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My dear Parishioners, 
 

What a grace-filled day this is! It is the 
eighth and final day of the Octave of 
Easter. On this eighth day of Easter we 
celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday. It is a 
day when the flood-gates of mercy are 
opened wide and God lavishes us with 
more than we could ever hope for. 
 

How can anyone argue against Divine 
Mercy Sunday? 
 

Divine Mercy is hope wrapped up in a 
loving God, ever ready to embrace us and 
forgive even our gravest sins. Believing 
in God, but not in Divine Mercy, would 
be a depressing and burdensome faith to 
bear. 
 

At the core of the Gospel story of the 
good thief is unconditional love and 
compassion. Today, you will be with me 
in paradise. Not, okay your sins are 
forgiven; now do this and this and this, 
and you will be saved. But today - now - 
you will enter into glory with me. 
Welcome! 
 

Divine Mercy is often associated with the 
visions and private revelations of St. 
Faustina. Pope John Paul II had a great 
devotion to this Polish nun. When he 
declared the Second Sunday of Easter to 
be Divine Mercy Sunday, many took it as 
a papal decree to promote the devotions 
described in Faustina’s “Diary,” such as 
venerating the Divine Mercy image and 
praying the Chaplet. 
 

Divine Mercy Sunday has been 
celebrated for years as a private devotion. 
But in the year 2000, Pope Saint John 
Paul II, who himself was an 
extraordinary instrument of God’s mercy, 
put this feast on the Church’s official 
calendar as he raised Sister Faustina to 
sainthood. 
 

Saint Faustina was a member of the 
Congregation of Sisters of Our Lady of 
Mercy in Krakow, Poland.  She died in 
1938.  She came from a simple and poor 
family of farmers, had only three years of 
simple education and performed the 

humblest of tasks in her convent.  But she 
also was a mystic who was privileged to 
have many private revelations from our 
Lord which she recorded in her diary of 
Divine Mercy. 
 

She writes of her experience on February 
22, 1931:  
 

In the evening, when I was in my cell, I 
became aware of the Lord Jesus clothed 
in a white garment. One hand was raised 
in blessing, the other was touching the 
garment at the breast. From the opening 
of the garment at the breast there came 
forth two large rays, one red and the 
other pale. In silence I gazed intently at 
the Lord; my soul was overwhelmed with 
fear, but also with great joy. After a while 
Jesus said to me, ‘paint an image 
according to the pattern you see, with the 
inscription: Jesus, I trust in You.’ 
 

Later, Jesus explained to her in another 
vision:  
 

“The pale ray stands for the Water which 
makes souls righteous; the red ray stands 
for the Blood which is the life of souls. 
These two rays issued forth from the 
depths of My most tender Mercy at that 
time when My agonizing Heart was 
opened by a lance on the Cross. 
Fortunate is the one who will dwell in 
their shelter, for the just hand of God 
shall not lay hold of him.” 
 

Jesus spoke again to her of His desire that 
the Solemnity of Divine Mercy be 
established: 
 

“On that day (the 8th day of Easter each 
year) the very depths of My tender mercy 
are open. I pour out a whole ocean of 
graces upon those souls who approach 
the fount of My mercy. The soul that will 
go to Confession and receive Holy 
Communion shall obtain complete 
forgiveness of sins and punishment. On 
that day all the divine floodgates through 
which grace flow are opened. Let no soul 
fear to draw near to Me, even though its 
sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so great 
that no mind, be it of man or of angel, 
will be able to fathom it throughout all 
eternity.” 
 

This year more than ever, the world, 
especially America needs the Divine 
Mercy.  There is no longer respect for 
life. Our society has transitioned to 
abortion to infanticide. What a honor that 
is for our legislators and government 
leaders to legalize murder. Life is 
cheapened because of immoral laws and 
ideologies. We see killings of innocent 
people because of their religious beliefs. 
Christianity is attacked and the media  
and politicians are silent because it does 
not fit their narratives.  

 
On this mercy Sunday, I invite you to 
join us to pray to Jesus, the Divine Mercy 
for Pro-Life causes. There is a close link 
between this devotion and the pro-life 
movement.  Sister Faustina wrote in her 
diary the following:  
 

"On at least three occasions, from 8:00-
11:00 in the evening, she felt like her 
insides were being torn apart. She 
suffered so much that she thought she 
was going to die. The doctors couldn't 
figure out what was ailing her, and no 
medication was able to alleviate her 
sufferings. Later, she was given to 
understand that she was undergoing 
those pains for mothers who were 
aborting their children (Diary, 1276). 
  

"On another occasion, she had a vision 
of an angel coming with thunderbolts to 
destroy one of the most beautiful cities of 
her country. And she felt powerless to do 
anything about it (Diary, 474). What 
antidote did the Lord give her? The 
Chaplet of Divine Mercy. [She explained] 
that the city was to be chastised for its 
sins, primarily the sin of 
abortion." ("Wombs of Mercy," Marian 
Helpers Bulletin, Summer 1995, p.13). 
  

In 2003, Pope John Paul II issued an 
Apostolic Blessing to all who pray the 
Divine Mercy Chaplet “for mothers, that 
they not abort their offspring; for infants 
in danger of being put to death in the 
womb; for a change of heart of providers 
of abortions and of their collaborators; 
for human victims of stem cell research, 
genetic manipulation, cloning and 
euthanasia; and for all entrusted with the 
government of peoples, that they may 
promote the Culture of Life, so as to put 
an end to the culture of death." 
 

As we celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday, 
intensely reflect upon the abundance of 
this gift that God wishes to pour forth 
upon us.  There is no limit to how much 
we are loved by our God of perfect 
mercy.  And today, on this the eighth day 
of Easter, we should especially be aware 
of the fact that the floodgates of Heaven 
are opened to us to an unimaginable 
degree.  Turn your eyes toward our 
merciful Lord and be open to all that He 
wishes to bestow. 
 
 

 



HONOR OR REMEMBER YOUR MOTHER ON MOTHERS’ DAY 
 

 

MOTHERS’ DAY ENVELOPES 
Honor our wonderful mothers, living and deceased on Mothers’ Day. Envelopes are in the pews today. Please return 
envelopes with your donation on or before Sunday, May 5. Names of mothers that you are honoring or remembering will 
be listed in our parish bulletin on Mother’s Day, May 12.  
 

COMPLIMENTARY MOTHERS’ DAY CARDS 
After you have returned your Mother’s day envelope, you may pick up a MOTHER’S DAY CARD in the back of the 
church. There are two different cards. One card is for the living mother which you can give to the mother, wife or friend 
you are honoring to let her know that she and her intentions are remembered in all the Mother’s Day Masses in our 
parish. The other card is for the deceased mother, wife or friend which you can give to the family of the person you are 
remembering.  THE CARDS ARE FREE and compliment of our parish. 

 

 
PLEASE JOIN US FOR THE  

MERCY SUNDAY CELEBRATION 
TODAY, SUNDAY, APRIL 28, AT 3:00 PM 

THE HOUR OF MERCY 
 

EXPOSITION, ADORATION AND BENEDICTION  
OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT 

 

PRAYING THE CHAPLET OF THE DIVINE MERCY 
FOR PRO-LIFE CAUSES 

MAY 12, 2019 



 

Beginning May 11, 2019 
 

Daily Mass - 12:00 Noon 
Saturday Mass - 9:00 am 

 

Weekend Masses 
Saturday Vigil Mass - 5:00 pm 

Sunday Masses - 7:30; 9:30; 11:30 am 
 

Confession - Saturday - 4:30 pm 

HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 1st Friday   during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

 

 

 

I would like to thank all of you who participated in all of our 
Lenten and Holy Week observances. To those who generously 
contributed their time and talents in so many ways; our 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist, Ushers and Greeters, 
our Lectors, Altar Servers. Extra special thanks to our Parish 
Choir who accompanied all our services and made our liturgies 
solemn and remarkably beautiful.  

To those who’ve helped in one way or the other making our 
church look especially beautiful for Easter especially those 
who’ve helped with the decorations and the cleaning up of our 
church surroundings. Those who prepared the candidates for 
full communion with the Catholic Church, those who received 
Confirmation and First Communion.  

To those who have contributed financially both for our Easter 
collection and for the flower memorialization, my sincerest 
thanks to all of you. I wish you all the happiness, joy and peace 
this Easter. 



 

Empowering for Kids, Life-Changing for the Whole Family 
 The kids engage their faith using their God’s Park app for IOS and Android.  

 Faith is, all of a sudden, hands-on and ‘in-touch’! 

 Fun, educational games and interactive loops allow the kids to enjoy their 
journey to faith discovery. 

 Offline action plans connect the kids to their families, the Church and larger 
community. 

 Families have access to numerous Gospel-themed animation videos, 
providing a wholesome catechesis to all. 

Online / Offline Learning 
Individual kids will be using iPads, 
Tablets or smart phones during catechism 
sessions. God’s Park application will be 
downloaded for individual use both in the 
classroom and at home. Interactive online 
world provides digital resources and full-
curricular materials to supplement faith 
formation platforms.   
 
Mobile Access 
The app helps familiarize kids with Bible 
stories; learn their catechesis; meet the 
saints; know and memorize their prayers; 
put faith lessons in lived practice – all in 
a fun and interactive way. 
 
Handcrafted for Kids 
God’s Park is hands-on faith immersion 
for kids, who can learn through a  multi-
touch system – touching the gadget, 
touching the heart of Christian faith and 

being in-touch with the real world of 
family, community and church life. 
 
Curriculum-Partnered 
The lessons adapt easily to existing 
curricula, mirroring the outlines of the 
Catechism of Catholic Church (CCC). 
 
Story-Rich 
Animated Gospel stories and Bible 
characters come to life in ways that relate 
to kids and parents. The exciting 
animation videos and lessons center on 
the Gospel stories and Bible times.  
 
Keep in Touch 
Kids’ posts and parents’ blogs connect 
insights and reflections with experiences. 
 
Game-Immersive 
Games and fun activities that seamlessly 
tie to faith lessons and offline 

applications. The game mechanics 
increase motivation and trigger high-
energy participation. The gamefied 
learning actually speaks the kids’ 
language.  
 
Innovations in Learning Style 
Giving premium to contemporary “tacit 
learning” and shifting from a teaching-
based to a learning-based approach 
through kids’ engagement with the 
religious world. 
 
Praxis-Oriented 
Practical, offline action plans are cool and 
fun ways to translate learnings to concrete 
action and concrete Christian living 
 
Mission Adventures 
The online lessons lead to offline action 
plans and lived Christian practices. 

Immaculate Conception Church will bring faith formation programs in dialogue with the emerging digital culture.  It is new 
fun way of learning  the faith. God’s Park is a new digital approach to catechesis. It is a catechetical game app that is solidly 
Catholic, kid-friendly and engagingly fun. We will first offer this program to Grades 1-4. Grades 5-8 will use the program in 
part along with the traditional classroom instruction.  



We are pleased to announce that 
Immaculate Conception Church now 
has contracted with our bulletin 
publishing company as our online 
giving provider. Online giving has 
always been an option in our parish 
– a convenient and secure way to 
make your weekly faith and 
sacrificial giving.   We thank those 
who are already in the system and 
with this new company, we would 
like to encourage each and every 
parishioner to choose this option.  
 
When you choose to give online, 
your donation will transfer directly 
to our bank account.  This is a 
convenience for you as you no 
longer need to remember to stop by 
the ATM or remember to bring your 
checkbook.  It also helps us as 
recurring donations provide 
consistency and efficiency, easing 
the work for our back office 
administration.  
 

Electronic Funds Transfer 
Electronic Funds Transfer enables you to 
have your weekly offering automatically 
debited from your checking account or 
credit card.  
 
You choose how much to give, how often 
to give, and what method of payment is to 
be used. You can also make special 
offertory donations for second 
collections, capital campaigns, and 
special events. 
 

Itʼs Fast, Simple and Secure 
To get started, you can visit our parish 
website at www.iccmahwah.org and click 
on the Parish Giving Logo. This will take 
you to the registration page for our parish.   
 
You have the option to create a Profile 
while on our giving page, which will give 
you the ability to log in at any time to 
view your prior online donations or make 
changes to any recurring gifts you may 
have scheduled.  Whether you choose to 

create a Profile or not, you can setup a 
one-time or recurring donation and 
designate your donation to any of our 
categories of giving.  
 

After completing registration, select from 
the various contributions for your parish. 
Some contributions are recurring, while 
others are processed only once. All 
contributions are processed once a month. 
When finished, pick the preferred billing 
method and billing date. 
 

You can view your contribution history, 
edit upcoming contributions and change 
your billing date and/or billing method if 
necessary. 
 

Protecting Your Security 
Parish Giving adheres to the 
strictest guidelines 
regarding the security of the 
financial information you 
provide.  
 

Parish Giving utilizes the 
strongest SSL encryption 
technology available, the 
same technologies 
employed by financial and 
banking institutions.  
 

We are PCI compliant and 
safeguard our systems with advanced 
firewall, thorough anti-virus and 
aggressive anti-hacking technologies. 
 

Why Choose Electronic 
Funds Transfer as  Your 

Means of Gifting? 
 

Simplicity – You will appreciate the 
simplicity of the system and the ability to 
make updates, changes and one-time 
donations.   
 

Convenience – No more searching for the 
checkbook or Sunday morning stops at 
the ATM machine. 
 
Tax Benefits – For tax purposes, you will 
be able to print a report detailing your 
contributions for the year. 
 

Parish Benefits – Our parish will 
experience a substantial increase in 
stewardship while significantly reducing 
administrative costs.  
 

When you give online,  
the following payment 
methods are available 

  
eChecks: This is a very cost effective 
way to give to [Your Organization].  By 
entering your bank’s routing and account 
number, you can make a one-time or 
recurring donation. 
  
Credit & Debit Cards: We understand 
that many people use debit cards as an 
alternative to paper checks or exercise 
responsible use of credit cards as a way to 
conveniently manage expenses.  Many 
cards today offer valuable points, such as 
air miles, which can be an added 
incentive.  As with eChecks, you can also 
setup one-time or recurring donations. 
  

We encourage you to consider 
online giving for your future 
donations. 
 

I will miss dropping 
something in the basket on 

Sundays 
Don’t be. A Parish giving Card will be 
available in the back of the church  or in 
the envelope slots. If you are an online 
giver, you can take that card and drop it 
in the collection basket as it passes in 
front of you.  

our new ONLINE of giving 



 

Saturday, April 27 Saturday within the Octave of Easter  
9:00 a.m.       Jessica Munoz by Jack Valentine 
4:30 p.m.       Kathryn Casey by Mary Casey 
 

Sunday, April 28 Sunday of Divine Mercy 
7:30 a.m.       Marilyn Maier by John Turano                                 
9:00 a.m.       People of the Parish                       
10:30 a.m.     Thomas Sprofera by the Infante Family 
12:00 p.m.     Robert & Laura Kelly by George & Ann Marie 

Kelly  
 

3:00 pm  DIVINE MERCY SPIRITUAL EVENT 
 

Monday, April 29 St. Catherine of Siena, Dr. of the Church 
12:00 p.m.     Elsie Melnick by Andy & Ileen Lohan 
 

Tuesday, April 30 
12:00 p.m.     John Vanderbeek by Andy & Ileen Lohan   
 

Wednesday, May 1 St. Joseph the Worker 
12:00 p.m.     Merry England McCrimlisk by McCrimlisk 

Family 
 

Thursday, May 2 St. Athanasius, Bishop         
12:00 p.m      Remedios Soriano by Wilbert & Carolyn Ngo 
 

Friday, May 3 Sts. Philip & James, Apostles 
12:00 p.m.     Margaret Smith by Andy & Ileen Lohan  
 

Saturday, May 4                       
9:00 a.m.       Stephen Cimis by Ginny Cox-Westwood & 

Lorene Cox 
4:30 p.m.       Living and deceased members of the parish  
Sunday, May 5 Third Sunday of Easter 
7:30 a.m.       Elsie Melnick by the Sciorra 

Family                         
9:00 a.m.       Barholomew & Mary Moynahan by Eileen 

Moynahan & Ed Diaz                    
10:30 a.m.     Daniel Fox by Lorene Cox 
12:00 p.m.     Michael W. Conte by Colleen Garbe        

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Courtney Colucci, Frederick Hettinger, Mercedes Tabije, 
Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Vincent Brosnan,  

Anita A. Herpst,  John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado,  
Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca,  

Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay, Era Ocampo,  
Ma. Neny Pabustan, Nemia Consunto,  Staci Alfano,   

Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan,  
John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos,  

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue,  
Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, 
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,  

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, 

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,  

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,  
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina, 
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon, 

Nicholas Androulidakis, John Donnangelo 

  

Paschal Candle 
burns in thanksgiving of  

MIRIAM LUMBRERAS 
and 

VEBIAN CHANG 
 

 


