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Lent is a new 
beginning, a path 
leading to the certain 
goal of Easter, Christ's 
victory over death. This 
season urgently calls us 
to conversion. 
Christians are asked to 
return to God "with all 
their hearts" (Joel 2:12), 
to refuse to settle for 
mediocrity and to grow 

in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is the faithful friend who never 
abandons us. Even when we sin, he patiently awaits our return; by 
that patient expectation, he shows us his readiness to forgive. 
 

Lent is a favorable season for deepening our spiritual life through 
the means of sanctification offered us by the Church: fasting, prayer 
and almsgiving. At the basis of everything is the word of God, 
which during this season we are invited to hear and ponder more 
deeply. I would now like to consider the parable of the rich man 
and Lazarus. Let us find inspiration in this meaningful story, for it 
provides a key to understanding what we need to do in order to 
attain true happiness and eternal life. It exhorts us to sincere 
conversion. 
 

1. The other person is a gift 
The parable begins by presenting its two main characters. The poor 
man is described in greater detail: he is wretched and lacks the 
strength even to stand. Lying before the door of the rich man, he fed 
on the crumbs falling from his table. His body is full of sores and 
dogs come to lick his wounds. The picture is one of great misery; it 
portrays a man disgraced and pitiful. 
 

The scene is even more dramatic if we consider that the poor man is 
called Lazarus: a name full of promise, which literally means God 
helps. This character is not anonymous. While practically invisible 
to the rich man, we see and know him as someone familiar. He 
becomes a face, and as such, a gift, a priceless treasure, a human 
being whom God loves and cares for, despite his concrete condition 
as an outcast. 
 

Lazarus teaches us that other persons are a gift. A right relationship 
with people consists in gratefully recognizing their value. Even the 
poor person at the door of the rich is not a nuisance, but a summons 
to conversion and to change. The parable first invites us to open the 
doors of our heart to others because each person is a gift, whether it 
be our neighbor, a fetus in a mother’s womb or an anonymous 
pauper. Lent is a favorable season for opening the doors to all those 
in need and recognizing in them the face of Christ. Each of us 
meets people like this every day. Each life that we encounter is a 
gift deserving acceptance, respect and love. The word of God helps 
us to open our eyes to welcome and love life, especially when it is 
weak and vulnerable. But in order to do this, we have to take 
seriously what the Gospel tells us about the rich man. 
 

2. Sin blinds us 
The parable is unsparing in its description of the contradictions 
associated with the rich man. Unlike poor Lazarus, he does not have 
a name; he is simply called "a rich man". His opulence was seen in 
his extravagant and expensive robes. Purple cloth was even more 
precious than silver and gold, and was thus reserved to divinities 
and kings, while fine linen gave one an almost sacred character. 
The man was clearly ostentatious about his wealth, and in the habit 
of displaying it daily: "He feasted sumptuously every day." In him 
we can catch a dramatic glimpse of the corruption of sin, which 
progresses in three successive stages: love of money, vanity and 
pride. 

 
The Apostle Paul tells us that the love of money is the root of all 
evils. It is the main cause of corruption and a source of envy, strife 
and suspicion. Money can come to dominate us, even to the point of 
becoming a tyrannical idol. Instead of being an instrument at our 
service for doing good and showing solidarity towards others, 
money can chain us and the entire world to a selfish logic that 
leaves no room for love and hinders peace. 
 

The parable then shows that the rich man's greed makes him vain. 
His personality finds expression in appearances, in showing others 
what he can do. But his appearance masks an interior emptiness. 
His life is a prisoner to outward appearances, to the most superficial 
and fleeting aspects of existence. 
 

The lowest rung of this moral degradation is pride. The rich man 
dresses like a king and acts like a god, forgetting that he is merely 
mortal. For those corrupted by love of riches, nothing exists beyond 
their own ego. Those around them do not come into their line of 
sight. The result of attachment to money is a sort of blindness. The 
rich man does not see the poor man who is starving, hurting, lying 
at his door. 
 

Looking at this character, we can understand why the Gospel so 
bluntly condemns the love of money: "No one can be the slave of 
two masters: he will either hate the first and love the second, or be 
attached to the first and despise the second. You cannot be the slave 
both of God and of money" (Mt 6:24). 
 

3. The Word is a gift 
The Gospel of the rich man and Lazarus helps us to make a good 
preparation for the approach of Easter. The liturgy of Ash 
Wednesday invites us to an experience quite similar to that of the 
rich man. When the priest imposes the ashes on our heads, he 
repeats the words: "Remember that you are dust, and to dust you 
shall return". As it turned out, the rich man and the poor man both 
died, and the greater part of the parable takes place in the afterlife. 
The two characters suddenly discover that we brought nothing into 
the world, and we can take nothing out of it. 
 

We too see what happens in the afterlife. There the rich man speaks 
at length with Abraham, whom he calls "father", as a sign that he 
belongs to God's people. This detail makes his life appear all the 
more contradictory, for until this moment there had been no 
mention of his relation to God. In fact, there was no place for God 
in his life. His only god was himself. 
 

The rich man recognizes Lazarus only amid the torments of the 
afterlife. He wants the poor man to alleviate his suffering with a 
drop of water. What he asks of Lazarus is similar to what he could 
have done but never did. Abraham tells him: "During your life you 
had your fill of good things, just as Lazarus had his fill of bad. Now 
he is being comforted here while you are in agony." In the afterlife, 
a kind of fairness is restored and life's evils are balanced by good. 
 

The parable goes on to offer a message for all Christians. The rich 
man asks Abraham to send Lazarus to warn his brothers, who are 
still alive. But Abraham answers: "They have Moses and the 
prophets, let them listen to them."  Countering the rich man's 
objections, he adds: "If they will not listen either to Moses or to the 
prophets, they will not be convinced even if someone should rise 
from the dead."  
 

The rich man's real problem thus comes to the fore. At the root of 
all his ills was the failure to heed God's word. As a result, he no 
longer loved God and grew to despise his neighbor. The word of 
God is alive and powerful, capable of converting hearts and leading 
them back to God. When we close our heart to the gift of God's 
word, we end up closing our heart to the gift of our brothers and 
sisters. 
 



 
It’s not a good thing to leave the Family thanksgiving dinner early be-
cause it’s not just about eating good food, seeing the relatives once a 
year, and letting them see how fat you’ve become and how good you 
are looking. It’s about family, loving, and being loved even if they are 
not perfect. It’s about culture, hearing the old stories and the new ones 
and adding yours; it’s about recalling the past while the present sur-
rounds you and the future draws nearby. It’s not good to leave until the 
dessert and coffee is over and maybe an after dinner drink because it’s 
not just about you, it’s about all of you as a family. So you stay until 
it’s over, and you say goodbye with hugs and kisses and leave with a 
rekindled understanding of what being part of this family means. 
 
The Mass and Thanksgiving dinner have a lot in common, but the Mass 
is so much more. Because Mass is our celebration of the paschal mys-
tery, the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ for the salvation of 
the world. We gather as God’s family, the church, holy and imperfect, 
to hear again the story of how God has loved us and have been with us 
throughout history to this very day. In praying for the whole church and 
its needs, for the world at large, for those who suffer and those who die, 
we learn that we are to be mindful of them and to pray for them. 
 
As we give up our thanks and praise for all God has done for us and 
given us, we come to recognize God’s richest gift to us, Jesus Christ, 
who feeds and gives us strength in the form of bread and wine, the 
body and blood he gave for the life of the world. 
 
The Mass does not only celebrate our faith, it teaches us what we be-
lieve and how we are to live. That is why we cannot leave the Mass 
after communion. Because communion is not just for us and our salva-
tion. It’s about the salvation of the whole world. As we celebrate and 
receive the Eucharist, “We proclaim your death, O Lord, and profess 
your resurrection until you come again”. Who are we professing our 
faith to? It’s not just to ourselves but to the world. We become part of 
the story of how much God loves all people and is willing to let them 
know God through Christ. 
 
If we leave Mass before the dismissal, we miss out on the celebration 
and being taught why we celebrate the Eucharist in the first place. We 
get fed and strengthened on the body and blood of Christ not only for 
ourselves but also for all those he sacrificed his life for. 
 
We are dismissed from Mass not because it’s over, but because we 
have something to do. We are to go to the world to profess Christ. And 
so we stay to the end of Mass to be blessed and commissioned as the 
priest would always say “Go and announce the gospel of the Lord” or 
“Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life”. 

HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 1st Friday   during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

- my daily sacrifice to help renovate my church - 
 
During this holy season of Lent, we reflect upon the 
ultimate loving sacrifice that Jesus made for us. Helping to 
renovate our church is one way to honor our Lord's 
tremendous sacrifice for us during the season of Lent. Even 
the smallest gift can make a tremendous difference to our 
common project. This is our church and we have to 
accomplish this project together.  
 
Together describes the relationship of the early church in 
Jerusalem. “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ 
doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in 
prayers. Then fear came upon every soul, and many 
wonders and signs were done through the apostles. Now all 
who believed were together, and had all things in common, 
and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them 
among all, as anyone had need. So continuing daily with 
one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of 
heart, praising God and having favor with all the people. 
And the Lord added to the church daily those who were 
being saved.” (Acts 2:42-47) 
 
Together, we add value, share strengths, overcome 
challenges and provide a loving atmosphere where faith is 
strengthened and hope is fortified.  Together, let’s renovate 
our church. 
 
With the small box that you take home with you, please 
deposit any amount daily. At the end of Lenten Season, 
please return your boxes with your “Sacrificial Giving” to 
the Church.  



FRIDAY, MARCH 29; 6:00 PM 
$ 10 per person, $5 for 12 and under 

Menu:  
Pasta with Sauce or Butter  

(Gluten Free option available)  
Garden Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert, BYOB 

 

Come enjoy a night with family and friends as the  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
This event is a big contributor to the fundraising done by the Youth Group. 
These funds help pay for: busing to the NJ Catholic Youth Rally at Six Flags, 
offset retreat costs, for our Annual Mission Trip, many other things 
throughout the year. For this Pasta Dinner to be a complete success the 
Youth Group is asking for donations of food for the night.  
 

We are looking for: PENNE PASTA, CANNED TOMATOES (CRUSHED, PUREE, 
SAUCE, PASTE), AND DRINKS. Any excess of food will be donated to CFA. 
 

Please drop off all of your donations outside the Religious Education door. 
Thank you for your support! We will be selling Pasta Dinner Tickets after 
Mass the weekends of March 16th/17 and 23rd/24th. 
For more information: youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org. 

 

LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 

AND PENANCE SERVICE 

FRIDAY, APRIL 12; 7:00 PM 

 

 During Lent, we are invited to search deeply within our minds and hearts and 
to look at our own hopes for our own lives and for our world. We can rely on 
God’s promise to redeem us from all our iniquities and to never let us walk 
alone. We know that where God is, there can always be hope. Lent can be a 
time when we listen more deeply to hear and respond to the voice of God within 
and around us. Jesus prayed in his deepest agony and it gave him strength to 
continue the journey.  

As part of our Lenten journey we invite you to join us for a special time of prayer, 
reconciliation and healing. Come by yourself, come as a family, or invite a friend who 
has not experienced the sacrament of Reconciliation in some time. Join us as we 
experience the gracious mercy of God’s love! The sacrament of penance is an 
experience of the gift of God’s boundless mercy. Not only does it free us from our sins, 
but it also challenges us to have the same kind of compassion and forgiveness for those 
who sin against us. We are liberated to be forgivers.  Several priests will be available 
for individual confessions.  



THE CATHOLIC FAITH  
AS YOU'VE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE. 
For the first time, in breathtaking and high-definition cinematography, the truth, goodness, and beauty of Catholicism are illustrated 
in a multimedia experience. Journey with Bishop Robert Barron to more than 50 locations throughout 16 countries. From the sacred 
lands of Israel to the beating heart of Uganda; from the glorious shrines of Italy, France, and Spain to the streets of Mexico, Kolkata, 
and New York City; the fullness of CATHOLICISM is revealed. Be illuminated by the spiritual and artistic treasures of this global 
culture that claims more than one billion of the earth's people. Learn what Catholics believe and why. Discover the full meaning of 
the faith. 
 
Fr. Robert Barron says: For me,  the high point in the filming it was the Holy Land. It was the first time I had ever been there. Being 
in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was overwhelming. Out of reverence and the religious excitement of being there, I knelt down. 
Our cameraman filmed that and used it in the series. Another highlight was visiting Uganda. I teach a number of African students 
and asked them where I should go to see Catholicism in Africa. All of them said I should go to Namugongo, Uganda. There, on June 
3, they have a massive liturgy and procession for the martyr Charles Lwanga and companions on the site where he was burned at 
the stake. To see 500,000 African Catholics come with this giant procession of priests and bishops was overwhelming. In the video, I 
use the line about the “blood of the martyrs being the seed of Christianity,” and the camera pans back to show this massive 
gathering. That was an emotional highlight for me. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Parish Lenten Series  

Three Tuesdays of Lent  

March 19, April 2 and April 16 

beginning at 7:00 PM in Marian Hall 

 

session will be conducted by 

JENNIFER EDWARDS 

ICC’s former Pastoral Associate 

 

 

 

 

 

A Parish Lenten Series  

Three Tuesdays of Lent  

March 19, April 2 and April 16 

beginning at 7:00 PM in Marian Hall 

 

session will be conducted by 

JENNIFER EDWARDS 

ICC’s former Pastoral Associate 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

FRIDAYS OF LENT AFTER 12 NOON MASS FRIDAYS OF LENT AFTER 12 NOON MASS 



 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

 

As we move forward with our pastoral life at Immaculate Conception Church, we all 
know that there are few changes that we as a community are facing.  
 

The church renovation is surely becoming a reality. We are hoping to begin 
construction after Easter and for this we have to make the necessary preparations and 
adjustments especially with our Masses.  
 

During the renovation period, we will hold our Masses at the beautiful chapel of 
Maryrest Mausoleum. Our weekday Masses will be at the Galilee Hall which is still be 
at 12:00 Noon.  
 

We are also reducing the number of our Sunday Masses to only three from the usual 
four. One consideration about the reduction of Masses is that our church is not being 
used to capacity. The distance between parishioners in attendance at Mass is noticeable. 
With the consolidation of Mass Times, we will be able to get to know other members of 
our community as we share our Eucharistic table. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we 
will have an opportunity to get to know our family better. 
 
 

Beginning on Saturday, May 11, 2019,  
our Vigil Mass will be at 5:00 PM.  

Masses on Sundays,  
beginning May 12, will be at  

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM.   
 

For those who requested Masses for the 10:30 Mass on Sundays, please 
call the parish office to reassign the Mass to either 9:30 or 11:30 AM.  If 
not, we will reassign Masses ourselves and be published in the bulletin 
accordingly.  Masses requested for 9:00 AM Masses will be assigned to 
9:30 AM and those for the 12 Noon will be assigned to 11:30 AM.  
 
During the renovation,  I have arranged with Fr. Jacek Marchewka, pastor of 
Immaculate Heart of Mary that we can use his church for funerals and 
weddings. Baptisms can still be celebrated  within our Sunday Masses or at a 
determined time and day at ICC Galilee Hall (formerly Gathering Room) 

MEMORIALIZE OUR  
2019 PASCHAL CANDLE 

 

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED ONLY 
 

 
 
During the 50 days of the Easter Season the Paschal 
Candle (Easter Candle) will burn at all Masses 
celebrated at Immaculate Conception Church. The 
Paschal Candle represents Christ, the Light of the 
World. During the Easter Vigil, the candle is carried in 
procession into the dark church. The candle, 
representing Christ himself, is blessed by the priest who 
then inscribes in it a cross, the first letters and last of the 
Greek alphabet and the current year. 
 

If you would like the Paschal Candle to burn in 
memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving for prayers 
answered throughout the Easter season, please contact 
the Parish Office at info@iccmahwah.org or 201-327-
1276. Name/s to whom the Paschal candle is 
memorialized and the donor will be published weekly 
in the parish bulletin for the whole of Easter Season.  



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Vincent Brosnan,  
Anita A. Herpst,  John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado,  

Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina 
Consunto, Eva Jungay,  Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny Pabustan, 

Nemia Consunto, Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, 
Gene Boylan, John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue,  
Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, 
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,  

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, 

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,  

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,   
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina, 
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon, 

Nicholas Androulidakis, John Donnangelo 

  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

February 23/24  
Regular Collection - $ 3,859.00 
Electronic Giving - $ 3,824.00 

Restricted for Utilities - $115.00 
 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are making to 
our church  Your offerings, of your time, of your God-given 
talents, and of your money, help support all that we do at 
ICC.  Our church could do nothing without the faithful offerings 
of its members. Together, we are the Body of Christ.  When we 
are giving, we are being the faithful people God calls us to be. 
Our offerings bring about blessings on many levels. We are 
transformed, made new, through our offerings.  We believe in a 
God who is generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So 
we are called to be generous as God is generous.   

 
 

Saturday,  March 9 
9:00 a.m.    Renee Pink by Mary Bresadola       
4:30 p.m.   Charles Lauber by Marina & Bruce Lauber   
 

Sunday,  March  10 First Sunday of Lent 
7:30 a.m.     Charles Paulo by Androulidakis Family        
9:00 a.m.     Dave Lewis by James & Maryann Griffin 
10:30 a.m.  Living and deceased members of the Parish 
12:00 p.m.   Gertrudes Silva by her Family 
 

Monday, March 11 
12:00 p.m.  Rose Michael by James & Maryann Griffin 
 

Tuesday,  March 12 
12:00 p.m.  Agnes Stockebby by James & Maryann Griffin 
 

Wednesday, March 13 
12:00 p.m.  Helen Clark by the Family 
 

Thursday, March 14 
12:00 p.m.  Elizabeth Filippone by James & Maryann Griffin 
 

Friday, March 15 
12:00 p.m.  Lawrence Filippone by James & Maryann Griffin 
 

Saturday,  March 16 
9:00 a.m.  David Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin 
4:30 p.m.  Mary Chmielowiec by the Family 
 

Sunday,  March 17 Second Sunday of Lent 
7:30 a.m.  Rob Seivers by James & Maryann Griffin 
9:00 a.m.  Christina Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin 
10:30 a.m.  People of the Parish      
12:00 p.m.  Vincent Zingaro by Lia Chagris  

With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!

 

APRIL 6, 2019 


