treasure in service to our 
church and whose identity is not known to us. 
 

To also celebrate PENTECOST, we would suggest that we wear something RED, otherwise feel free to come in an attire 
you are comfortable with. 

 

RSVP cards are available in the back of the church. We need to know the number of those coming for preparation 
purposes. Please drop RSVP cards in collection basket or in the parish office on or before June 1. We assure everyone 
that we will have a great evening together. Thank you very much. 

 

 



 

Empowering for Kids, Life-Changing for the Whole Family 
 The kids engage their faith using their God’s Park app for IOS and Android.  

 Faith is, all of a sudden, hands-on and ‘in-touch’! 

 Fun, educational games and interactive loops allow the kids to enjoy their 
journey to faith discovery. 

 Offline action plans connect the kids to their families, the Church and larger 
community. 

 Families have access to numerous Gospel-themed animation videos, 
providing a wholesome catechesis to all. 

Online / Offline Learning 
Individual kids will be using iPads, 
Tablets or smart phones during catechism 
sessions. God’s Park application will be 
downloaded for individual use both in the 
classroom and at home. Interactive online 
world provides digital resources and full-
curricular materials to supplement faith 
formation platforms.   
 
Mobile Access 
The app helps familiarize kids with Bible 
stories; learn their catechesis; meet the 
saints; know and memorize their prayers; 
put faith lessons in lived practice – all in 
a fun and interactive way. 
 
Handcrafted for Kids 
God’s Park is hands-on faith immersion 
for kids, who can learn through a  multi-
touch system – touching the gadget, 
touching the heart of Christian faith and 

being in-touch with the real world of 
family, community and church life. 
 
Curriculum-Partnered 
The lessons adapt easily to existing 
curricula, mirroring the outlines of the 
Catechism of Catholic Church (CCC). 
 
Story-Rich 
Animated Gospel stories and Bible 
characters come to life in ways that relate 
to kids and parents. The exciting 
animation videos and lessons center on 
the Gospel stories and Bible times.  
 
Keep in Touch 
Kids’ posts and parents’ blogs connect 
insights and reflections with experiences. 
 
Game-Immersive 
Games and fun activities that seamlessly 
tie to faith lessons and offline 

applications. The game mechanics 
increase motivation and trigger high-
energy participation. The gamefied 
learning actually speaks the kids’ 
language.  
 
Innovations in Learning Style 
Giving premium to contemporary “tacit 
learning” and shifting from a teaching-
based to a learning-based approach 
through kids’ engagement with the 
religious world. 
 
Praxis-Oriented 
Practical, offline action plans are cool and 
fun ways to translate learnings to concrete 
action and concrete Christian living 
 
Mission Adventures 
The online lessons lead to offline action 
plans and lived Christian practices. 

Immaculate Conception Church will bring faith formation programs in dialogue with the emerging digital culture.  It is new 
fun way of learning  the faith. God’s Park is a new digital approach to catechesis. It is a catechetical game app that is solidly 
Catholic, kid-friendly and engagingly fun. We will first offer this program to Grades 1-4. Grades 5-8 will use the program in 
part along with the traditional classroom instruction.  



We are pleased to announce that 
Immaculate Conception Church now 
has contracted with our bulletin 
publishing company as our online 
giving provider. Online giving has 
always been an option in our parish 
– a convenient and secure way to 
make your weekly faith and 
sacrificial giving.   We thank those 
who are already in the system and 
with this new company, we would 
like to encourage each and every 
parishioner to choose this option.  
 
When you choose to give online, 
your donation will transfer directly 
to our bank account.  This is a 
convenience for you as you no 
longer need to remember to stop by 
the ATM or remember to bring your 
checkbook.  It also helps us as 
recurring donations provide 
consistency and efficiency, easing 
the work for our back office 
administration.  
 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Electronic Funds Transfer enables you to 
have your weekly offering automatically 
debited from your checking account or 
credit card.  
 
You choose how much to give, how often 
to give, and what method of payment is to 
be used. You can also make special 
offertory donations for second 
collections, capital campaigns, and 
special events. 
 

Itʼs Fast, Simple and Secure 
To get started, you can visit our parish 
website at www.iccmahwah.org and click 
on the Parish Giving Logo. This will take 
you to the registration page for our parish.   
 
You have the option to create a Profile 
while on our giving page, which will give 
you the ability to log in at any time to 
view your prior online donations or make 
changes to any recurring gifts you may 
have scheduled.  Whether you choose to 

create a Profile or not, you can setup a 
one-time or recurring donation and 
designate your donation to any of our 
categories of giving.  
 

After completing registration, select from 
the various contributions for your parish. 
Some contributions are recurring, while 
others are processed only once. All 
contributions are processed once a month. 
When finished, pick the preferred billing 
method and billing date. 
 

You can view your contribution history, 
edit upcoming contributions and change 
your billing date and/or billing method if 
necessary. 
 

Protecting Your Security 
Parish Giving adheres to the 
strictest guidelines 
regarding the security of the 
financial information you 
provide.  
 

Parish Giving utilizes the 
strongest SSL encryption 
technology available, the 
same technologies 
employed by financial and 
banking institutions.  
 

We are PCI compliant and 
safeguard our systems with advanced 
firewall, thorough anti-virus and 
aggressive anti-hacking technologies. 
 

Why Choose Electronic 
Funds Transfer as  Your 

Means of Gifting? 
 

Simplicity – You will appreciate the 
simplicity of the system and the ability to 
make updates, changes and one-time 
donations.   
 

Convenience – No more searching for the 
checkbook or Sunday morning stops at 
the ATM machine. 
 
Tax Benefits – For tax purposes, you will 
be able to print a report detailing your 
contributions for the year. 
 

Parish Benefits – Our parish will 
experience a substantial increase in 
stewardship while significantly reducing 
administrative costs.  
 

When you give online,  
the following payment 
methods are available 

  
eChecks: This is a very cost effective 
way to give to [Your Organization].  By 
entering your bank’s routing and account 
number, you can make a one-time or 
recurring donation. 
  
Credit & Debit Cards: We understand 
that many people use debit cards as an 
alternative to paper checks or exercise 
responsible use of credit cards as a way to 
conveniently manage expenses.  Many 
cards today offer valuable points, such as 
air miles, which can be an added 
incentive.  As with eChecks, you can also 
setup one-time or recurring donations. 
  

We encourage you to consider 
online giving for your future 
donations. 
 

I will miss dropping 
something in the basket on 

Sundays 
Don’t be. A Parish giving Card will be 
available in the back of the church  or in 
the envelope slots. If you are an online 
giver, you can take that card and drop it 
in the collection basket as it passes in 
front of you.  

our new ONLINE of giving 


