
HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
900 Darlington Ave., Mahwah, NJ 07430          

www.iccmahwah.org  * info@iccmahwah.org  *  201-327-1276 

IN ORDINARY TIME 
JANUARY 27, 2019 

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 Wednesday during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Wednesday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  
 Friday  St. Joseph 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My dear parishioners, 
 
My dad was an elementary teacher—a math teacher. He was 
trying hard to get across to his class a difficult new math 
concept. Each day, the harder he tried, the more his students 
were growing frustrated and edgy. Finally, one Friday, he said 
to the class, “Look, put away your books. Everybody take out a 
piece of paper and list each of the other students’ names on that 
paper, and write something nice about each one.” 
 
So that’s what they did for the entire class. He collected the 
papers, went home, and over the weekend he put the name of 
each student on a separate piece of paper and then copied all the 
nice things that their classmates had to say about them. When he 
went in Monday morning, he handed the papers out. And 
immediately, the mood in the class changed. He even heard one 
pupil whisper to another, “Wow! I never knew that anybody 
thought anything nice about me!” And in this upbeat new 
atmosphere, the class was able to make great progress. 
 
The years went by, students came and went, and eventually they 
had one of those class reunions. When they gathered around my 
dad, their old teacher, one of the fellows opened up his wallet 
and pulled out a ragged piece of paper that obviously had been 
folded and refolded many times. My dad recognized it 
immediately as the list he had given to them - to this man and 
the others - many years before. 
 
Another student told him how she kept her list in her bedroom 
dresser drawer all these years. Another said she had pasted the 
list in her wedding album. Another young man pulled out his 
wallet and showed that he, too, carried his all this time. 
 
My dad was quite overwhelmed to think that a minor gesture to 
settle down his class so many years ago had meant so much to 
these students. Someone had said something nice about them, 
and during the years when they were feeling low they would 
pull out this piece of paper. Then they’d remember that in 
somebody’s eyes, they were of value… they mattered… 
something was good in their lives. 
 
My dad never realized that he was planting a small seed. He 
certainly was not intending a grand gesture. But it was a 
situation that Jesus would appreciate and say, “The kingdom of 
God is like that.” 
 
You see, in God’s kingdom, every one of us is loved, 
appreciated and valued. We come with amazingly different gifts 
and abilities and characteristics—each one of us cherished by 
the wonderful God who created us. 
 
But so very often, we human beings are always looking around 

at other people—and heaven forbid if someone doesn’t fit in 
“our mold” the way we think they should! How quick we are to 
judge them and condemn them. 
 
St. Paul writes today to the Corinthians using a wonderful 
analogy of how our world is like a human body, consisting of 
countless different parts that all fit in and work together. For 
those of us who tend to be pushed aside or judged or beaten up 
or shunned or laughed at because of who or what we are, I think 
it’s awesome to hear what God thinks: “Indeed, the parts of the 
body that seem to be weaker are all the more necessary, and 
those parts that we consider less honorable we surround with 
greater honor, and our less presentable parts are treated with 
greater propriety, whereas our more presentable parts do not 
need this.” In other words, the more the world pushes you down 
and counts you as nothing, the more God lifts you up and 
blesses you in his eyes. That’s why Jesus loves children… and 
the poor… and the suffering. 
 
Did you ever stop to consider why people judge and condemn 
others? It certainly isn’t to help them; after all, Jesus Christ 
never resorted to treating anyone like that! 
 
No, it’s due in large part to fear. I might be a racist because I 
fear that I would lose my feeling of superiority if people of all 
races were treated equally. I might be homophobic because I’m 
not secure enough in who I am that I have to worry about what 
others might think of me. I might condemn people of other 
religions or political persuasions because I’m afraid to accept 
that God could love anyone who believes or thinks other than 
the way I do. 
 
And so it goes. If you think in the privacy of your own heart and 
mind about the people or groups of people you hate or condemn, 
I’ll bet you’ll find some personal fear at the core. And this fear 
is like a cancer, a poison, inside you. 
 
Today, I’d like to give you a little something to try—kind of a 
challenge—to kill that cancer inside and replace it with 
something much better: the love of God. 
 
Give yourself the opportunity to go through just one day 
concentrating on totally accepting everyone and making no 
judgments. You see, everything we think or say reacts on us like 
a boomerang. When we send out judgments in the form of 
criticism, fury or other attacks, they come back on us. When we 
send out only love, that is what comes back to us. 
 
So I suggest you try this once a month; I don’t think we can 
really handle more than that! Pick a day—say, the fourth 
Tuesday of every month or whatever—and suspend all 
judgments. Spend one day of total acceptance of other people. 
Pull back from judging and just look and accept. See the 
difference in makes in your life and attitudes. 
 
St. Paul says, “If one part of the body is honored, all the parts 
share its joy.” 
 
When you accept all the parts of the body, Our Lord’s words 
become literally true: “Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled 
in your hearing.” 
 
And what rejoicing there will be in heaven! Amen.  
 

 



Memorial gifts to Immaculate Conception Church 
perpetuate the memory of a loved one or honor a living 

person.  
 

SANCTUARY LAMP - The Sanctuary Lamp is lit in honor or 
in memory of your loved ones for a $25.00 donation a week  

 

ALTAR CANDLES - The Altar Candles are lit every Mass in 
honor or in memory of your loved ones for a $25.00 
donation a week  

 

BREAD AND WINE - The Bread and Wine can be requested to 
honor or memorialize a loved one for a $25.00 donation a 
week. 

 

ANNUAL MEMORIAL CANDLES - The donation of $150.00 
for a candle to lit for one full year with your personal 
inscription.  

We will be discussing Edwin O’Connor’s  

published in 1961 and set in Boston,  
it won the Pulitzer Prize for Literature in 1962.  

FEBRUARY 2/3, 2019 
As football teams play each other across the country to see who 
will meet in the Super Bowl on February 3, ICAPs are teaming 
up to help those who are hungry. The Souper Bowl of Caring is 
an annual event by collecting donations as parishioners leave 
after Mass. People are encouraged to give their donations along 
with canned food. The Center for Food Action is the recipient of 
the donation. Please be generous. 

 

 

February 2nd is exactly 40 days after the 
birth of Jesus Christ and it is on this day that 

Mother Mary along with Joseph brought forth their newborn 
son, Jesus, to the Temple. Mother Mary was cleansed on this 
day. Jesus was presented to the Lord in the Temple on this day. 
During this time, an elderly holy man named Simeon was 
staying in Jerusalem. Simeon was told by the Holy Spirit that 
his death would not come until he saw the Messiah. When 
Simeon held the baby Jesus, he knew that Jesus had come for 
the salvation of all. Simeon stated that Jesus was “A light to the 
revelation of the Gentiles and the glory of thy people of Israel.  

 

The light was the inspiration for the celebration with candles. 
During the early years, people would place their candles outside 
the church in order to be blessed. They would then carry them 
in a procession to church in order to imitate the appearance of 
Jesus in the Temple. 

 

Please bring your candles to church to be blessed 
during Mass.  

 
Being the Feast of St. Blase, 
it's time to get your throat 
blessed! 
 

For centuries, it has been a 
tradition for Catholics to have 
their throats blessed on the 
Feast of St. Blaise, the patron 
saint against throat ailments.  

 

According to the Pastoral 
Care of the Sick: Rites of 
Anointing and Viaticum, the 
annual blessing of throats is a 
traditional sign of the struggle 
against illness in the life of the 
Christian.   

 

It's a lovely tradition with St. 
Blaise, who healed a boy with a fish bone stuck in his throat. St. 
Blaise is one of the Fourteen Holy Helpers. 

 

After all the Masses next weekend, we will have the 
blessing of throat to those who want to avail 
themselves  of this sacramental. 

http://acatholiclife.blogspot.com/2006/02/two-saints-in-todays-memorial.html
http://acatholiclife.blogspot.com/2006/02/two-saints-in-todays-memorial.html
http://acatholiclife.blogspot.com/2006/02/two-saints-in-todays-memorial.html


Enjoy an Evening of Traditional Irish Fare, 
Irish Dancers and Entertainment, DJ, Dancing, 

 Soda Bread Contest and Best Irish Dress Contest 
RAFFLE BASKETS and 50/50. 

BYOB 
$35 per person or $340 for a table of 10  

 

 



On January 22, 2019, the 46th Anniversary of Roe Vs. Wade, 
One World Trade Center in New York City, NY — the 
centerpiece of the World Trade Center complex — was 
illuminated with pink lighting to celebrate the Empire State’s 
passage of legislation designating abortion a “fundamental 
right.” 

 

However, darkness fell on New York City as New Yorkers 
learned that a new bill was being signed into law increasing 
access to abortion throughout the state on this very day.  

 

Entitled the Reproductive Health Act, New York’s latest 
abortion law allows termination of a pregnancy until the 
expected day of birth with certain limitations. An abortion May 
be performed by a licensed, certified, or authorized practitioner 
within 24 weeks from the commencement of pregnancy, or there 
is an absence of fetal viability, or at any time when necessary to 
protect a patient’s life or health. 

 

The Reproductive Health Act also redefines “person” as “a 
human being who has been born and is alive,” eliminating the 
possibility of recognizing the personhood of an unborn child.The 
Reproductive Health Act’s ending of criminal penalties for self-
abortion and harming or killing — with specific mention of 
“homicide” — unborn children. 

 

Rejoice now! Cheer now! Heaven knows.  
 
When they passed this legislation and the governor signed it, the 
audience cheered. We have reached a point where the killing of 
innocents receives a standing ovation. All who supported those 
who enacted laws that kill babies yet unborn HAVE BLOOD 
ON THEIR HANDS. 

 

As the daylight faded and the cold winter winds blew through 
the concrete canyons of the city, the faithful made their way to 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral on Fifth Avenue to offer prayer and 
penance in reparation for all sins committed against the dignity 
of the human person and to pray for the conversion of hearts of 
those caught in the depths of spiritual blindness.  

 

Accompanied by songs of praise and worship, the mood became 
ever more intense as Adoration began. Hands gripping rosaries, 
eyes tightly shut, as the prayers of a city rose before the altar. A 
prayer for healing, a prayer for forgiveness, a prayer for life.  

 

As the prophet Isaiah: For Zion’s sake I will not be silent, for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet. For the sake of our land, for 
the sake of our nation, for the sake of generations yet unborn—
those who do not have a voice, those who may never have a 
voice— we cannot be silent. We cannot be quiet. 

 

When killing is seen as a viable option, and cheered in the halls 
of power, we cannot be quiet. When scraping a child from the 

womb is a routine event for half the women in our city, we 
cannot be quiet. When our leaders advocate laws to make death 
more accessible, and murder more manageable, and when living 
and dying are now merely a matter of choice, we cannot be 
quiet. 

 

How did we get here? Have we been too passive, too 
complacent, too accommodating? Maybe. Maybe we have told 
ourselves too often, as so many have, “Well, I’m personally 
opposed, but I don’t want to force my religious views on 
someone else.” 

 

While championing freedom and “choice,” maybe we haven’t 
noticed what has happened: the children who aren’t in the 
playgrounds or in the classrooms. Maybe we haven’t noticed the 
hospitals that are closing obstetrics units because so few babies 
are being born. 

 

Maybe we haven’t noticed that there aren’t as many children 
anymore with Down Syndrome, because 90% of them are being 
aborted. How has the world changed? It’s been there all along. 
We just haven’t noticed. 

 

But maybe it’s time we did notice. Maybe it’s time to take a 
hard look at our world and what we have become —and what 
we can do. 

 

In the gospel last Sunday, we encounter the first miracle of 
Jesus, changing water into wine at the wedding in Cana. It is a 
miracle of transformation, of conversion. It shows what Jesus 
does: he makes the ordinary extraordinary. He changes 
everything. 

 

I can’t help but think that there is something in us— in our 
culture, in our values—that needs changing. Desperately. 

 

Recall the timeless teaching of the gospel: “Whatever you did to 
the least of these,” Christ said, “you did to me.” Think of what is 
being done to Christ 1.2 million times a year in this country 
alone. That is what we need to change. 

 

For the sake of them, we cannot be silent. We cannot be quiet. 
There is something else much more fundamental that we need to 
do. And that is very simple. Pray. We need to pray for our 
leaders, yes. But we need to start with people even closer: 
ourselves. 

 

Pray for courage. Pray to stand up for what is right, even when 
everyone else tells us we are wrong. These days, especially, 
there is no shortage of people eager to do that. And: pray for 
change – in our world and in ourselves. Prayer’s power lies not 
only in asking God to intercede in the events of our world, but in 
asking Him to intercede within us—asking Him to make us what 
He wants us to be, and then embracing that with gratitude and 
with faith. 

 

If we pray for that, our potential is limitless. We may become a 
holy people – and we may begin to make a holy world. And that 
is where real change begins. 

 

How has the world changed since 1973? We know the answer. 

 

But perhaps in another 46 years, the answer will be different. 
Perhaps in another 46 years, we —as a people, as a nation, as a 
culture —will stop cheering death. We will instead cheer life. 
And we will be able to say it is so because we had the will, the 
desire, the faith to make it so. 

 

The miracle at Cana reminds us: An encounter with Christ 
changes everything. Look at what he did with water. Imagine 
what he can do with each of us. And then imagine what that 
might mean for the world. 



 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

Events and Activities 
PARISH YOUTH GROUP MEETING 
 Every Sunday  -  7:00 - 8:30 PM 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 
 

PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 Every Tuesday - 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
 music@ICCmahwah.org 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 Every Sunday  - 9:00 - 10:30 AM 
 reled@ICCmahwah.org 
  

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM SESSIONS 
 Every Monday  - 7:00 - 8:15 PM 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 
  

ICAPS MEETING 
 Every Second Saturday of the month at 9:00 AM 
 
 

CENTER FOR FOOD ACTION 
 Every Second Weekend of the month 
 

HARRISON HOUSE 
 Every Third Saturday & Second Sunday of the month 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 

Once again, we are preparing the annual tradition of 
honoring those couples in our Archdiocese who will be 
celebrating five, twenty five and fifty years of Christian 
Marriage in the year 2019. These anniversaray liturgies 
will be celebrated by Cardinal Joseph Tobin in the 
Cathedreal basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. 
 

April 28, 2019  3:00 PM 50 Years 
June 2, 2019  3:00 PM 5 years and 25 years 

 
It is our desire that every couple inour parish deserving 
such recognition be present at the appropriate liturgy.  
You need to register at the parish office to participate.  

 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Jack Vanderbeek ,Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Vincent 
Brosnan, Anita A. Herpst,  Courtney Colucci, John 

Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado, Ann 
Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Jay DeVenecia, Katrina 
Consunto, Eva Jungay,  Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny Pabustan, 
Nemia Consunto, Jane Knichel Aldea, Staci Alfano,  Frank 

Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan, John Burgio, Judy Byrd, 
Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, Kevin Corcoran, Sean 
Crosby, Matthew Donohue, Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer 
(brother of Pat Kamp), Allison Florio, Terry Gill, Lynn 

Goodman (sister of Barbara Spielmann), Leighton Heisey, Frank 
Howard, Pat Howard,  Rose Ifebigh, Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary 
Jacobini (parents of Terri Herpst),  Kelly Kamp, Sue Karlewicz, 

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, 

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli, Catherine 
Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin, Rado Petric, 

Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli, Jake Santoriella, 
Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,  Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, 

Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina, Estella Vercollone,   
Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon,  

Nicholas Androulidakis 

  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

Weekend of January 19/20, 2019 

$ 3,088.00 
Archdiocesan Assessment Collection 

$ 2,273.00 
Restricted donation for Utilities 

$ 100.00 
 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are making to 
our church  Your offerings, of your time, of your God-given 
talents, and of your money, help support all that we do at 
ICC.  Our church could do nothing without the faithful offerings 
of its members. Together, we are the Body of Christ.  When we 
are giving, we are being the faithful people God calls us to be. 
Our offerings bring about blessings on many levels. We are 
transformed, made new, through our offerings.  We believe in a 
God who is generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So 
we are called to be generous as God is generous.   

 
 

Saturday,  January 26 St. Timothy & St. Titus 
9:00 a.m.      Josephine Valentino by the Geronimo Family 
4:30 p.m.      Caitlin Carriere by the Kiernan Family 

 

Sunday,  January 27 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.      Joe Altadonna Sr. by John Turano 
9:00 a.m.      People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.    J. Ralph Cox by Lorene Cox and Ginny Cox-

Westwood 
12:00 p.m.    Robert Kelly by George and Ann Marie Kelly 
 

Monday, January 28 St. Thomas Aquinas 
12:00 p.m.    Douglas Timmins by Geralyn & Leonard Timmins  

 

Tuesday, January 29 
12:00 p.m.    Douglas Timmins by Geralyn & Leonard Timmins  

 

Wednesday,  January 30 
12:00 p.m.     William Andounian by Gerard Kanczewski & Karen     
                      Andounian 

 

Thursday, January 31 St. John Bosco 
12:00 p.m.    John Henry Griffin 

 

Friday, February 1 
12:00 p.m.    M. Virginia Cox by Lorene Cox & Ginny Cox-

Westwood 

 

Saturday,  February 2  the Presentation of the Lord 
9:00 a.m.      Art Grazioso by Virginia Begley 
 with BLESSING OF CANDLES 
4:30 p.m.      Mary Finley by Sarah & John Donnangelo  

 

Sunday,  February 3 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 BLESSING OF THROAT AFTER ALL MASSES 
7:30 a.m.      Wanda Kowalski by Marian & Mike Seman 
9:00 a.m.      Denis Collins by the McCrimlisk Family 
10:30 a.m.    Margaret Griffin 
12:00 p.m.    Living and deceased members of the Parish 

With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!

The Bread and Wine  
Are offered in memory of  

 

ROBERT AND LAURA KELLY 
by 

GEORGE AND ANN MARIE KELLY 

 

The SANCTUARY LAMP  
burns in memoryof  

 

DAN SHOCKLOSS 
by the  

Wyckoff Family  YMCA   


