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March 29, 2020 5th Sunday of Lent (A) Ez 37:12–14    Rom 8:8–11   Jn 11:1–45  

UNEASE AND FEAR  
 
We are united in prayer this Sunday at a 
moment unprecedented in living memory. 
As the Coronavirus continues to spread, 
we are facing a global pandemic, a 
pandemic that has hit home, here in 
beautiful township of Mahwah. Currently 
more than 7,000 people in our State are 
known to be infected with the virus but 
we are told the number of people actually 
infected is much higher. To date, there is 
neither a vaccine nor a cure, and, as a 
result, many, especially the elderly and 
those with weakened immune systems, 
are at risk. This naturally causes us to be 
deeply concerned not only for our own 
health, but above all for the health and 
well-being of our families and loved 
ones. 
 
This rapidly moving pandemic has led to 
closures and cancellations, the 
interruption of our daily routines and 
travel, and threats to our livelihood. The 
volatility of the financial markets and the 
empty store shelves are indicators that a 
deep uneasiness, if not a sense of panic, 
has overtaken our society. 
 
Medical experts and government officials 
continue to recommend measures to keep 
us safe and to prevent the spread of the 
virus. No doubt you’ve been following all 
this; I would only urge you, as I urge 
myself, to take those directives to heart— 
both for your own sake and for the sake 
of others. I’m neither a prophet nor a 
medical expert, but I believe this crisis 
become much worse before it eases up. 
 
In the meantime, however, what should 
we do to maintain our spiritual health? 
For whom and for what should we pray? 
What benefits can we draw through 
prayer? Are there spiritual lessons to be 
learned from this, and ways we can grow 
in holiness? It is these questions which 
I’d like to address with you for a few 
moments. 

 
A TIME FOR PRAYER  
 
First, just as we are urged to take care of 
our physical health amid this crisis, so too 
we are urged to take good care of our 
spiritual health. Even though you are 
unable to attend Sunday Mass in person 
or to take part in the Lenten Stations of 
the Cross or other devotions, please 
continue to pursue your life of prayer 
vigorously; please stay close to the Lord 
Jesus and to his Church. 
 
One primary way we stay close to the 
Lord and to the Church is through daily 
prayer. Our prayer doesn’t have to be 
elaborate or lengthy but these days we 
should make a point of setting aside 
additional time for prayer. For whom and 
for what should we pray? We should 
surely ask the Lord to grant eternal life 
and peace to those who have already 
succumbed to the virus. We should pray 
for those who are currently struggling 
with it, and for those who have it, but 
have not yet been diagnosed. Naturally, 
we will want to pray for our families and 

loved ones and for all whose lives are 
being disrupted by this crisis. And let us 
pray earnestly for researchers and 
healthcare providers and for public 
officials who must make difficult 
decisions in this time of crisis. While 
we’re at it, let’s not forget to pray for the 
poor, the needy, and the vulnerable, 
especially those who do not have access 
to adequate healthcare. 
 
What is the point of praying to the Lord 
in this way? Surely the Lord knows that 
tens of millions of people want nothing 
more than that this pandemic would come 
to a swift conclusion. Yet, it remains 
important for you and for me to pour out 
our hearts to God in prayer. How often 
have your own children come to you with 
some deep need? Chances are it’s 
something you were already very much 
aware of – yet, the very fact that your 
children opened their hearts to you in 
time of need also opened wide the doors 
of intimacy, understanding, and trust.  
 
(Continued on page 2) 
 

     



 
Yes, the Lord knows our needs and, let us 
be clear, his ways are not our ways. Yet 
when we ask him for what we need and 
for the needs of others, we draw near to 
him and his wisdom and love are poured 
into our hearts. Prayer lifts us up and 
helps us see our problems, including a 
crisis such as this, not merely from our 
own limited perspective and interests, but 
indeed through the lens of God’s wisdom 
and love. Looking through that lens 
leaves no room for scuffles in stores or 
hoarding! 
 
But let us linger over the benefits of 
prayer for a moment longer. For when we 
confide our needs to the Lord in sincere 
and heartfelt prayer, we expand our 
capacity to trust in the provident love of 
God. I think we’d all admit that trust is 
something that is hard to come by in 
times of crisis. It can be easy to say that 
we trust in God when things are going 
well; but the real test of our trust in God 
comes when things seem to be falling 
apart. So, the days and weeks ahead are 
in fact an opportunity to grow in our trust 
of God. Even as we experience the 
hardships this crisis imposes upon us, we 
must not forget that Jesus has 
experienced the full measure of human 
suffering; and that the Lord did so out of 
love for us and for the sake of our 
salvation. And so, no matter what befalls 
us, our hope in his love will not 
disappoint us. In this way we will find 
the grace to join our sufferings to his, and 
as we do so, we will come to realize 
something of the depth and beauty of 
God’s love for us. 
 
THIRST FOR GOD  
 
Let me leave you with a final point drawn 
from the Gospel in which Jesus 
encounters the Samaritan woman at the 
well. When we peel back the layers of 
that beautifully written Gospel passage, 
we uncover something in the very depths 
of our inmost being, namely, a deep, 

unquenchable thirst for God’s love. 
Clearly the woman at the well, in spite of 
her many faults, was searching for the 
One who would slake the thirst in her 
soul for God’s love. Encountering Jesus, 
she found the One for whom she had 
been looking her whole life long. In the 
days ahead, we may have a bit more time 
to sort through our busy lives; let us use 
that time to pay closer attention to this 
deep-seated thirst in our souls, a thirst we 
sometimes try to satisfy quite apart from 
God’s love. 
 
Perhaps we can look at it this way: One 
piece of medical advice we’re receiving 
these days is to stay hydrated. If our 
physical health requires that we drink 
plenty of water, so too our spiritual health 
requires that the living water of the Holy 
Spirit flow freely through our mind, our 
heart, and our soul. Through Baptism by 
water and the Holy Spirit, God’s love – 
the love of Jesus crucified and risen – has 
been poured into our hearts, enabling us 
not merely to stay alive spiritually but to 
flourish, to grow in holiness, that is to 
say, to grow in virtue and in the capacity 
to love others as God loves us. Growth in 
holiness doesn’t happen only when times 
are relatively calm and peaceful; often, 
we grow in God’s likeness when we are 
called to love in extraordinary ways, as 
surely we are being challenged to do in 
these days. 
 
MARY’S LOVE FOR US  
 
Finally, let us be keenly aware of Our 
Blessed Mother’s closeness to us. Mary, 
who stood beneath the Cross and shared 
fully in Jesus’ sufferings, stands with us, 
and with people throughout the world 
who have been affected by the 
Coronavirus. Now and in the days ahead, 
let us make it a daily practice to ask 
Mary’s intercession, and to do so by 
praying the Rosary or other beautiful and 
consoling Marian prayers. In this as in so 
much else, Pope Francis has shown us the 
way. Some days ago he composed a 
beautiful prayer appealing for Mary’s 
help, a prayer which I have adapted as a 
Novena prayer to be prayed throughout 
the Archdiocese of Baltimore in the 
coming days and weeks. I’d like to pray 
that prayer now and invite you to join 
with me spiritually as I do so: 
 
“O Mary, you brighten our path as a sign 
of salvation and of hope. We entrust 
ourselves to you, Health of the Sick, who, 
at the Cross, took part in Jesus’ pain 
while remaining steadfast in faith. O 
loving Mother, you know what we need 
and we are confident that you will 
provide for us as at Cana in Galilee. 

Intercede for us with your Son, Jesus, the 
Divine Physician, for those who have 
fallen ill, for those who are vulnerable, 
and for those who have died. Intercede 
also for those charged with protecting the 
health and safety of others and for those 
who are tending to the sick and seeking a 
cure. Help us, O Mother of Divine Love, 
to conform to the will of the Father and 
to do as we are told by Jesus, who took 
upon himself our sufferings and carried 
our sorrows, so as to lead us, through the 
Cross, to the glory of the Resurrection. 
Amen.” 
 
“Under thy protection we seek refuge, O 
Holy Mother of God. In our needs, 
despise not our petitions but deliver us 
always from all dangers, O glorious and 
blessed Virgin.” 
 
Love and prayers, 
 
 
 



PALM SUNDAY, BLESSING OF PALMS and MASS - STREAMED ONLINE  
SUNDAY, APRIL 5, 9:00 AM  
Blessing of Palms will be in private. Afterwards, blessed palms will be available in front the rectory for everybody to pick 
up beginning at 10:30 AM. One car at a time please. Nobody goes out of their car until the person ahead of them goes 
back to the car after picking up the palm. (Palms will be sanitized and packed individually to avoid contamination) 
 

THE TRIDUUM:OUR THREE HOLIEST DAYS 
 

HOLY THURSDAY, APRIL 9 
 MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER, 5:00 PM - STREAMED ONLINE  

Holy Thursday is the beginning of the EASTER TRIDUUM. The Gospel tells the story of the Last Supper and commemorates 
the institution of the Eucharist and the institution of the Priesthood.  
 

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT,  6:00 - 7:00 PM AT THE PARKING LOT 

 The Blessed Sacrament will be exposed at the Parking lot for public adoration.  
  

 As you arrive at the parking lot, please remain in your car with windows closed. Fr. Manolo will approach your car for 
 personal blessing. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 10 
 LITURGY OF THE LORD’S PASSION, 3:00  PM - STREAMED ONLINE  

There is no Mass today; the altar is bare and the door of the tabernacle is open. We begin and end our service in silence as 
we remember Christ’s suffering and death. As we venerate the cross, each of us is asked to contemplate the magnitude of 
Christ’s redemptive sacrifice along with our own death to sin in the death of the Lord.   
 

VENERATION OF THE CROSS, 4:00  PM AT THE PARKING LOT 
For the VENERATION OF THE CROSS, we will venerate the RELIC OF THE TRUE CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST 
attached to a CROSS made of OLIVE WOOD FROM CALVARY in JERUSALEM. This relic is par t of Fr. Manolo’s 
precious collection of sacred relics of saints.  
 

As you arrive at the parking lot, please remain in your car with windows closed. Fr. Manolo will approach your car for 
personal veneration of the cross. 
 

HOLY SATURDAY, APRIL 11 
 EASTER VIGIL, 7:00 PM - STREAMED ONLINE  

This is the central celebration of the entire liturgical year! It is the night on which ancient Christians ‘kept watch’ for the 
resurrection as marked in the sunrise of Easter morning. The liturgy also emphasizes the story of our salvation history 
through a Service of Light and Liturgy of the Word.  
 

Because you cannot participate in this very important liturgy of our church, “upon request”, an Easter Vigil Family 
Candle  will be lit on your behalf and should remain lit during the whole celebration of the Great Feast of Easter. Please 
send your request by mail. Request form is enclosed and can be downloaded from our website: www.ICCMahwah.org  
 

EASTER SUNDAY, APRIL 12 
     Mass 9:00 AM - STREAMED ONLINE 
     Easter is a day of celebration because it represents the fulfillment of our faith as Christians. Through his death, Christ 
 saved mankind  from bondage to sin, and He destroyed the hold that death has on all of us; but it is His Resurrection that 
 gives us the promise of new life, both in this world and the next. That new life began on Easter Sunday. With the 
 resurrection of Christ, God's Kingdom is established on earth, in the form of the Church. Easter isn't a spiritual event 
 that happened just once, long ago; we don't say "Christ has risen" but "Christ is risen," because He rose, body and  soul, 
 and is still alive and with us today.  

 

         HOLY WEEK & EASTER 
    the celebrations of   



 FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

DEACON JOSEPH YANDOLI 
Permanent Deacon 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Religious Education Coordinator 
reled@iccmahwah.org 
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
Staff Social Events Coordinator 
Safe Environment Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

EILEEN MOYNAHAN 
Respect Life Ministry Coordinator 
emoynahan@hotmail.com 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events  Coordinator 
kathydevine@optonline.net  
 

JAKE MURKEN 
Altar Servers Coordinator 
 

PEG THORNTON 
5:00 & 7:30 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
9:30 & 11:30  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
amrak@optonline.net  
 

 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
LINDA POWLEY 
Trustee 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

BRIAN DEYSHER  
Bookkeeper 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ROBERT HERPST  
Parish Legal Assistant 
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

Due to the drastic change in our lives as has been presented by this 
corona virus, we have decided to replace the Easter Flowers this 

year with a  
 

“Easter Spiritual Bouquet”.   
 

This Spiritual Bouquet will be a way to memorialize your loved 
ones who have died or any prayer intention for a particular person 

or subject.   
 

We will dedicate a special Easter Mass on the  
 

Divine Mercy Sunday, April 19 at 9:00 AM 
 

to pray for all of those who have taken part in our  
 
 

Easter Spiritual Bouquet  
 
 

We will begin Mass with the Rosary,  
followed by Mass and ending with the Chaplet of Divine Mercy.   
It is a beautiful way to remember those who you love that have 

gone before us,  
remember and pray for a particular personal intention or person.   
We will list each Spiritual Bouquet on the screen prior to the start 

of Mass. 
  

 
Name:  

 
 

______________________________________________________ 
  
 

Spiritual Bouquet for the intention of:  
 
 
 

___________________________________ 
  
 

Living:______________        Deceased:___________________ 
  
 

Donation:  $_________________________________ 
 
 

Please mail this form to the parish office on or before  
April 13, 2020 

 
 



 
 
My dear parishioners, 
 
In addition to the health concerns everyone is having, we are very aware that some of you may also be 
experiencing economic issues as a result of this pandemic, and our prayers for a speedy exit from this 
national emergency goes out to you and to all who are suffering during this stressful time.  
 
Today, every church has trouble meeting its financial needs. Our church, Immaculate Conception 
Church and other parishes throughout our area are experiencing a drastic drop in income.  Even 
though the church is "closed", there are still fixed expenses that must be paid, such as gas & electric, 
water, cable, phones, grounds maintenance, general maintenance, staff salaries (Parish Manager, 
Bookkeeper, Music Ministry, Rel Ed, Rel Youth Coordinator, etc.) We made drastic adjustments and 
implemented several cost-cutting measures to keep our expenses down.  
 
If you are financially able, we ask that you please continue to support Immaculate Conception Church 
with your weekly contributions.  You can do this in either of the following ways: 
 
Sign up for the automatic donations program "Parish Giving" through the link on the Parish Website: 
https://www.iccmahwah.org/ and click the link to “Parish Giving.” 
 or: 
Mail your weekly envelope to the church 
 
If you need assistance to sign-up for our online donation “Parish Giving,” please call our Office 
Manager Josephine at 201-710-0388. 
 
ONLINE MASSES 
If you are on Facebook, please join me in our daily and Sunday Masses via Facebook Live every day 
at 9:00 AM for a Live streaming of our Daily and Sunday Masses. For those who have difficulty with 
live streaming, remember that both CFN and EWTN are televising Masses and the recitation of the 
Rosary at multiple times during the day.  If you have optimum cable, CFN broadcasts on channel 137 
and EWTN on channel 135. 
 
WE NEED YOUR EMAIL ADDRESSES 
During this COVID19 Pandemic, it is our desire to stay connected with you through social media and 
the internet. If you haven’t received any E-Mail from Immaculate Conception Church, please email us 
back introducing yourself so that we can include you in our contact list. Please email me at:    
Fr.Manolo@ICCmahwah.org 
 
God bless you. Thank you very much and praying for your safety and good health.  
 
 

 



Honor Gifts or Memorial Opportunities 
 
As our church renovation project is about to begin, I would like to thank all of you especially those who support this 
project through your financial contribution, active involvement in planning and those who prayed with us. Since our 
Church Renovation Budget does not include the church furnishings and fixtures, we are pleased to present our 
MEMORIALIZATION AND HONOR GIFTS CAMPAIGN as part of our efforts to raise the funds for our 
church furniture. The memorial or honor gift is a permanent and lasting testimony to your loved one.  One or more  
individuals or families can share the cost of each item. 
 
 

PAYMENTS 
You don’t need to pay the whole pledge amount at once. You can do it on an installment 
basis according to your capability.   
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
As our way of saying thanks to you, all those who contributed to the Capital Campaign and 

those who donated for the Honor Gifts and Memorialization Program  and those who 
are being honored and/or memorialized will be acknowledged. Their names will be grandly 

displayed in perpetuity on an exquisite Donors and Memorial Wall which will stand as a 
testament to the generosity of our family and friends. No plaque or marker will be attached to 
the furniture.   
 

 Church Pews - $ 1,800.00 each  (2 pews are available) 
 New Sound System by Monte Brothers - $ 39,442.00 ($16,300.00 have been contributed) 
 New Confessional Room - $35,000.00 
 7 Marble base of the Stations of the Cross - $2,000.00 each  
 2 Regal Floor Candle Stand for the Altar of the Eucharist - $1,900.00 each 
 6 Secondary Sanctuary Chairs for Deacon,  Altar Servers, Lectors and Cantors - $650.00 
 (3 are TAKEN) 
 Credence Table and Offertory Tables 
 
 New Immaculate Conception Marble Statue by the Stairs Landing $35,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Antique statue of John the Baptist Baptizing Jesus (TAKEN) 
 Tabernacle - $16,000.00  (TAKEN) 
 New Baptismal Font - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 New Carillon Bells - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Altar of Sacrifice with Marble Top = $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 High Altar of the Tabernacle with Marble Reredo - $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Ambo - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of St. Joseph - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Niche of the Blessed Virgin Mary by the Stairs Landing - $5,000.00  (TAKEN) 
 Niche of St. John baptizing Jesus by the Baptismal Font - $5,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Regal Hanging Sanctuary Lamp Holder - $2,900.00 (TAKEN) 
 The Presider’s Chair $2,900.00 (TAKEN) 
 Processional Cross - $ 2,500.00 (TAKEN) 



MASSES ARE CELEBRATED BY FR. MANOLO 

 IN PRIVATE 
 

Saturday, March 28 

9:00 a.m.  Del Valera Panlilio by Zanuewski Family 

4:00 p.m.  Miriam Lumbreras Special Intention 
 

Sunday, March 29  Fifth Sunday of Lent 

7:30 a.m.  Ronald Howe by Griffin Family 

9:30 a.m.  Daniel Ochon Sr. by Tom & Jingay Williams 

11:30 a.m.  Isabelle Avanzato by Ann Marie & George Kelly 
 

Monday,  March 30 

12:00 p.m. Nanette Egan by Marina, Bruce & Family 
 

Tuesday, March 31 

12:00 p.m. Carol Holm by Jack Valentine 
 

Wednesday,  April 1 

12:00 p.m  James McGraff by James Griffin 
 

Thursday,  April 2 St. Francis of Paola, Hermit 

12:00 p.m. Roderick Di Risio by Barbara & Ernest Infante 
 

Friday,  April 3 

 12:00 p.m. Br. James Richard Kelly, C.F.C. by Griffin Family 
 

Saturday,  April 4 St. Isidore, Bishop and Doctor of the 

Church 

9:00 a.m.  Caterina Landoli by Colleen Garbe 

4:00 p.m.  Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 
 

Sunday, April 5  PALM SUNDAY OF THE PASSION OF 

THE LORD 

7:30 a.m.  Mary Ann Belfield by Tom Worsley 

9:30 a.m.  Agnes Garza by Dorothy Vanderbeek 

11:30 a.m. Nancy Battifarano by Augello Family 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Frank Postolowski, Jeanne Paolillo, Christopher Zullo,  
Courtney Colucci, Mercedes Tabije, Ron Fatigate, Vincent 

Brosnan,  Anita A. Herpst, John Chmielowicz,  
Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina,  

Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  
Era Ocampo, Homer Pabustan, Ma. Neny Pabustan,   

Nemia Consunto,  Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker,  
Gene Boylan,  John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby,  Matthew Donohue,   
Cristin Famularo,  Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh,  
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,   

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland,   

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,   

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,   
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina,  
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon,  

Nicholas Androulidakis 

  

Easter Vigil is a very important liturgy  
of our church.  

This year you will not able to physically come 
to Mass at church,  

however,  
Immaculate Conception Church  

will be offering an  
 

Easter Vigil Family Candle  
 

to be lit on  
Saturday, April 11 at 7:00PM 

 
This will be our Easter Vigil celebration  

which will be streamed on line for viewing.  
If you are interested in requesting a candle  

for your family,  
please fill out the form below and send it to 

ICC  
or drop it off at ICC as soon as possible.  

 
 

Family Name:_________________________  
 

Easter Vigil Candle: _______ (quantity)  
 

Donation Amount: _____________________  


