
HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
900 Darlington Ave., Mahwah, NJ 07430          

www.iccmahwah.org  * info@iccmahwah.org  *  201-327-1276 

IN ORDINARY TIME 
FEBRUARY 24, 2019 

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 1st Friday   during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
There is a game that 
kids usually play at 
home. It is the good 
game of bridge. The 
version of the game 
you usually play at 
home is called “rubber 
bridge.” In bridge, the 
side that wins the first 
of three games towards 

making their contract is said to be “vulnerable.” That means that 
they can rack up more points and bonuses—but it also means 
that they can be hit with greater penalties. In other words, to be 
vulnerable means that you were successful in your game, and 
the price of that success is that you are now more at risk than 
normally! 

 

That sounds like a pretty good description of the position that 
King Saul found himself in in the first reading today. This 
accomplished warrior was on another winning campaign. He 
was surrounded by three thousand hand-picked, elite and well-
trusted soldiers. And yet, here he was, the king of Israel, 
completely vulnerable as he lay sleeping. David could easily 
have finished Saul off. If it weren’t for David’s deep 
compassion and fear of the Lord, Saul would have been a goner. 
 

I very much like this story on two different levels. First, it 
encourages us to be like David and not take advantage of 
people’s vulnerability. And second, it’s a great metaphor for the 
way that God is compassionate towards us in our own 
vulnerability. 

 

Did David have an unbelievable opportunity, or what? He could 
have picked up Saul’s own spear—or just given the order to his 
loyal Abishai—and Saul would have been dead. No more 
running for his life, no more living in fear.  

 

But no. David chose to do the honorable thing.  

 

How many opportunities each of us has, too! When the moment 
is right, I can cheat on my partner or my spouse, backstab a 
friend or tear him down in front of other friends. I can keep the 
extra change when the cashier isn’t paying close attention. I can 
swipe a few bucks out of Mom’s purse when she’s in the kitchen 
cooking dinner. I can tell a lie and get away with it at home or 
work or school because people believe they can trust me or I can 
be disloyal or manipulative in any one of a thousand other ways, 
large and small. 

 

You see, anyone who loves or trusts people makes himself 
vulnerable. It happened to our Lord so many times - from the 
people snickering at him behind his back right down to the 
betrayal by Judas Iscariot - and even the betrayal by Peter when 
three times he denied knowing Jesus. And obviously, it can and 
does happen to us as well. 

 

How much courage and strength and love it takes not to take 
advantage of that priceless opportunity to exploit someone’s 
vulnerability. And that, dear friends, is one excellent definition 
of what it means to be merciful and compassionate as Christ 
encourages us in today’s gospel. 

 

Jesus, of course, is the master when it comes to mercy and 
compassion. I think it’s sobering in the extreme to pause now 
and then and think about your own life, your own weaknesses 
and sinfulness. Each of our faults actually makes us quite 

vulnerable. How? What if God were to decide that he can’t 
stand it anymore? That he’s tired of people making a fool of 
him, tired of our willful disobedience, tired of our disloyalty and 
disrespect, tired of us being his enemy? Why, he could strike us 
down in an instant! 

 

Yet we know—we trust—that the Lord doesn’t operate that 
way. Thank God! “As a father has compassion on his children,” 
says the psalm, “so the Lord has compassion on those who fear 
him.” 

 

So God gives us another chance, more time to wise up and turn 
ourselves around. He is patient with us. He gives us the benefit 
of the doubt so we can do better—just like any loving parent 
would do. 

 

Not only does God want us to love him more, he also wants us 
to love each other more. That’s why he tells us to stop judging, 
stop condemning, start forgiving and start turning the other 
cheek. 

 

In the next few weeks,  we will once again find ourselves 
beginning the holy season of Lent. Wouldn’t it be the best 
Lenten program in the world if we would promise to live out 
today’s beautiful lesson! If you start to think you can’t do it, just 
think of the cows and chickens. 

 

May our good and merciful Lord fill your heart with his love 
and his grace and draw you ever closer to himself. Amen! 
 
 

MEMORIALIZE OUR  
2019 PASCHAL CANDLE 

 

FIRST COME, FIRST SERVED ONLY 
 

During the 50 days of the Easter Season the 
Paschal Candle (Easter Candle) will burn at all 
Masses celebrated at Immaculate Conception 
Church. The Paschal Candle represents Christ, the 
Light of the World. The pure beeswax of which 
the candle is made represents the sinless Christ 
who was formed in the womb of His Mother. The 
wick signifies His humanity, the flame, His Divine 
Nature, both soul and body. Five grains of incense 
inserted into the candle in the form of a cross 
recall the aromatic spices with which His Sacred 
Body was prepared for the tomb, and of the five 
wounds in His hands, feet, and side. During the 
Easter Vigil, the candle is carried in procession 
into the dark church. The candle, representing 
Christ himself, is blessed by the priest who then 
inscribes in it a cross, the first letters and last of 
the Greek alphabet and the current year. 

 

If you would like the Paschal Candle to burn 
in memory of a loved one or in thanksgiving 
for prayers answered throughout the Easter 

season, please contact the Parish Office at 
info@iccmahwah.org or 201-327-1276. Name/s to whom 
the Paschal candle is memorialized and the donor will 
be published weekly in the parish bulletin for the whole 
of Easter Season.  



PLEASE PLAN TO PURCHASE TICKETS IN ADVENCE 
for CATERING PURPOSES 

 
CATERING BY MARKET BASKET 

 
Enjoy an Evening of Traditional Irish Fare 

and Entertainment, DJ, Dancing, 
 Soda Bread Contest and Best Irish Dress Contest 

RAFFLE BASKETS and 50/50. BYOB 
$35 per person or $340 for a table of 10  

 

 



MARCH 6 

MASSES AND IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
12:00; 4:00 and 7:00 PM 

Ash Wednesday kicks off Lent, a somber church season that prepares Christians around the world for 
Easter. Lent has a reputation for being serious, for being more about self-denial than indulgence, and 
brings to mind fasting and images of the crucifixion. This is a great opportunity for all of us to gather 
together for fellowship during this Lenten season.  
 
Join us on ASH WEDNESDAY for our LENTEN SOUP SUPPER.  Please make and bring your favorite soup to 
share with our parishioners.  Soups can be in your family recipe or your family’s favorite or maybe 
something that represent your ethnicity. Or maybe a soup that is easy to make. However, ALL SOUPS MUST 
BE MEATLESS. Please bring soup in a pot.  
 
Rolls, coffee, tea and lemonade will be provided. Our Spirituality Committee is hosting the event.   

FASTING AND ABSTINENCE 

LENTEN SOUP 
SUPPPER 

4:30 - 7:00 PM  
MARIAN HALL 

ON ASH WEDNESDAY 



THE CATHOLIC FAITH  
AS YOU'VE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE. 
For the first time, in breathtaking and high-definition cinematography, the truth, goodness, and beauty of Catholicism are illustrated 
in a multimedia experience. Journey with Bishop Robert Barron to more than 50 locations throughout 16 countries. From the sacred 
lands of Israel to the beating heart of Uganda; from the glorious shrines of Italy, France, and Spain to the streets of Mexico, Kolkata, 
and New York City; the fullness of CATHOLICISM is revealed. Be illuminated by the spiritual and artistic treasures of this global 
culture that claims more than one billion of the earth's people. Learn what Catholics believe and why. Discover the full meaning of 
the faith. 
 
Fr. Robert Barron says: For me,  the high point in the filming it was the Holy Land. It was the first time I had ever been there. Being 
in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was overwhelming. Out of reverence and the religious excitement of being there, I knelt down. 
Our cameraman filmed that and used it in the series. Another highlight was visiting Uganda. I teach a number of African students 
and asked them where I should go to see Catholicism in Africa. All of them said I should go to Namugongo, Uganda. There, on June 
3, they have a massive liturgy and procession for the martyr Charles Lwanga and companions on the site where he was burned at 
the stake. To see 500,000 African Catholics come with this giant procession of priests and bishops was overwhelming. In the video, I 
use the line about the “blood of the martyrs being the seed of Christianity,” and the camera pans back to show this massive 
gathering. That was an emotional highlight for me. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Parish Lenten Series  

Three Tuesdays of Lent  

March 19, April 2 and April 16 

beginning at 7:00 PM in Marian Hall 

 

session will be conducted by 

JENNIFER EDWARDS 

ICC’s former Pastoral Associate 

 

 

 

 

 

A Parish Lenten Series  

Three Tuesdays of Lent  

March 19, April 2 and April 16 

beginning at 7:00 PM in Marian Hall 

 

session will be conducted by 

JENNIFER EDWARDS 

ICC’s former Pastoral Associate 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS STATIONS OF THE CROSS 

FRIDAYS OF LENT AFTER 12 NOON MASS FRIDAYS OF LENT AFTER 12 NOON MASS 



 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

 

As we move forward with our pastoral life at Immaculate Conception 
Church, we all know that there are few changes that we as a community 
are facing.  
 
The church renovation is surely becoming a reality. We are hoping to 
begin construction after Easter and for this we have to make the 
necessary preparations and adjustments especially with our Masses.  
 
For our venue, one of the options that we are seriously pursuing is at 
the beautiful chapel of Maryrest Mausoleum. The place is already set 
up for our worship needs. However, negotiations are still being made 
with the cemeteries office. Nothing is final until they grant our request.  
 
Marian Hall is another possibility for the time being because as the 
renovation progresses, the place will also be affected by the 
construction. Our school gym is an active sports facility of our tenant, 
the Sage School. If we decide to have our weekend Masses in the gym, 
we will need to find a person or persons to set-up and take down the 
physical arrangement every time we use the gym, which is weekly. 
Perhaps college kids or YOUR kids who would like to earn a little 
money can come forward and do the job. Please see me to you have any 
idea regarding the gym set-up. 
 
Our weekday Masses will be at the Galilee Hall which is still be at 
12:00 Noon.  
 
We are also reducing the number of our Sunday Masses to only three 
from the usual four. One consideration about the reduction of Masses is 
that our church is not being used to capacity. The distance between 
parishioners in attendance at Mass is noticeable. With the consolidation 
of Mass Times, we will be able to get to know other members of our 
community as we share our Eucharistic table. As brothers and sisters in 
Christ, we will have an opportunity to get to know our family better. 
 
 

Beginning on Saturday, May 11, 2019,  
our Vigil Mass will be at 5:00 PM.  

Masses on Sundays,  
beginning May 12, will be at  

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM.   
 
 
For those who requested Masses for the 10:30 Mass on Sundays, please 
call the parish office to reassign the Mass to either 9:30 or 11:30 AM.  If 
not, we will reassign Masses ourselves and be published in the bulletin 
accordingly.  Masses requested for 9:00 AM Masses will be assigned to 
9:30 AM and those for the 12 Noon will be assigned to 11:30 AM.  
 

During the renovation,  I have arranged with Fr. Jacek Marchewka, 
pastor of Immaculate Heart of Mary that we can use his church for 
funerals and weddings. Baptisms can still be celebrated  within our 
Sunday Masses or at a determined time and day at ICC Galilee Hall 
(formerly Gathering Room) 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Vincent Brosnan,  
Anita A. Herpst,  John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado,  

Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina 
Consunto, Eva Jungay,  Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny Pabustan, 

Nemia Consunto, Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, 
Gene Boylan, John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue,  
Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, 
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,  

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, 

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,  

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,   
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina, 
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon, 

Nicholas Androulidakis, John Donnagelo 

  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

February 16/17  
Regular Collection - $ 3,993.00 

Assessment Collection - $ 2,061.00 
 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are making to 
our church  Your offerings, of your time, of your God-given 
talents, and of your money, help support all that we do at 
ICC.  Our church could do nothing without the faithful offerings 
of its members. Together, we are the Body of Christ.  When we 
are giving, we are being the faithful people God calls us to be. 
Our offerings bring about blessings on many levels. We are 
transformed, made new, through our offerings.  We believe in a 
God who is generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So 
we are called to be generous as God is generous.   

 

Saturday,  February 23 St. Polycarp 
9:00 a.m.  John Henry Williams by Tom & Jingay Williams 
4:30 p.m.   Albert Specht by John & Jeanne Chmielowiec  

 

Sunday,  February 24 Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.   People of the Parish 
9:00 a.m.   Patrick Hasset by James & Maryann Griffin 
10:30 a.m.  Dan Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin 
12:00 p.m.  Robert & Laura Kelly by George & AnnMarie Kelly 
 

Monday, February 25 
12:00 p.m.  Mae Pride by James & Maryann Griffin       

 

Tuesday,  February 26 
12:00 p.m.  Joe Dablasi by James & Maryann Griffin  

 

Wednesday, February 27 
12:00 p.m.  James O’Connell by James & Maryann Griffin  

 

Thursday, February 28 
12:00 p.m.  Deceased members of the Timmins Family by 

Geralyn & Leonard Timmins 

 

Friday, March 1 First Friday, World Day of Prayer 
12:00 p.m.  Jeremy O’Connell by James & Maryann Griffin  

 

Saturday,  March 2 
9:00 a.m.  Kelly Ann Kamp by Pat & Russ Kamp         
4:30 p.m.   Clare Chmielowiec by the Family 

 

Sunday,  March 3 Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.  People of the Parish           
9:00 a.m.   Edward J. Miller by Jahn Family 
10:30 a.m.  Carol Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin 
12:00 p.m.  Elisa Rosario Marrero by George & Ann Marie Kelly 

With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!

The Bread and Wine  
are offered in memory of  

 

PASCUAL BELGIRA 
 

 
 

The Sanctuary Lamp  
are offered in memory of  

 

DANIEL FOX 
 

by Lorene Cox 
 


