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Friday, December 7 at 7:00 PM  

Vigil Mass on the Solemnity of  
Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception 

 
 

Opening of Marian Exhibit 
following Mass 

featuring images and statues of the different titles of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

 
Saturday, December 8 at 4:30 PM  

90th Foundation Anniversary Mass 
His Eminence 

Joseph William Cardinal Tobin, C.Ss.R. 
Archbishop of Newark 

Main Celebrant 
 
 

 90TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER  
following Mass 

“Freewill donation is appreciated” 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
NOVEMBER 25, 2018 

 

OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST, KING OF THE UNIVERSE 
NOVEMBER 25, 2018 



 

 
 
 
 
 
Indeed, our 90th 
Foundation 
Anniversary is a time 
for reflection and an 
occasion for 
thanksgiving for God’s 

steadfast love and kindness upon us. As we look back, we 
should try to learn from our past; trust God for the present and 
looking ahead to the future.  We should not rest on our “laurels” 
so to speak, nor wallow in the mire of regrets, keeping in mind 
that what we do now, we are doing it for the future generations. 
We must stay relevant, vibrant and healthy so that we could be 
“sincere and without offence till the day of Christ” (Phil. 1:10b). 
In order to do that, we should abound in the following practices:  
 
Pray for one another. A praying church is a power ful 
church. The church at Philippi was born out of prayers. Their 
first two converts came to Christ through the power of prayers 
(Acts 16). Believers are commanded in James 5:17 to “pray for 
one another.” One of the four chief characteristics of the church 
in Jerusalem after Pentecost was that “they devoted themselves 
to prayer” (Acts 2:42). Can anyone doubt that these corporate 
prayers included much prayer for each other? 
 
While intercession for others may have become more common 
among believers after Pentecost, it wasn’t unusual in the Old 
Testament period. For instance, the prophet Samuel assured his 
fellow Israelites: “Far be it from me that I should sin against the 
Lord by ceasing to pray for you” (1 Sam. 12:23). 
 
Encourage. Paul believed so strongly in mutual 
encouragement to the extent that he exhorted the Thessalonians 
three times in his letter to them (1 Thess. 4:18, 5:11, 14). Of 
course, there are many ways that we could encourage one 
another. We could do so by words, simple acts of love, or 
empathizing with one another.  God commanded that His people 
encourage each other because He knew we would need it. Jesus 
warned that “in the world you will have tribulation…” which He 
followed with much needed encouragement, “but take heart; I 
have overcome the world” (John 16:33). 
 
We live in a broken world where everything calls us toward 
selfishness and despair. Sin steals joy, our bodies break down, 
our plans falter, our dreams die, our resolves weaken, our 
perspective dims. We are promised suffering (1 Peter 4:12), 
persecution (John 15:20; 2 Timothy 3:12), and trials of all sorts 
(James 1:2-3). When encouragement is absent from the life of a 
church people will feel unloved, unimportant, useless, and 
forgotten. God knows His people are in need of grace-filled 
reminders, which is why He calls us to encourage each other 
every day until His Son returns (Hebrews 3:13). 
 
Support. When we encourage, we are also giving suppor t. 
However, support usually shows itself in more concrete ways 
than encouragement. James gave an example of some people 
who gave words of encouragement, "Go in peace, keep warm 
and eat well," but “do not give them what the body needs, what 

good is it?” (Jas. 2:15-17 see 
also 1Jn. 3:17). Faith without 
works is dead.  
 

If we have to grow in our relationship with Jesus Christ, share 
your life with each other in our parish. Be counter-cultural and 
seek out fellowship (1 John 1:7). Share your struggles and 
prayers and hopes with them. Be ready to “rouse one another to 
love and good works” (Hebrews 10:24).   
 
As you stand shoulder to shoulder with fellow parishioners, the 
message of the cross will penetrate deeper than you’ve ever 
known before and you will be “transformed into the same image 
from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians 3:18). Then you will 
become a greater witness to this darkened and broken world. 
 
Accountable. As a community of believers, we need to be one 
another’s keeper. We are not to be somebody’s “policeman” but 
we should be his or her keeper. In other words, we should be 
accountable to one another. We should look not on our own 
things, but also on the things of others (Phil. 2:4). Not only do 
we need each other, but we are actually responsible to each 
other. Yes, really. We are spiritually responsible to each 
another. We see the warning – “take care, brothers and sisters, 
lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading 
you to fall away from the living God.”  
 
When it comes to being responsible for one another in 
obedience to the command to exhort one another, there is no 
greater to do so than in the area of encouragement toward 
prayer. Let’s learn to do that with other believers in our 
churches and spheres of influence. Encourage, even challenge, 
even hold accountable one another to be a praying people, alone 
and with each other. It is the only way to keep from getting a 
hard heart by the deceitfulness of sin; the sin of unbelief 
manifested by prayerlessness. 
 
Serve.  Finally, we should serve one another  with love. 
Instead of envying and criticizing one another, we should bear 
one another’s burdens and in so doing we fulfil the law of Christ 
(Gal. 6:2). Jesus set the supreme example by washing his 
disciples’ feet (see John 13). When we serve one another, we 
dramatically embody what it means to take up our cross and 
follow Jesus. We participate in Christ’s display of His love 
toward His church. We also demonstrate that we do not belong 
to the world and are thus not enslaved by its selfish passions, 
thereby testifying even to those outside the church that true 
freedom is in Christ. The church is thus a theater of redemption, 
service, and love as it lives out the gospel before a world that is 
still enslaved by sin, selfishness, and unbelief.  
 
Serving the church is not always easy because the church is not 
always beautiful in our eyes. Sometimes she can appear rather 
unlovely and unlovable. The imperfection of the church’s 
members is real and can discourage our service. It is for this 
reason that I would implore you to look at the church the way 
Christ sees her—with a beauty and glory that reflects His own. 
The church is beautiful because of who she is in Christ. Loving 
Christ means loving what He loves, and there is great spiritual 
joy and refreshment in laying down our lives for others. 
 
In this way we show to the world that we are truly His disciples.  
May God help us to be that kind of church even as we continue 
to be his living “stones” and “epistles” in this world. 
 

90th Foundation Anniversary  
- A Time Of Praise and Thanksgiving 



 
Our Immaculate Conception Church will celebrate its 90th Anniversary on Saturday, December 8, 2018. The 90th Foundation 
Anniversary Mass will begin at 4:30 p.m. The main celebrant will be His Eminence, Joseph William Cardinal Tobin, Archbishop of 
Newark. Immediately following the 90th Anniversary Mass, Immaculate Conception Church  parishioners are cordially invited to 
attend a celebratory dinner with a Marian Exhibit and music. 
 
The dinner will be hosted in the gymnasium so that we can share fellowship among our Immaculate Conception Church family of 
parishioners. Cardinal Tobin will also be joining us for dinner and fellowship. We encourage all our parishioners to attend this event. 
 
The 90th Anniversary celebration is free of charge, however, a freewill donation is always appreciated. Please note, it is a “BRING 
YOUR OWN BOTTLE—BYOB” event. Seating is limited in the church and at dinner. At present, we have 150 attendees. Our 
cutoff will be 200 attendees because of seating in the church. Please RSVP before Friday, November 30th either with the blue RSVP 
forms located in the church pews or by calling the parish office. Please understand the cutoff is a necessity—it is for organizational 
purposes in terms of comfort, food and drinks. Our food commitment must be given to the caterer one week prior to the event.  
 
Tickets will be available for pick up during the weekend masses beginning November 17 and 18. Tickets will be placed in an 
envelope  with the attendees name in a box in the back of the church. During the week, tickets can be picked up at the parish office. 
 

Once again, a few things to note: 
1. Make your reservations before Friday, November 30th. 
2. Pick Up your tickets either in the back of the church during the weekend masses or at the parish office during the 

week. 
3. It is a BYOB event—we provide the food and soft drinks, however, alcoholic beverages (wine, beer or liquor) will 

be your own favorite beverage. 
4. A free will donation is always appreciated. 
5. Lastly, come…have fun and make memories!! 

 

 

 

 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 

 

An artistic exhibit of statues and images of  
Our Blessed Mother  

We invite you to walk with Her in this exhibit and pray with Her.  
Let Her teach and guide you to God.  

Know Her in the scenes of Her life, from youth to Queenship.  
Appreciate the various depiction of Her titles.  

Imitate Her love for God.  
And see why She is called Blessed!   

 
Friday, December 7 , 7:00 PM 

Vigil Mass of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception 
Opening of the Marian Exhibit 

 
Saturday, December 8, 4:30 PM 

90th Foundation Anniversary Mass 
Exhibit continues during the Parish Dinner 

to the community.  



 

THE HISTORY OF IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 
 

May 1, 1928 was a notable event in the history of the Diocese of Newark. It marked the day of the accession of His Excellency, the 
Most Reverend Thomas J. Walsh, D.D., J.U.D. as Bishop of the Diocese of Newark. Shortly thereafter, on the occasion of his first 
visit to the Diocesan Seminary of the Immaculate Conception at Darlington, he made a survey of conditions in the Ramapo Valley. 
He wished the priests there to take care of the Catholic people in the area, and to this end he created the new parish.  
 

NOVEMBER 1928: Immaculate Conception Church was established 
In November of that year, our Most Reverend Bishop established the new parish of the Immaculate Conception, comprising the terri-
torial limits of the Township of Hohokus. During this time, the Great Depression was dawning. The bishop made the Rt. Rev. Msgr. 
Thomas H. McLaughlin, S.T.D., rector of the Diocesan Seminary, the first pastor and naming Reverend Charles Demjanovich as Ad-
ministrator, who was residence at Darlington Seminary and served as procurator. 
 

This parish was created by dividing the parish originally under the zealous care of Father Pindar of Waldwick. The new parish was 
placed under the charge of the priests attached to the Seminary of the Immaculate Conception, located at Darlington since 1926. The 
instructions of the Bishop to the priests at the Seminary were that they should take care of the Catholic people of the Township, and 
any such others as would seek spiritual service at their hands. 
 

DECEMBER 1928: The First Mass at Immaculate Conception Parish 
Immediately, in order to make a start, a building formerly used as a carpenter shop on the Seminary estate was adapted for a church 
and school. Divine services were held there for the first time in December, 1928.  
 

ST. THOMAS HOUSE: The first worship place 
Since the new parish has no building of her own, the founding parishioners, including the members of McDarby, Orthman, Popum, 
Wagfenhoffer, Dooley, Hade, DeMaye, Cogan and D’Arcy families rented a carpentry shop, the St. Thomas House on the seminary 
property in which they held their church services. This building can still be seen on the grounds of the county’s Ramapo Reservation, 
where it serves as the park office and ranger residence.  
 

FEBRUARY 1929: The Opening of the Immaculate Conception School  
The school was started in February, 1929, with seventeen pupils. Sister Alice Teresa of the sisters of Charity of St. Elizabeth from 
Convent Station was in charge of the new school. St. Thomas House also served as first classrooms of the new school. Towards the 
summer of that year, it was found necessary to take down a partition in the building and turn the entire building into a church. 
 

DECEMBER 22, 1930: The Incorporation of the Immaculate Conception Church 
A point to be borne in mind is the fact that the Immaculate Conception Church of Darlington is entirely distinct from the Immaculate 
Conception Seminary of Darlington. The Seminary is conducted by the corporation known as the Roman Catholic Diocese of New-
ark, whereas the parish is a separate corporation, in every way, the corporate title of which is “Immaculate Conception Church, Dar-
lington, New Jersey.” 
 
The certificate of incorporation was filed at the Court House at Hackensack on January 2, 1931. The only point of contact is in the 
fact that the priests at the Seminary are the ones to whom the parish has been entrusted, since the parish is too small as yet to support 
a priest and the school, while the buildings in use up to the present are on Seminary property, belong to the Seminary, are only rented 
by the parish. 
 
On December 22, 1930, the Certificate of Incorporation was granted to the Immaculate Conception Church by Bergen County, New 
Jersey. 
 

NEW CHURCH AND SCHOOL 
The attendance at the church has necessitated increased facilities for the hearing of Mass on Sundays. In the beginning, one Mass at 
eight o’clock was sufficient for the parish needs. In September, 1930, an additional Mass at 6:45 was found necessary, while in May, 
1931, a third Mass at 10:30 was deemed imperative in order to provide an opportunity for all to fulfill their obligation on Sundays. 
The parish is regularly established and has all the functions and devotions that are to be had in any of the larger city parishes of the 
diocese. 
 
Permission for the erection of the new church and school was given by the Most Rev. Thomas J. Walsh, D.D., J.U.D., Bishop of New-
ark, last February. Messrs. Fanning & Shaw, of 49 Ward Street, Paterson, specialists in school and church construction, were engaged 
to draw plans and specifications for the new building.  
 
A special meeting of the parishioners was held in March in the present parish hall at which meeting the proposed plans were submit-
ted. All present were enthusiastic about the new building, the need for which was apparent. Mr. Guy H. Popham, Sr., representing the 
trustees of the Church, pledged his support, and the support of the entire parish for the project. Mr. John Wagenhoffer, chairman of 
the Committee on Social Activity, spoke in the name of the members of the Holy Name Society, while Mrs. Michael J. McDarby and 
Miss Marguerite Hade voiced the enthusiastic sentiments of the Rosary-Altar Society and the Me-We Club, respectively.  



MEDITATIONS * REFLECTIONS * PRAYERS * SONGS * PENANCE SERVICE 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 19, 2018 AT 7:00 PM 

Join us in this thoughtful, quiet pause in December’s noise and distraction as we  
WAIT ON THE LIGHT 

along with readings, reflections and music to suit the season.  
Enjoy candlelight, incense and a subdued tone during a frenzied season.  

Why not give yourself the gifts of quiet time and contemplation?  
Priests will be available for individual confession. 

 

ADVENT WREATH  
& CANDLES MEMORIAL 

 

What a lovely way to remember a loved one. If you would like to memorialize our 
Advent Wreath and/or each of the Advent Candles for this year, kindly contact the 
Parish Office at 201-327-1276 for more details. Memorialization will be printed in the 
parish bulletin. 

Next weekend, December 1/2 marks the beginning of Advent. During Advent, the Church, as a mother, calls us all to get ready, to 
clean the house, to set special times aside for prayer and worship, so that we will be ready for all of His comings! And, as a teacher, 
she also instructs us on the very meaning of the Christian vocation. The Biblical texts that we hear at Holy Mass will be filled with 
the great figures, such as John the Baptizer and Mary the Mother of the Lord, who are examples for each one if us. They both 
embody the call to say Yes to the Lord and prepare the way for all who live between the first and the final coming of Jesus. These 
Old and New Testament passages are beautifully juxtaposed in every liturgy and in our formal prayer (The Liturgy of the Hours) in 
order to point to -and expound upon- all the comings of the Lord. The faithful will be invited to experience the graces found in this 
full smorgasbord of sacramental and liturgical services.  

 

The familiar patterns and practices of Catholic faith, life and worship also present an opportunity for shaping family life, developing 
customs and practicing family piety, all of which can help us to assimilate the beauty and truth revealed in the comings of the Lord. 
When embraced, they invite us to break from the monotony of a secularized daily life in order to participate in something bigger than 
ourselves. They connect us to the One who always comes to those who are prepared, and who invite Him in.  

 

However, ultimately, it will still come down to each person, and each family, accepting the invitation to prepare for the coming of 
the Lord. God always invites. Will we respond? 

One of the ways we can learn to live in Christ is by embracing a new way, a pattern of 
a life lived in the heart of the Church for the sake of the world 



 

HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 
 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 
 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 
 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

 
RECONCILIATION  
Saturday  4:00 pm or by appointment  
Wednesday during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

 

HOLY ROSARY    
  Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
(after 12:00pm Mass)  
Monday  Immaculate Conception  
Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
Wednesday Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  
Friday  St. Joseph  

!
FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY ECCLESIAL MINISTRIES 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Senior Associate Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ & SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

Once again this year, we ask that you share the loving Spirit of 
Christmas with those less fortunate. Take a tag from the Giving 
Tree, purchase a gift or gift card, and place the gift under the tree no 
later than Sunday, Dec. 9, when the gifts will be gathered after each 
Mass and prepared for delivery. 
 
Please place gift cards in an envelope and attach the tag to the 
outside of the envelope. It is extremely important that gifts are 
returned on time and that the original tag is firmly attached to your 

gift when you bring it back to the Church.  
The tags tell us the name of the person for 
whom the gift is intended, and which group 
will actually distribute the gift.  Each tag is 
color coded and labeled for a particular 
group. 
 
May God’s peace & love be with you during 
the wondrous and  holy season to come. 

ICC Giving Tree 

 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Ron Fatigate, Teresa Scanlon, Vincent Brosnan, Anita A. Herpst, John 
Vanderbeek, Courtney Colucci, John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, 
Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Jay DeVenecia, 

Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay, Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny Pabustan, 
Nemia Consunto, Jane Knichel Aldea, Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, 

Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan, John Burgio, Judy Byrd, Loretta Carroll,  
Jorge Castellanos, Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue, 
Cristin Famularo, Katherine Fitzgerald (mother of Donna Slaughter), 
Neil Greer (brother of Pat Kamp), Allison Florio, Terry Gill, Lynn 
Goodman (sister of Barbara Spielmann), Leighton Heisey, Frank 
Howard, Pat Howard,  Rose Ifebigh, Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary 

Jacobini (parents of Terri Herpst),  Kelly Kamp, Sue Karlewicz, Ruth 
Kavanagh, Wanda Kowalski, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 

Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, Robert 
Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, Kunbi Olagbaju, 

Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli, Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis 
Paolillo, Joan Parkin, Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, 
Louis Roselli, Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,  

Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina, Estella 
Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon, Nicholas 

Androulidakis, Hanna Gehwyler 

  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

The Ordinary Collection for the weekend of  
Nov. 17/18 - TBA 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are making to 
our church  Your offerings, of your time, of your God-given 
talents, and of your money, help support all that we do at 
ICC.  Our church could do nothing without the faithful offerings 
of its members. Together, we are the Body of Christ.  When we 
are giving, we are being the faithful people God calls us to be. 
Our offerings bring about blessings on many levels. We are 
transformed, made new, through our offerings.  We believe in a 
God who is generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So 
we are called to be generous as God is generous.   

Saturday, November 24 
9:00 a.m.      Bernard & Bonnie Wysocki by their Daughter 
4:30 p.m.      For the People of the Parish 

 

Sunday, November 25  Thirty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.      Mamie DeJoie by Mary DeJoie 
9:00 a.m.      For the People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.    John Toomey by the Bueno Family 
12:00 p.m.    Monica Schweisguth by Bridget Schweisguth 
 

Monday,  November 26 
12:00 p.m.    Barbara Ippoliti by Susan Smith    

              

Tuesday,  November 27 
12:00 p.m.    Judith Ann Feragola by Midge Perrin  

 

Wednesday,  November 28 
12:00 p.m.     James Feehan by Terry, Rob and Sarah Herpst 

 

Thursday, November 29 
12:00 p.m.    James Feehan by Eileen 

 

Friday, November 30 St. Andrew, Apostle 
12:00 p.m.    Catherine Albright by Andy & Ileen Lohan  

 

Saturday, December 1 
9:00 a.m.      James Hynes by his daughter Elizabeth Coyne 
4:30 p.m.      Tina Sass by the Kiernan Family 

 

Sunday, December 2 First Sunday of Advent 
7:30 a.m.      For the People of the Parish 
9:00 a.m.      Anthony LaCroce by Lisa deMaria-Cortone 
10:30 a.m.    Morrison Dodson by the Glotzbier Family 
12:00 p.m.    Joseph Avanzato by George & Ann Marie Kelly 

We pray for all the victims of 
natural calamities and violence 

all over the world. 

SUPPORT OUR PARISH YOUTH GROUP 
CHRISTMAS FUNDRAISER 

Give your front door  
the perfect touch  

of Christmas cheer  
 

Order your  
CHRISTMAS WREATHS  

 

Remember your  
Deceased loved Ones  

this Christmas Season  
as cold Winter sets in.  

Cover them with the warmth  
of your love.  

Order GRAVE BLANKETS. 
As the name implies, the grave blanket 
covers the ground at the base of the 
grave and symbolizes the caring and 
warmth that friends and family feel 
toward the deceased person. Popular 
accent colors include warm fall earth 
tones, and bright red and gold Christmas hues. Grave blankets 
provide an opportunity for the surviving friends and family to 
create a physical expression of their emotions. Grave Blankets 
are placed on graves before the first snow. The symbolic 
meaning behind this process is having a way of keeping 
deceased loved ones warm before winter sets in. 
 
Please use the Order Form in the back of the church. 

 

Bread and Wine  
in memory of the  

MARIA MAE NUÑEZ 
 

 
Sanctuary Lamp  

in memory of  
Elizabeth Niedermeyer  

requested by Josephine Balsamo 


