
HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
900 Darlington Ave., Mahwah, NJ 07430          

www.iccmahwah.org  * info@iccmahwah.org  *  201-327-1276 

IN ORDINARY TIME 
FEBRUARY 3, 2019 

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 Wednesday during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My dear parishioners, 
 
When we were student-priests in Rome, we would 
normally run to the “fermata” (bus stop) after our classes 
in the university to catch our bus back to Pontificio 
Collegio Filippino.  We were hungry young priests who 
only want to have lunch and rest.  

 

One day, our class ran late and we have to race to the 
“fermata”, tickets in hand, to catch the bus to “Collegio.” 
As the group raced through the narrow streets by Piazza 
Navona, my classmate accidentally knocked over a little 
table with a basket of apples on it. But the group kept 
hurrying along without so much as even looking back. 
With great sighs of relief, they quickly boarded the bus. 
All but one of them, that is. 

 

I paused, because I felt a twinge of conscience over what 
my associate had done. So I waved goodbye to my friends 
and went back into the bus stop. I was glad I did. The ten-
year-old boy with the apple stand was blind. 

 

I went around and gathered up the apples that had rolled 
all over the place. I noticed that several of them were 
bruised. I reached into my wallet and said to the boy, 
“Here, please take this 15,000.00 lire which is equivalent 
to $8.00 (Euro was not still the currency at that time) for 
the damage we did. I’m really sorry, and I hope we didn’t 
ruin your day.”  

 

As I started to walk away, thinking that I will not have 
snacks for the whole week as I gave my last Lire in my 
pocket, the puzzled boy called after me, “Are you Jesus?” 

 

I stopped … and I wondered. How easy it is to ram your 
way through life, sometimes leaving damage and victims 
in your wake: people we may have snubbed or insulted, 
ignored or irritated. Maybe the exact wrong words might 
have slipped out of our mouth, and before you know it, it’s 
too late. Don’t you just hate it when that happens? I sure 
do.  

 

The Lord has some words of encouragement for us 
today—for those of us who mess up, and for the ones who 
happen to get stepped on along the way. 

 

First, for the ones who cause the trouble: We hear that 
beautiful reading from the letter to the Corinthians that is a 
favorite at weddings: love is patient, love is kind, it is not 
jealous… But this is not a lesson only for brides and 
grooms or loving partners. It is aimed at all of us—the 

entire human race. The Lord is reminding us that the most 
important thing in the world is people. We are 
commanded to love them, and that means we have to treat 
them with kindness, respect, honesty and humility. Just 
exactly the way that Christ did. 

 

In our little story about the blind boy and the apples, this 
child saw Jesus in the unexpected kind act. “Are you 
Jesus?” he asked. 

 

This is the standard we must strive for in our own dealings 
with people. If only we could pause for a split-second 
before we simply react to some situation! If only we could 
think: what is the patient, kind, loving thing to do? 

 

Or at the very least, even if we make a mess of things, if 
we could only realize it right away and hurry back to try to 
make things right! 

 

Just think how many messes you could have avoided-or at 
least minimized! It almost boggles the mind! 

 

Now, for those who wind up as the victim: 

 

Our first reading today gives us some words of wisdom 
from Jeremiah the prophet: Before I formed you in the 
womb, I knew you. This is also a message aimed at the 
entire human race. God, who knows and sees all things—
past, present and future—has known us and loved us and 
given us a mission from all eternity. You might say that 
God has his loving and protective arms wrapped tightly 
around us as he propels us into the world. 

 

Remember that, and listen again to what the Lord says 
about the people and hardships that want to drag us down, 
on purpose or by accident: Be not crushed on their 
account… for I am with you to deliver you.  

 

We’ve all had the experience of having something rotten 
happen to us—and we can’t wait to turn to somebody 
close or important to us to tell them about it… not that 
they can necessarily make things better, but just because it 
makes us feel better to share our burden with someone we 
trust and someone who loves us. 

 

But the truth be known, your very best confidant in the 
whole wide world is God! If only we would remember to 
go to him first and pour out our hearts and prayers to him! 
Who else promises what he promises us today? I am with 
you to deliver you. God’s devoted love and friendship can 
truly make any problem bearable and manageable. 

 

I hope and pray that we all will take to heart Christ’s 
lesson today—a lesson that is simple but oh-so-very-
important: to really learn to cherish one another and put 
each other first. Nothing in life matters more. 

 

So always remember: take the time to go back and pick up 
the apples. 
 
 

 
 



Enjoy an Evening of Traditional Irish Fare, 
Irish Dancers and Entertainment, DJ, Dancing, 

 Soda Bread Contest and Best Irish Dress Contest 
RAFFLE BASKETS and 50/50. 

BYOB 
$35 per person or $340 for a table of 10  

 

 



We will be discussing Edwin O’Connor’s  

published in 1961 and set in Boston,  
it won the Pulitzer Prize for Literature in 1962.  

This year's theme is "Alive in Christ…Finding Our True Identity". The English track will feature keynote speakers Mary Rice Hasson 
who is the Kate O'Beirne Fellow in Catholic Studies at the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. She also directs the 
Catholic Women's Forum, and is an expert on topics related to women, faith, culture, family, sexual morality, and gender ideology, 
and Gloria Purvis who is the Creator of Authentically Free at Last show on EWTN. She is the host of Morning Glory EWTN radio 
show, and one of the editors of the African American Youth Bible. The day begins at 8:00 AM with registration and ends at 4:00 pm 
with Mass.  
 

This year’s theme, for the English track, is “For a time such as this, Holiness and Hope!” The speaker for the English track will be 
Father Larry Richards, the founder and president of The Reason for Our Hope Foundation, a non- profit organization dedicated to 
‘spreading the Good News’ by educating others about Jesus Christ and hosts various radio shows and programs on EWTN. The 
master of ceremonies, Gregory Floyd, is the Executive Vice President of Mission at Eva’s Village. He is a husband, father, author and 
speaker. The day begins at 8:00 AM with breakfast and ends at 4:30 PM. Registration for both events is $25 for adults. Priests & 
religious are free. The day includes continental breakfast and lunch. More information will become available in January on these 
websites at www.rcan.org/womcom (WOMEN)  

The New Jersey Catholic Conference of Bishops has approved a statewide postcard campaign 
urging the State Senators and Assembly Members to support the NJ Pain-Capable Unborn Child 
Protection Act, A-1686/S-537. If passed, this bill would protect babies in the womb at 20 weeks 
post-fertilization -that is 5 months and beyond. This weekend our parishioners have the 
opportunity to sign postcards which will be sent to our state legislators. Do NOT separate the 
postcards! We will do that later! 
 
This legislation has already been passed in 17 other states. Many babies in the womb at 20 weeks 
could live outside the womb if given proper medical care. 
 
Along with educating our legislators, we need to raise awareness among our fellow citizens about 
the humanity of the baby in the womb. We also need to show women and men that healing is 
possible and resources are available for those who have made decisions they now regret. Visit. 

achelvineyards.org for more information.  
 
God cares as deeply about the babies in the womb as He does you and me. We need to do our part to make sure that they are 
welcomed and protected. You will find postcard sheets and pens in your pews. PLEASE DO NOT SEPARATE THE POSTCARDS! 
We will do that later when we put stamps on them. Take a minute out to sign the 3 postcards on the sheet: the top one will go to your 
NJ State Senator, and the bottom two will be sent to your two Assembly Members. All you need to do is sign each of the 3 postcards 
and write your name and address neatly below your signature on all 3 cards. We will fill—in who your NJ State Senator and two 
Assembly members are. Postcard sheets will be collected by the ushers in just a few minutes. If you could put a dollar or two in with 
your postcards, that will help us cover the cost of the postage.  
 
Lastly, this baby feet symbol means we are in solidarity with the babies in the womb and their families. After you sign the postcards, 
please pick up a baby feet car magnet at the back table after Mass. A small donation will help cover the cost of the magnets. 



Please Consider ICC in 

Your Estate Plan 
 
Have you ever heard that phrase? I bet that someplace and 
sometime over the years, you may have run across this 
statement. Maybe you’ve seen it on the back of an envelope or 
in a newsletter? 
 

Have you ever wondered if anyone ever does this? Does anyone 
ever really remember their parish in their will? The simple 
answer is yes. Churches has received many generous bequests 
from a number of estates over the years. Many Catholics have 
determined that they wish to provide for the Church through a 
gift from their estate. Yet I’ve heard it said many times before 
that sometimes, people just don’t consider charitable giving 
when deciding how to make best use of their hard earned 
earthly assets.  
 

When considering gifts to a charity in your Will or Trust please 
remember Immaculate Conception Church. Gifts can be made 
as a restricted donation to the parish in the following manner 
through your Will or Trust: 

 A specific dollar amount. 

 A percentage of your estate. 

 A particular asset such as real estate or other valuables. 

 You may also name the parish as a beneficiary of a 
retirement plan or life insurance policy. 

 

ESTABLISHING AN ESTATE PLAN 
Everyone should have an estate plan comprising of either a will 
or a trust. A will is a legal document that allows you to control 
how your assets are distributed after your lifetime. Without a 
will, the probate court will decide who gets your assets upon 
your death. Typically, the court will split your assets between 
your surviving spouse and children, or your blood relatives. A 
trust allows you to control how your assets are distributed both 
during and after your lifetime. Establishing a trust requires that 
you transfer ownership or title of your assets to the name of 
your trust. Since the trust owns the assets, there is nothing for 
the courts to control when your die. This is beneficial since, 
unlike a will, you avoid all the costs, delays and publicity of the 
probate process.  
 

YOU ARE LEAVING A LEGACY 
No matter how you decide to remember your parish, a gift from 
your will accomplishes several key benefits. It sends a strong 
message to your heirs that the Church played an important role 
in your life. 
 

 It guarantees that your generosity to the Church will be 
continued even after you are gone. 

 It provides important assistance to our parish. 

 It may even provide tax benefits for your heirs. 
 

Talk to your lawyer or financial counselor today about the best 
way for you to remember your parish in your will. 
 

Many Catholics lived lives of stewards while on this earth. 
They gave of their time, talent and treasure. And now, after 
they have been called to a life with Christ, the accumulation of 
their earthly treasure will provide a lifetime of benefit to many 
in our parish. In living the life of stewardship, we give 10% of 
our treasure back to the Lord. Why not consider a gift in our 
will of 10% to the Church? 

IN HONOR OR MEMORY OPPORTUNITIES  

FEBRUARY 2/3, 2019 
As football teams play each other across the country to see 
who will meet in the Super Bowl on February 3, ICAPs 
are teaming up to help those who are hungry.  
 
The Souper Bowl of Caring is an annual event by 
collecting donations as parishioners leave after Mass. 
People are encouraged to give their donations along with 
canned food. The Center for Food Action is the recipient 
of the donation. Please be generous. 

Memorial gifts to Immaculate Conception Church 
perpetuate the memory of a loved one or honor a living 

person.  
 

SANCTUARY LAMP - Catholic churches often have at least 
one lamp continually burning before the tabernacle, not 
only as an ornament of the altar, but for the purpose of 
worship to indicate and honor the presence of Christ. The 
Sanctuary Lamp is lit in honor or in memory of your 
loved ones for a $25.00 donation a week  

 

ALTAR CANDLES - Candles are required to be placed on 
the altar for the celebration of Mass. The symbolism of 
prayer has been connected with candles; the burning flame 
of the candle represents the prayer that rises to God. The 
Altar Candles are lit every Mass in honor or in memory 
of your loved ones for a $25.00 donation a week  

 

BREAD AND WINE - In all the Masses celebrated all over  
the world, Bread and Wine are the two important elements 
of this Eucharistic Sacrifice. The Bread and Wine can be 
requested to honor or memorialize a loved one for a 
$25.00 donation a week. 

 

ANNUAL MEMORIAL CANDLES - Honor  gifts and 
memorial opportunities are also available in our Saints’ 
Altar in the rear of the church. There are a few candles still 
open in our Candle Stand in the rear of the Church. The 
donation of $150.00 for a candle to lit for one full year 
with your personal inscription.  

CONFIRMATION 
CANDIDATES’ RETREAT 

Saturday, February 9 



 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

Events and Activities 
PARISH YOUTH GROUP MEETING 
 Every Sunday  -  7:00 - 8:30 PM 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 
 

PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 Every Tuesday - 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
 music@ICCmahwah.org 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 Every Sunday  - 9:00 - 10:30 AM 
 reled@ICCmahwah.org 
  

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM SESSIONS 
 Every Monday  - 7:00 - 8:15 PM 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 
  

ICAPS MEETING 
 Every Second Saturday of the month at 9:00 AM 
 
 

CENTER FOR FOOD ACTION 
 Every Second Weekend of the month 
 

HARRISON HOUSE 
 Every Third Saturday & Second Sunday of the month 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 

Once again, we are preparing the annual tradition of 
honoring those couples in our Archdiocese who will be 
celebrating five, twenty five and fifty years of Christian 
Marriage in the year 2019. These anniversaray liturgies 
will be celebrated by Cardinal Joseph Tobin in the 
Cathedreal basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. 
 

April 28, 2019  3:00 PM 50 Years 
June 2, 2019  3:00 PM 5 years and 25 years 

 
It is our desire that every couple inour parish deserving 
such recognition be present at the appropriate liturgy.  
You need to register at the parish office to participate.  

 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Vincent Brosnan, Anita A. 
Herpst,  John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, Sandra 

Machado, Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Jay DeVenecia, 
Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny 

Pabustan, Nemia Consunto, Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, 
Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan, John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge 
Castellanos, Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue, 
Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill, Lynn 

Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, Ryan 
Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz, Ruth Kavanagh, 
John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, Kristen Mansfield, 

Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, Robert Miotto, McKenna 
Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia 

Scura, Andrew Orotelli, Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis 
Paolillo, Joan Parkin, Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew 

Pisani, Louis Roselli, Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael 
Sargenti,  Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul 

Traina, Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-
Karlbon, Nicholas Androulidakis 

  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

January 26/27 - $4,148.00 
Collection Restricted for Utilities - $130.00 

Communicating God’s Word - $1,111.00 
Pancake Breakfast - $828.00 

 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are 
making to our church  Your offerings, of your time, of 
your God-given talents, and of your money, help support 
all that we do at ICC.  Our church could do nothing 
without the faithful offerings of its members. Together, we 
are the Body of Christ.  When we are giving, we are being 
the faithful people God calls us to be. Our offerings bring 
about blessings on many levels. We are transformed, made 
new, through our offerings.  We believe in a God who is 
generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So we are 
called to be generous as God is generous.   

 
 

Saturday,  February 2  the Presentation of the Lord 
4:30 p.m.      Mary Finley by Sarah & John Donnangelo  

 

Sunday,  February 3 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.      Wanda Kowalski by Marian & Mike Seman 
9:00 a.m.      Denis Collins by the McCrimlisk Family 
10:30 a.m.    Margaret Griffin 
12:00 p.m.    Living and deceased members of the Parish 
 

Monday, February 4 
12:00 p.m.    Mr. & Mrs. Woods 

  

Tuesday,  February 5 St. Agatha 
12:00 p.m.     Robert Sievers 

 

Wednesday, February 6 St. Paul Miki & Companions 
12:00 p.m.    Thaddeus 

 

Thursday, February 7  - PASTOR’S  55th BIRTHDAY 
12:00 p.m.    Ann Griffin 

 

Friday, February 8  St. Jerome Emiliani 
12:00 p.m.    James Cavanaugh 

 

Saturday,  February 9 
9:00 a.m.      James McMahon by Jack Valentine 
4:30 p.m.       People of the Parish 

 

Sunday,  February 10 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.      Holy Souls in Purgatory 
9:00 a.m.      Larry Marketos by Eleanor Androlidakis 
10:30 a.m.    Mary Ann Griffin by James and Mary Ann Griffin 
12:00 p.m.   Charlie Blaha by Marie & John Laganella 
  

With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!

Please see TJ MARDEN,our Music Director  
after all Masses or email at 

music@iccmahwah.org 

The Bread and Wine  
Are offered in memory of  

 

ROBERT AND LAURA KELLY 
by 

GEORGE AND ANN MARIE KELLY 


