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SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 



 
Today, the Church celebrates the Feast of 
the Epiphany. We all love the story of the 
Three Magi who outwitted King Herod, 
and who now arrive at Bethlehem on 
their camels with gifts of gold, 
frankincense and myrrh for the baby 
Jesus. Many of us see this as the 
charming epilogue to the story of 
Christmas. 
 
But rather than looking at the Epiphany 
as just a minor holiday in the Church 
year, we should really stop to examine 
what this celebration is truly about—and 
it’s pretty amazing. 
 
The word “epiphany” itself means a 
sudden and illuminating discovery of 
God, because he has revealed himself in a 
simple but dramatic way. The Wise Men 
were given the gift of this epiphany, since 
they were the first Gentiles to come to 
know Christ. 
 
And therein is the first startling truth: 
there is no exclusive “in crowd” in the 
call from God. Jesus did not come just 
for the Jews. The Gentiles are not mere 
last-minute additions to the saved. They 
are co-heirs with the Jews, and that was 
God’s plan from the beginning. 
 
All through the Scriptures, we see how 
God draws the unlikeliest characters into 
his plan of salvation. Alongside of 
believers and saints, we find prostitutes, 
adulterers, thieves, pagans, schemers and 
rogues of every description. Just consider 
the genealogy at the beginning of the 
gospel of Matthew to see who made up 
Jesus’ family tree! 
 
So it shouldn’t really come as a big 
surprise to see that the Magi were 
actually pagan astrologers who 
worshiped and studied the stars. Most 
likely, they were members of the ancient 
religious sect of Zoroastrians. 

 
Ironically, many of their beliefs would 
have been at odds with the teachings of 
Judaism and Christianity, so our first 
inclination might be to reject them or 
condemn them. But our Lord did not do 
that. On the contrary, he loved them and 
embraced them, and made them a vital 
part of his plan. 
 
Now consider our own times. As 
followers of Jesus Christ, we all know 
and spout the “party line” of 
Christianity: love all people, judge not, 
forgive your neighbor. 
 
But do we? 
 
I’m afraid most of 
us have created for 
ourselves a mental 
image of what a 
“proper” Catholic 
should really be 
like. I don’t know 
about this. Do we 
really think God 
needs us to be his 
gatekeepers? You 
ought to test 
yourself on this. Is 
there a welcome 
place here for 
people who don’t fit 
your mold?  
 
Yes, we can all 
learn a lot from 
Jesus on how to be 
more accepting of 
our brothers and 
sisters, because 
that’s always the 
first step to win their 
heart. 
 
And there’s also a 
flip side to all this: 
if you fall in any of 
these categories, do 
you feel that God 
through his Church 
has somehow 
pushed you aside, 
that you’re not fully 
welcome, that you 
can’t be yourself 
without fear of 
being condemned? 
What a tragedy to 
feel as though 
you’re not good 
enough for God! 
 
Well, dear friends in 

Christ, it’s time for another epiphany that 
flows out of today’s feast day: all of 
you are loved, wanted, important 
and filled with the gift of God’s grace. 
The crucial thing is not to give up on 
God. He cherishes you and will never 
give up on you. 
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RECONCILIATION  
Saturday   4:15 pm or by appointment  
 

HOLY ROSARY    Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 

    
 
  
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
(after 12:00pm Mass)  
Monday   Immaculate Conception  
Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
Friday   St. Joseph  



 
I am happy to announce to you that our church renovation project will start at the beginning of the year 
2020.  
 
I can only thank you for all that you do for our church. I thank God for the people like you who are generous stewards of 
the gifts of Time, Talent and Treasure that God has entrusted to us.  
 
The first priority of every good shepherd is the pastoral care and the spiritual welfare of the people. But we still need a 
physical and a structural place – the church – where we meet and celebrate God’s love and mercy flowing freely through 
the sacramental life of the Church. We also have to physically maintain, beautify and upgrade the church since it is 
God’s house and our spiritual home. 
 
Yes, until now, we still have a gap between the cost of the construction and the availability of the fund, please be open to 
any possibilities for good things to come out. God is sending us a message to be good stewards.  With what we have 
right now, we have made great strides and are almost there. More patience and we will make this work.  
 
With much hesitation, I agreed with the Cardinal’s permission that we will have additional second collection for our 
church renovation on those Sundays that there no archdiocesan and national second collection. I know that many of you 
have already fulfilled your pledges and some have substantially added more to it. Thank you for your unequalled 
generosity. 
 
I also would like to encourage families to support our honor and memorialization program. Many of the items were 
already taken but we need more of you to participate. Some items may be a little too much just for one family, but you 
can contribute towards that item. Feel free to approach me after Mass or visit the parish office for more information. 
 
During the renovation, our regular Saturday Vigil and Sunday Masses will be at the beautiful chapel at Maryrest 
Cemetery. Many have told me that we will lose a number of our regular parishioners because of the change of venue. 
But this is the only practical solution to the situation we are in right now.  
 
To each and every one of you, we may go and celebrate Eucharist to other churches giving certain circumstances, but our 
parish is Our Lady of Immaculate conception. The sense of belonging is important because this is a place we can call our 
spiritual home, just like our physical homes. This parish is ours and its future depends on us and our parish community. 
We support it, we love it, through thick and thin and we’re going to build this community up it doesn’t matter who the 
pastor is.  
 
In the end, pastors come and go but you, as parishioners, remain. It is true that a pastor can shape and direct the “boat” in 
a certain direction but in the end the pastor cannot do it by himself. That’s where parishioners’ role comes in especially if 
all of us feel and have that sense of belonging. Don’t leave us because there is discomfort. Don’t leave us because it 
requires more effort. It is in this time that your church needs you more than ever.  
 
And I conclude with our prayer: “relying solely on Your loving Providence, we seek only to renovate this church 
according to Your will, and we beg of You the grace and continual assistance so that it may be thus accomplished.” 
 
May God who has begun the work in us, bring it to fulfillment. 



Honor Gifts or Memorial Opportunities 
 

As our church renovation project is about to begin, I would like to thank all of you especially those who 
support this project through your financial contribution, active involvement in planning and those who 
prayed with us. Since our Church Renovation Budget does not include the church furnishings and fixtures, 
we are pleased to present our MEMORIALIZATION AND HONOR GIFTS CAMPAIGN as part of our 
efforts to raise the funds for our church furniture. The memorial or honor gift is a permanent and lasting 
testimony to your loved one.  One or more  individuals or families can share the cost of each item. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS are a special way to acknowledge a friend or a loved one who has passed away. The 

Church teaches that those who have died and “fallen asleep in Christ”, continue to be counted among the faithful. A 
memorial is simply a gift given to the Church in memory of a loved. Such memorials are a means to remember loved 
ones in a most significant and proper way. It is also traditional for those remembered with Church memorials to be 
included in special annual or designated Requiem Services. 
 

HONOR GIFTS to the Church are permanent expressions of faith and love. They might be given in celebration 

of a long life or for a newborn, in gratitude for a blessing, in response to answered prayers, or simply to help the parish. 
Large and small, these gifts are reflective of the convictions and dedication of the donor, as well as enhancing the means 
of the Church to glorify God in liturgical practice, form, and expression. The Church celebrates all such gifts. 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. As our way of saying thanks to you, all those who contributed to the capital 

campaign and those who are being honored and/or memorialized will be acknowledged. Their names will be grandly 
displayed in perpetuity on an exquisite donors and memorial wall which will stand as a testament to the generosity of 
our family and friends. 
 

 High Altar of the Tabernacle - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Altar of Sacrifice - $8,000.00 / plus Marble Top $5,000.00 = $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of St. Joseph - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 New Baptismal Font - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Ambo - $3,400.00 (TAKEN) 
 24 Church Pews - $ 1,800.00 each (2 are available) 
 New Carillon Bells - ($5,200.00 have been contributed) $16,000.00  
 New Sound System - $ 38,961.00 
 New Confessional Room - $35,000.00 
 High Altar Marble Reredo - $5,000.000 (This a marble decorations behind high altar of the tabernacle. 

The reredos will contain phrases exalting the Holy Eucharist.) 

 Niche of St. John baptizing Jesus by the Baptismal Font - $5,000.00 (A new niche by the 

baptismal font. This will contain the statue of St. John the Baptist baptizing Jesus.) 

 Niche of the Blessed Virgin Mary - $5,000.00 (With the stairs being redesigned, the new niche  by the 

stairs’ landing will contain the statue of Our Lady of Immaculate Conception.) 

 7 Marble base of the Stations of the Cross - $2,000.00 each 
 The Presider’s Chair (TBD) 
 6 Secondary Sanctuary Chairs for Deacon,  Altar Servers, Lectors and Cantors (TBD) 
 2 Floor Candelabras (Candle Sticks) for the Altar (TBD) 



 

RENOVATION FUND RAISING 
Cardinal Tobin has granted us permission  to have a  

 

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION  
 
to supplement our Church Renovation Fund. 
These will happen on weekends that we don’t have 
National or Archdiocesan Collection.  This is just 
temporary until the renovation is over and the bills 
are paid.  I ask for your kind understanding and 
generosity. 
 
 

I would like to thank in a very special way those who have made their 
sacrificial giving towards the renovation project and those who have 
responded to our Memorialization Program. Your generosity is 
unequalled and God bless you a hundredfold.  
 

Thank you for your generosity. I assure you that we are doing our best 
that this project will be worth the generosity that you have extended to 
our church.  



Saturday, January 4 St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 

9:00 a.m.   Jerry Hymowitz by Jo Balsamo 

5:00 p.m.    Joseph Mariniello by Angela Ruffino 
 

Sunday, January 5 Epiphany of the Lord 

7:30 a.m.    Living & Deceased Members of the Parish 

9:30 a.m.    Elaine Pearce by the McGuire Family 

11:30 a.m.  Marie Wolfram by Dr. & Mrs. Raimo 
 

Monday, January 6 St. Andre Bessette, Religious   

12:00 p.m   Patrick Joseph DiMartino by Prisculla & Jerry Schwartz 
 

Tuesday,  January 7 St. Raymond of Penafort, Priest 

12:00 p.m.   Ann Kunzweiler by Pat Riker  

        

Wednesday, January 8 

12:00 p.m.  Monica Schweisguth by Bridget Schweisguth 
 

Thursday, January 9 

12:00 p.m.  Hugh Reilly by LaPorte Family   

                  

 Friday, January 10 

12:00 p.m.  Marieta Gilbert by Miriam Lumbreras    

                  

Saturday, January 11 

9:00 a.m.  Mildred Sweeney by Andy & Ileen Lohan 

5:00 p.m.  Salvatore & Mary Ruffino by Angela Ruffino  

 

Sunday, January 12 Baptism of the Lord 

7:30 a.m.  Nickolas Nasulta by Frank Sciorra & Family 

9:30 a.m.  Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 

11:30 a.m. Ida Form by Christine McGee 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Jeanne Paolillo, Christopher Zullo,  
Courtney Colucci, Mercedes Tabije, Ron Fatigate, Vincent 

Brosnan,  Anita A. Herpst, John Chmielowicz,  
Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina,  

Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  
Era Ocampo, Homer Pabustan, Ma. Neny Pabustan,   

Nemia Consunto,  Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker,  
Gene Boylan,  John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby,  Matthew Donohue,   
Cristin Famularo,  Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh,  
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,   

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland,   

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,   

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,   
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina,  
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon,  

Nicholas Androulidakis 

  

IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE IN SIGNING UP  TO 

THIS NEW ONLINE GIVING, 

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH  OFFICE. 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 
 

Due to early transmission of this  
issue of our bulletin, 

the stewardship report  
for the weekend of 

December 28/29  
is not available 

GOING AWAY THIS WINTER? 
 

We know many of our 
parishioner like to vacation in 
warmer climates during the 
winter and we rejoice with you, 
but we still count on your faithful 
commitment to our parish in 
remembering us in your prayers 
and financial support. So while 
you are away please keep 
connected to your home parish: 
 

 By updating us with your mailing address 

 Information on when you are leaving and returning 

 Please consider setting up an ONLINE GIVING  
account before you go (call the Parish Office for more 
information 201-327-1276). 

 Read the Parish Bulletins online 
www.ICCMahwah.org. 

 If you or a family member needs prayers, let us know 
so we can pray for them. 
 
Enjoy your time away and we look forward to your return. 


