
HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
900 Darlington Ave., Mahwah, NJ 07430          

www.iccmahwah.org  * info@iccmahwah.org  *  201-327-1276 

IN ORDINARY TIME 
FEBRUARY 17, 2019 

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 1st Friday   during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
On the average day, when the mail arrives in my office, most of 
the mail goes straight into the trash. There are catalogues, 
sometimes multiple copies of the same one; sales letters offering 
new credit cards or life insurance; appeals from religious orders 
to help support their good works around the world; even 
envelopes that look like personal letters until you open them up 
and find that they’re just computer imitations. Sometimes, I 
even find mail addressed to former pastors or secretaries or 
church volunteers. 
 

My point is, lots of times, you can’t help but feel that you’re 
pretty unimportant in today’s computer-driven world. It’s like 
you’re just another consumer listed on somebody’s computer 
printout. 
 

But happily, that’s not how God sees things. In spite of all the 
messages to the contrary that the world sends us, we are 
important. We are made in God’s image and likeness, and we 
are destined to live with God forever. And in the Gospel today, 
the famous “Sermon on the Plain.” Jesus tells us this in a way 
totally different from what the world says. 
 

The world tells us that people are like a box of tissues, 
disposable. Abort babies who get in the way; you can always 
have another kid when the timing is better. Put poor, sick 
Grandma out of her misery. It’s OK to hate people who are 
different; we don’t need them; we can associate with a better 
kind. 
 

A couple of weeks ago, we read Paul’s letter to the Corinthians 
where he explained that we’re all vital parts in the Body of 
Christ. But the world tells us that we’re more like a spare part, 
expendable. I don’t need you; I can get another friend or another 
employee or another wife. And after a while, we begin to 
believe all this.  
 

There’s an old legend about a little Indian boy. You may have 
heard this but it really illustrates the Lord’s point today in the 
Sermon on the Plain. 
 

One day, an Indian boy found an eagle’s egg. He carefully 
placed it in a nest of chicken eggs. Before long, an eaglet 
hatched along with the brood of chicks. The eaglet grew up with 
the chickens. It scratched in the dirt for seeds the way that the 
chickens did. It cackled the way the chickens did. And it 
thrashed its wings and flew a few feet off the ground the way 
the chickens did. 
 

Then one day, the eaglet looked up into the clear blue sky and 
saw a most marvelous sight. It saw a magnificent bird soaring 
majestically through the sky on two big golden wings. The little 

eagle’s breath was taken away. It was all excited and asked an 
older chicken, “What kind of bird is that?” “That’s an eagle,” 
said the older chicken. “But forget about it! You could never 
soar like that in a million years!” 

 

That’s the same depressing message that the world sends us 
today. It tells us: “Forget about Jesus Christ and his teachings. 
He’s the Son of God. His world was completely different from 
our world. You could never be like him. You could never soar 
the way he did, not in a million years.  

 

So most of us cast our eyes down rather sheepishly and figure, 
“Yeah, you’re right. What was I thinking? How could I be like 
Jesus? That’s crazy.” But our Lord said, in the gospel of John, 
“Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes in me will do the 
works that I do, and will do greater ones than these.” (Jn 14: 12). 
 

St. Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “God chose the foolish of the 
world to shame the wise, and God chose the weak of the world 
to shame the strong, and God chose the lowly and despised of 
the world to reduce to nothing those who are something.” (1 Cor 
1: 27–28). 
 

All of this leads us back to the Sermon on the Plain in the gospel 
today. Jesus stood among a huge crowd of poor people in a 
field, people that the world considered disgusting, worthless, 
disposable and he said, “Blessed are you who are poor; for the 
kingdom of God is yours!” He stood among the hungry and 
Jesus said, “Blessed are you who are now hungry, for you will 
be satisfied!” 

 

He addressed the hundreds of sorrowing people sitting on that 
plain, folks that the world considered expendable and he said, 
“Blessed are you who are now weeping, for you will laugh!” 

 

To us, too, the world says: “You’re poor? Bummer! What a 
rotten break but I’m going off to Disney World and really don’t 
have time to talk right now. See you around. You’re hungry? 
Oh, that’s a shame. Maybe you should get a better job so you 
can support your family. You’re weeping? Gee, cheer up; I 
really can’t stand being around miserable people; it’s such a 
downer.” 

 

But Christ, the Compassionate One, says, “Rejoice, the kingdom 
of God is yours.” He reminds us in this startling message that he 
came among us as a poor soul,  hungry, sorrowing, rejected and 
misunderstood, yet he conquered this world and has shown us 
the way to paradise… if we are willing to believe him and 
accept his teaching. 
 

Open your heart and head, and ask God to fill you with his 
amazing blessings and wisdom. Yes, truly, the kingdom of God 
is yours.  
 
 

 
 



Enjoy an Evening of Traditional Irish Fare 
and Entertainment, DJ, Dancing, 

 Soda Bread Contest and Best Irish Dress Contest 
RAFFLE BASKETS and 50/50. 

BYOB 
$35 per person or $340 for a table of 10  

 

 



This year's theme is "Alive in Christ…Finding Our True Identity". The English track will feature keynote speakers Mary Rice Hasson 
who is the Kate O'Beirne Fellow in Catholic Studies at the Ethics and Public Policy Center in Washington, D.C. She also directs the 
Catholic Women's Forum, and is an expert on topics related to women, faith, culture, family, sexual morality, and gender ideology, 
and Gloria Purvis who is the Creator of Authentically Free at Last show on EWTN. She is the host of Morning Glory EWTN radio 
show, and one of the editors of the African American Youth Bible. The day begins at 8:00 AM with registration and ends at 4:00 pm 
with Mass.  
 

This year’s theme, for the English track, is “For a time such as this, Holiness and Hope!” The speaker for the English track will be 
Father Larry Richards, the founder and president of The Reason for Our Hope Foundation, a non- profit organization dedicated to 
‘spreading the Good News’ by educating others about Jesus Christ and hosts various radio shows and programs on EWTN. The 
master of ceremonies, Gregory Floyd, is the Executive Vice President of Mission at Eva’s Village. He is a husband, father, author and 
speaker. The day begins at 8:00 AM with breakfast and ends at 4:30 PM. Registration for both events is $25 for adults. Priests & 
religious are free. The day includes continental breakfast and lunch. More information will become available in January on these 
websites at www.rcan.org/womcom (WOMEN)  

As members of the Catholic Church of Newark, we are united by a common mission 
entrusted to us by Jesus Christ - to proclaim the Gospel, to pass on the faith to the next 
generation through the celebration of the sacraments, and to care for the poor and 
vulnerable. The 2019 Sharing God's Blessings Appeal binds us more closely to this mission 
through our stewardship of God's many gifts. 

Your support of this year's Sharing God's Blessings Appeal will have a direct impact in the 
lives of those served through the ministries and programs of this Archdiocese. 

With this in mind, we encourage the faithful to consider making a pledge to the Annual 
Appeal. Committing to a recurring monthly gift may allow you to give more generously and 
in a way that best aligns with your budget. Thank you for your kind consideration!  

LIVING WILL AND ADVANCE DIRECTIVE 

Living wills and other advance directives are written, legal instructions regarding your preferences for medical care if you are unable 
to make decisions for yourself. Advance directives guide choices for doctors and caregivers if you're terminally ill, seriously injured, 
in a coma, in the late stages of dementia or near the end of life. Advance directives aren't just for older adults. Unexpected end-of-life 
situations can happen at any age, so it's important for all adults to prepare these documents. 
 
By planning ahead, you can get the medical care you want, avoid unnecessary suffering and relieve caregivers of decision-making 
burdens during moments of crisis or grief. You also help reduce confusion or disagreement about the choices you would want people 
to make on your behalf. Make yours TODAY. 
 

Copy of Living Will and Advance Directive are available in the back of the church or can be downloaded 
from our parish website: www.iccmahwah.org 



Please Consider ICC in 

Your Estate Plan 
 
Have you ever heard that phrase? I bet that someplace and 
sometime over the years, you may have run across this 
statement. Maybe you’ve seen it on the back of an envelope or 
in a newsletter? 
 

Have you ever wondered if anyone ever does this? Does anyone 
ever really remember their parish in their will? The simple 
answer is yes. Churches has received many generous bequests 
from a number of estates over the years. Many Catholics have 
determined that they wish to provide for the Church through a 
gift from their estate. Yet I’ve heard it said many times before 
that sometimes, people just don’t consider charitable giving 
when deciding how to make best use of their hard earned 
earthly assets.  
 

When considering gifts to a charity in your Will or Trust please 
remember Immaculate Conception Church. Gifts can be made 
as a restricted donation to the parish in the following manner 
through your Will or Trust: 

 A specific dollar amount. 

 A percentage of your estate. 

 A particular asset such as real estate or other valuables. 

 You may also name the parish as a beneficiary of a 
retirement plan or life insurance policy. 

 

ESTABLISHING AN ESTATE PLAN 
Everyone should have an estate plan comprising of either a will 
or a trust. A will is a legal document that allows you to control 
how your assets are distributed after your lifetime. Without a 
will, the probate court will decide who gets your assets upon 
your death. Typically, the court will split your assets between 
your surviving spouse and children, or your blood relatives. A 
trust allows you to control how your assets are distributed both 
during and after your lifetime. Establishing a trust requires that 
you transfer ownership or title of your assets to the name of 
your trust. Since the trust owns the assets, there is nothing for 
the courts to control when your die. This is beneficial since, 
unlike a will, you avoid all the costs, delays and publicity of the 
probate process.  
 

YOU ARE LEAVING A LEGACY 
No matter how you decide to remember your parish, a gift from 
your will accomplishes several key benefits. It sends a strong 
message to your heirs that the Church played an important role 
in your life. 
 

 It guarantees that your generosity to the Church will be 
continued even after you are gone. 

 It provides important assistance to our parish. 

 It may even provide tax benefits for your heirs. 
 

Talk to your lawyer or financial counselor today about the best 
way for you to remember your parish in your will. 
 

Many Catholics lived lives of stewards while on this earth. 
They gave of their time, talent and treasure. And now, after 
they have been called to a life with Christ, the accumulation of 
their earthly treasure will provide a lifetime of benefit to many 
in our parish. In living the life of stewardship, we give 10% of 
our treasure back to the Lord. Why not consider a gift in our 
will of 10% to the Church? 

 

As we move forward with our pastoral life at Immaculate 
Conception Church, we all know that there are few 
changes that we as a community are facing.  

 

The church renovation is surely becoming a reality. We 
are hoping to begin construction after Easter and for this 
we have to make the necessary preparations and 
adjustments especially with our Masses.  

 

For our venue, one of the options that we are seriously 
pursuing is at the beautiful chapel of Maryrest 
Mausoleum. The place is already set up for our worship 
needs. However, negotiations are still being made with the 
cemeteries office. Nothing is final until they grant our 
request.  
 
Marian Hall is another possibility for the time being 
because as the renovation progresses, the place will also 
be affected by the construction. Our school gym is an 
active sports facility of our tenant, the Sage School. If we 
decide to have our weekend Masses in the gym, we will 
need to find a person or persons to set-up and take down 
the physical arrangement every time we use the gym, 
which is weekly. Perhaps college kids or YOUR kids who 
would like to earn a little money can come forward and do 
the job. Please see me to you have any idea regarding the 
gym set-up. 
 
Our weekday Masses will be at the Galilee Hall which is 
still be at 12:00 Noon.  

 

We are also reducing the number of our Sunday Masses to 
only three from the usual four. One consideration about 
the reduction of Masses is that our church is not being 
used to capacity. The distance between parishioners in 
attendance at Mass is noticeable. With the consolidation 
of Mass Times, we will be able to get to know other 
members of our community as we share our Eucharistic 
table. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we will have an 
opportunity to get to know our family better. 

 

Beginning on Sunday, May 11, 2019, our Masses will 
be at 7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM.  Our Saturday 
Vigil Mass will be at 5:00 PM.  
 

For those who requested Masses for the 10:30 Mass on 
Sundays, please call the parish office to reassign the 
Mass to either 9:30 or 11:30 AM.  If not, we will 
reassign Masses ourselves and be published in the 
bulletin accordingly.  Masses requested for 9:00 AM 
Masses will be assigned to 9:30 AM and those for the 
12 Noon will be assigned to 11:30 AM.  
 
During the renovation,  I have arranged with Fr. Jacek 
Marchewka, pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary that we 
can use his church for funerals and weddings. Baptisms 
can still be celebrated  within our Sunday Masses or at a 
determined time and day at ICC Galilee Hall (formerly 
Gathering Room) 



 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

 
My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
The revelations of clergy sexual abuse of minors throughout this past year have 
provoked feelings of shock, anger, shame, and deep sorrow throughout our Catholic 
community. Victims, their families, and the faithful are rightfully outraged over the 
abuses perpetrated against minors. Additionally, the failure of Church leadership to 
immediately remove suspected abusers from ministry is particularly reprehensible.  

  

In an effort to do what is right and just, we are publishing the names of diocesan clergy 
credibly accused of sexual abuse of minors in the Archdiocese of Newark. This list of 
names is the result of an extensive review of Archdiocesan records dating back to 1940. 
All names were previously reported to law enforcement agencies. You can visit the 
website at https://healing.rcan.org/ 
  

The Archdiocese of Newark has a zero-tolerance policy for any type of mistreatment or 
misconduct involving children and young adults. No member of the clergy with a 
credible allegation of sexual abuse of a minor remains in ministry.  

  

It is our sincerest hope that this disclosure will help bring healing to those whose lives 
have been so deeply violated. We also pray that this can serve as an initial step in our 
efforts to help restore your trust in the leadership of the Catholic Church. 

  

I wish to express my genuine sorrow to the victims and their families who were so 
profoundly betrayed. On behalf of our Church, I beg your forgiveness. You have my 
solemn promise of prayers and support as you continue on your healing journey.  

  

As a sign of our commitment and support, a new Independent Victim Compensation 
Program has been established. This program will allow those sexually abused as minors 
by clergy to seek compensation in a compassionate, expeditious and transparent manner. 
While no degree of financial compensation can adequately address the suffering 
endured, we want this to be a genuine expression of our remorse and our desire to 
comfort and compensate those victimized by this abuse. 

  

The disclosure of this list of names is not an endpoint in our process. Rather, it is an 
expression of our commitment to protecting our children, and a new level of 
transparency in the way we report and respond to allegations of abuse. We must protect 
our children, first, foremost, and always. 

  

Significant progress has been made to ensure that children are safe in today’s Church. 
Since 2002, we have implemented Safe Environment programs and measures that have 
positively impacted how we create and support safe environments throughout the 
Archdiocese of Newark. 

  

Moving forward, vigilance must be maintained. We all must be committed to protecting 
our children, the most vulnerable members of our community.. As such, I urge anyone 
aware of suspected sexual misconduct by any cleric, employee, or volunteer of the 
Archdiocese to report it immediately to law enforcement and to the Archdiocesan Victim 
Assistance Coordinator: 201-407-3256. 
  

While these are difficult times for all of us, prayer is critical to maintaining our faith. Let 
us place our anger, shame, sorrow and disappointment at the feet of Our Lord, asking for 
the healing that only His grace can provide. We pray that we may be a source of strength 
and compassion for the victims of abuse and their families. We also pray for all members 
of the Catholic community who suffer from these tragic wounds in the Body of Christ. 
And we offer encouragement and fraternal support to the many faithful priests who are 
so deeply hurt by the failings of their brothers. 
  

I pray that the Blessed Virgin Mary, the Sorrowful Mother, but also the Mother of Holy 
Hope, may heal our hearts and light our way so that we will see the Church rise again 
renewed. 
  

Thank you and may God bless you. 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ the Redeemer, 
 
 

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R. 
Archbishop of Newark  
February 13, 2019  



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Vincent Brosnan, Anita 
A. Herpst,  John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, Sandra 

Machado, Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Jay 
DeVenecia, Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  Era Ocampo, 

Ma. Neny Pabustan, Nemia Consunto, Staci Alfano,  
Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan, John Burgio, 
Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, Kevin Corcoran, Sean 
Crosby, Matthew Donohue, Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, 

Allison Florio, Terry Gill, Lynn Goodman , Leighton 
Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, Ryan Ilardi, Tony & 

Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz, Ruth Kavanagh, John 
LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, Kristen Mansfield, 
Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, Robert Miotto, 
McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, Kunbi 
Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli, Catherine 

Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin, Rado Petric, 
Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli, Jake 

Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,  Kathleen 
Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina, Estella 

Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon, 
Nicholas Androulidakis 

  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

February 9/10  
Regular Collection - $ 3,561.00 

Donations Restricted for Utilities - $ 5,025.00 
 
 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are 
making to our church  Your offerings, of your time, of 
your God-given talents, and of your money, help support 
all that we do at ICC.  Our church could do nothing 
without the faithful offerings of its members. Together, we 
are the Body of Christ.  When we are giving, we are being 
the faithful people God calls us to be. Our offerings bring 
about blessings on many levels. We are transformed, made 
new, through our offerings.  We believe in a God who is 
generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So we are 
called to be generous as God is generous.   

 
 
 

Saturday,  February 16 
9:00 a.m.   Judy Maltzan by ICAPS 
4:30 p.m.     Henry Beattie by Midge Perrin 

 

Sunday,  February 17 Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.     Anthony DeJoie by Mary DeJoie 
9:00 a.m.     Living and deceased members of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.   James Griffin Sr. by James & Maryann Griffin 
12:00 p.m.   Fulvio Zingaro by Lia Chagris  

 

Monday, February 18 PRESIDENT’S DAY 
 OFFICE IS CLOSED 
9:00 a.m.   Kai Moller by James & Maryann Griffin  

 

Tuesday,  February 19 
12:00 p.m.  Gertrude Moller by James & Maryann Griffin  

 

Wednesday, February 20 
12:00 p.m.  Deceased members of Yalch Family by Geralyn & 
 Leonard Timmons 

 

Thursday, February 21 St. Peter Damian 
12:00 p.m.  Edouard Sawchuk by Barbano Family 
 

Friday, February 22 Chair of St. Peter, Apostle 
12:00 p.m.  Daniel Cox by Lorene Cox 

 

Saturday,  February 23 St. Polycarp 
9:00 a.m.   John Henry Williams by Tom & Jingay Williams 
4:30 p.m.   Albert Specht by John & Jeanne Chmielowiec  

 

Sunday,  February 24 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 
9:00 a.m.   Patrick Hasset by James & Maryann Griffin 
10:30 a.m.  Dan Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin 
12:00 p.m.  Robert & Laura Kelly by George & AnnMarie Kelly 
  

With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!

Please see TJ MARDEN,our Music Director  
after all Masses or email at 

music@iccmahwah.org 

The Bread and Wine  
are offered in memory of  

 

VICTIMS OF ABORTION 
 

 
 


