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HOLY MASS 

 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:00pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:30, and 11:30  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   4:30 pm or by appointment  
 Daily   after the 12 Noon Mass (Please approach the priest) 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

900 Darlington Ave. 
Mahwah, NJ 07430   
www.iccmahwah.org   
201-327-1276 

January 19, 2020 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)   Is 49:3, 5–6   1 Cor 1:1–3   Jn 1:29–34 

“My servant” is an identification a lot of 
people will shy away from. A servant 
seeks to accomplish someone else’s 
goals, and the adjective “my” suggests 
belonging to another. Yet all of today’s 
readings describe individuals who are 
proud to be servants, servants of God. 
What makes this kind of servant 
something to which all of us can aspire?  
 
As a servant of God, Isaiah became “a 
light to the nations that [God’s] salvation 
may reach to the ends of the earth”  (Is 
49:6). As a servant of God, Paul became 
“an apostle of Christ Jesus,” proclaiming 
the good news of God’s love “to the 
church of God that is in Corinth.” As a 
servant of God, John the Baptist prepared 
the way so that Jesus “might be made 
known to Israel” (John 1:31). These 
servants sought to accomplish God’s 
goals for the fulfillment of others. It is in 
such commitment to others that we 
ourselves are fulfilled. Ask any parent, 
lover, or good friend if this is not the 
case.  
 
We might not want to be the servant of 
another, but what a privilege it is to be 
called to be a servant of God, a light to 
others, to proclaim God’s love and make 

Jesus known. By 
our baptism, we 
have all been so 
called. We 
enlighten others by 
the way we live 
with integrity. The 
unselfishness of 
our lives proclaims 
the good news of 
Christ Jesus. 
Authentic 
Christian living 
makes him known 
to the world. 
That’s what it 
means to be a 
servant of God. 

Proud Servants of God  

Mass on Monday, January 20 is at 9:00 AM ONLY 

For Reflection : 
  How does your life in the home, workplace, or community manifest the love of God for 
others?  
 

  How do you personally benefit by serving others? 



 
Today is the beginning of the public life of 
Jesus. As you remember, Christmas is over, 
the child is grown up, the child becomes a 
man and the man is baptized in the waters by 
John the Baptist, a sign of his oneness with all 
of humanity, that he is indeed the Messiah but 
he is true God and true man. 
 

Today, we see John the Baptist testifying that 
Jesus indeed is the Son of God and the Son of 
man. Jesus is walking by him, and John, 
seeing him pass by, he says, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world.” 
 

He doesn’t say, “Behold, the Messiah.” He 
doesn’t say, “Behold, the Son of God.” He 
says, “Behold, the Lamb of God.” Lambs are 
very important to a shepherded people and, of 
course, we think of the lamb most of all when 
Jesus says that he is the shepherd and the 
lambs hear his voice and follow him. 
 

But this is not what John has in mind. What 
John has in mind is something much deeper, 
something much more important. He is telling 
his disciples that this is the sacrificial lamb, 
offered at the time when the people were 
under the slavery of Egypt. And the lamb was 
offered that terrible night and his blood was 
placed upon the doorposts of all the children 
of Israel and the lamb became the sacrifice by 
which all of them were freed. 
 

This is the lamb who is the sacrificial lamb. 
This is the Messiah who does not come with 
great armies. This is the Messiah who comes 
to us as a sacrificial lamb and, as John says, 
who offers his whole life that sins might be 
forgiven. 
 

The word “sin” is very much used. Do you 
know “sin,” that word doesn’t exist in any 
language except in Hebrew. It’s a gift of the 
Jewish people who recognize something very 
important when it is used. 
 

We think of sin as somebody who offends the 
Ten Commandments. It’s not that. We think 
of sin as something terrible that other people 
fall into and very seldom do we ourselves sin 
because we think sin is a series of activities 
against laws. And it is true. If you break a 
law, you break a commandment. And if you 
break a commandment, the commandment is 
the law of God and therefore you have sinned. 

But that’s not what sin means. Sin is a very 
interesting word and what it does mean is you 
have failed to love. God has given you His 
love and you turn your back on Him. God has 
given you Jesus and he becomes a lamb led to 
the slaughter to show you the depth of God’s 
love and to make you understand when we 
say, “I have sinned,” we have not broken a 
commandment, we have broken a promise, we 
have broken a person, we have nailed him to 
the cross. 
 

For sin is a failure to care and a failure to 
love. It is not something that you just say, 
“Well, I broke the sixth commandment or the 
fifth commandment or the tenth 
commandment,” because when you sin you 
break a heart, not only the heart of Jesus, but 
the heart of the person that you have sinned 
against. 
 

And this is why it’s such an important word. 
For when Jesus enters the waters, becomes 
one with us, walks with us through life, 
feeling the things we feel, hoping the things 
we hope, every bit a human being, when he 
does this, he is coming so that he might take 
away all sin. For if sin is a sin against the love 
of God, Jesus redeems us by his great love, 
not only for God his Father, but for all of us. 
And it is in the loving of Jesus that we are 
forgiven, because he never held it against us, 
he never went away and hid and waited for an 
apology. Sometimes we think a confessional 
is where your sins are forgiven. It begins in 
the heart of Jesus. And there was no sin that 
Jesus himself did not immediately forgive 
because his love was so great. 
 

And so when you go to confession, you come 
in contact, not with the judgment of God and 
being forgiven, you come to understand that, 
when Jesus offered himself on the cross for all 
mankind in the greatest love that a God made 
man could offer his Father, that all was 
forgiven to all for all. 
 

This is the message that the Gospel teaches us 
and this is the message we often forget. But to 
remember that when we sin against each 
other, it’s not a breaking of a rule, a 
regulation, a law, although it is that, it is the 
breaking of another person’s heart. And then 
we will realize that Jesus came only to love. 
He himself has said, “I have not come to 
judge. I have not come to judge but only to 
teach you how to love.” 
 

When I was in Literature class in college, I 
made a book review of the final novel by the 
Russian author Fyodor Dostoevsky. 
Dostoyevsky is probably, at least in my 
understanding is, the best novel writer that the 
world has ever known in any language. But 
one of his favorite and best books is, “The 
Brothers Karamazov” about three brothers.  
 

The book is very long. In fact, it’s so long that 
I used to sneak it into my classes when I was 
supposed to be studying something else, put it 
on my knee and read the story of the brothers 
Karamazov. And the third brother was Father 
Zosima’s favourite, Alyosha. And Alyosha is 
sort of the saintly brother.  
 

And why would I do that? Well, I’ll tell you. 
Because novels touch the heart and it’s all 

about the heart. And Dostoyevsky was one of 
the greatest. 
 

Now I will tell you, at the very beginning, in 
the first chapter, Father Zosima, this sacred, 
sacred Russian priest and mystic, was dying, 
and Alyosha was by him and waiting for his 
final words. What is the holy man going to 
say at the end of his life? 
 

And he looks into Alyosha’s eyes, and he 
loves Alyosha, and he says to Alyosha, “All 
are responsible to all for all.” All of us are 
responsible to each other for everything. 
He didn’t tell Alyosha to love. He told him to 
remember that you must become responsible 
for people and that is the only love that is 
acceptable for God: to take responsibility, to 
respond to their needs, to respond to others, to 
respond in times that everybody else gives 
them up, you will come and offer yourselves 
to be with them, to care for them. 
 

And this is what Jesus wants and this is what 
Jesus was teaching us by his own life and 
death: that we are responsible for everything. 
Father Zosima uses an example. He says if 
you take a little pebble and you’re standing by 
the side of a limpid pool and you throw that 
pebble into the center of the pool, the waves 
that that stone begins, as it sinks into the pool, 
the waves reach further and further and 
further until they reach the end of the pool 
itself. 
 

This is a very important concept because it 
means, as Zosima says to Alyosha, 
“Everything you say, everything you do, 
everything you think is not yours alone. It’s 
throwing pebbles into a pool and they form 
their rings and have their effect until the very 
end of the pool is finished.” 
 

Jesus tells us today that he is the Lamb of 
God. It means of course he is the shepherd 
and we are the lambs. And that’s what it 
means: that we too become the Lamb of God. 
We become the sons and daughters of God or, 
as it says in the readings today, the children of 
God. 
 

And that means that our lives have been 
changed, for there’s no such thing as a lack of 
forgiveness in understanding God. God is 
only understood by love, and that is why the 
theologians teach us to sin is not to do 
something, it is to fail to do something. 
And the one thing that God calls us, each day, 
and we live with Jesus who teaches us how, 
each day, the one thing is that there is only 
love and, if we sin, we take ourselves out of 
the one thing that is necessary for our heart 
and our soul and our lives, which is the 
fullness of God’s love, flowing through us 
and to each other. 
 

This is why Jesus came and this is why today 
we say with great gratitude, “Behold, the 
Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world and everything that stands between us 
and the love of a loving Father who has given 
us Jesus to show the way and, as mentioned in 
the gospel today, fills us with His Holy 
Spirit.” 
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SOUND SYSTEM  
SHARED MEMORIALIZATION  

 
I am especially campaigning for more contributors for our new Sound 
System because of its importance in our Renovation Project. I know that 
the $ 38,961.00  is quite a big amount for one family. So, I came up with 
the proposal that you can still contribute to the purchase of the Sound 
System in any amount that is affordable to you and your family.  
We will acknowledge our Sound System Donors in the following 
category: 
 

PATRONS  - $3,000.00 and above 
BENEFACTORS - $2,000.00 - $2,999.00 
DONORS  - $1,000.00 - $1,999.00 
SPONSORS  - $999.00 and below 



 

The right to life is a human right.  Our defense of that right is a joyful witness to the 
beauty and dignity of every human person. 
 

The March for Life is an inspiring, peaceful, vibrant, and joy-filled rally of women, men, young people, and children from all across the country.  
Every year, tens of thousands of pro-lifers converge on the National Mall and march on Capitol Hill on the anniversary of the Supreme Court’s 
1973 Roe v. Wade ruling which legalized abortion in all 50 states.  It’s the largest annual human rights demonstration in the world.   
 

But this is not just a protest… TOGETHER, WE GATHER TO CELEBRATE LIFE.  We celebrate each and every life, from the moment of 
conception until natural death. 
 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS IN WASHINGTON, DC 
(For those who cannot attend the events, follow them live at www.EndAbortionTV.org) 
*Please participate: Please join the Novena of Reparation for Roe vs. Wade from  
 
January 14-22.   
 

Wednesday, January 22nd – Roe vs. Wade Anniversary, U.S. Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children 
Per the USCCB: "In all the Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 shall be observed as a particular day of prayer for the full 
restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and of penance for violations to the dignity of the human person."  
Visit www.PriestsforLife.org/PrayerCampaign/Reparation 
 
7:00-8:00 PM –  Candlelight Prayer Vigil at the steps of the Supreme Court.  National pro-life leaders will hold an  
  interdenominational prayer vigil. 
 
*Please participate: Please pray three Hail Mary’s (or more if you can!) in reparation for the millions of innocent human lives lost to abortion.   
 
Thursday, January 23rd 
 

9:00-11:00 AM – Priests for Life will lead an interdenominational prayerful protest at the Planned Parenthood abortion center in DC  
  at 1225 Fourth Street NE. 
 
Friday, January 24th – March for Life in Washington, DC 
 

8:30-10:30 AM -  National Prayer Service (interdenominational) at DAR Constitution Hall. 
12:00-1:00 PM -  March for Life Rally 
1:00 PM -  March for Life. 
2:30 PM –  Testimonies from the Silent No More Awareness Campaign at the steps of the Supreme Court. 
 

*Please participate: Please join your fellow ICC members for a Rosary Rally at 1:00 PM by the statue of Our Lady in 
front of ICC.  We will pray a full rosary in solidarity with our brothers and sisters gathering today in 
Washington, DC and around the world. 
 
Saturday, January 25th – Today is the Feast of the Conversion of St. Paul.  Let us pray that, like Paul, all hearts and minds will turn to God and 
learn to respect life – for the unborn, the disabled, the aged, and the mentally ill. 
Today is also the day of the West Coast Walk for Life, held in San Francisco, CA. 
 
Pray It Forward 
Priests for Life is happy to announce a new Prayer Campaign for victory in the Supreme Court abortion case June Medical Services vs. Gee.  For 
the first time since 2016, the U.S. Supreme Court is hearing a case directly dealing with abortion.  Priests for Life invites all to join the prayer 
campaign from now until the decision of the Court is handed down. 
 
*Please participate: The prayer and more information, including a press release and the text of the Amicus brief submitted by Priests for Life, can 
be found at www.SupremeCourtVictory.com.  

Rosary For Life Rally 
Friday, January 24 at 1:00 PM 

Shrine of Our Lady 

http://www.EndAbortionTV.org
http://www.PriestsforLife.org/PrayerCampaign/Reparation
http://clicks.priestsforlife.org/f/a/L3xMFAKI6eJ0RQqqx7VTFw~~/AAAhSQA~/RgRf9NdoP0R3aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cucHJpZXN0c2ZvcmxpZmUub3JnL25vdmVuYXMvbm92ZW5hLmFzcHg_aWQ9MTUwJmFkZHJlc3M9ZW1veW5haGFuQGhvdG1haWwuY29tJmFwPTYwNzI5Ni01MSZhZD04MjkwMTgmbGlua2lkPTVXA3NwY0IKAADooxNe


Honor Gifts or Memorial Opportunities 
 

As our church renovation project is about to begin, I would like to thank all of you especially those who 
support this project through your financial contribution, active involvement in planning and those who 
prayed with us. Since our Church Renovation Budget does not include the church furnishings and fixtures, 
we are pleased to present our MEMORIALIZATION AND HONOR GIFTS CAMPAIGN as part of our 
efforts to raise the funds for our church furniture. The memorial or honor gift is a permanent and lasting 
testimony to your loved one.  One or more  individuals or families can share the cost of each item. 
 

MEMORIAL GIFTS are a special way to acknowledge a friend or a loved one who has passed away. The 

Church teaches that those who have died and “fallen asleep in Christ”, continue to be counted among the faithful. A 
memorial is simply a gift given to the Church in memory of a loved. Such memorials are a means to remember loved 
ones in a most significant and proper way. It is also traditional for those remembered with Church memorials to be 
included in special annual or designated Requiem Services. 
 

HONOR GIFTS to the Church are permanent expressions of faith and love. They might be given in celebration 

of a long life or for a newborn, in gratitude for a blessing, in response to answered prayers, or simply to help the parish. 
Large and small, these gifts are reflective of the convictions and dedication of the donor, as well as enhancing the means 
of the Church to glorify God in liturgical practice, form, and expression. The Church celebrates all such gifts. 
 
If an item is too big for you to memorialize, you are still welcome to contribute any amount you can afford for the items 
that are still available.  
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT. As our way of saying thanks to you, all those who contributed to 

the capital campaign and those who are being honored and/or memorialized will be 
acknowledged. Their names will be grandly displayed in perpetuity on an exquisite Donors 
and Memorial Wall which will stand as a testament to the generosity of our family and 
friends. No plaque or marker will be attached to the furniture.   
 

 New Baptismal Font - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 New Carillon Bells - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 High Altar of the Tabernacle with Marble Reredo - $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Altar of Sacrifice with Marble Top = $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of St. Joseph - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Ambo - $8,000.00 ($6,600.00 have been contributed) 
 Niche of the Blessed Virgin Mary - $5,000.00  (TAKEN) 
 Niche of St. John baptizing Jesus by the Baptismal Font - $5,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 24 Church Pews - $ 1,800.00 each (ALL TAKEN) 
 The Presider’s Chair (TAKEN) 
 Tabernacle - $16,000.00  
 New Sound System - $ 38,961.00 ($500.00 have been contributed) 
 New Confessional Room - $35,000.00 
 7 Marble base of the Stations of the Cross - $2,000.00 each (1 is TAKEN) 
 Regal Hanging Sanctuary Lamp Holder - $2,900.00 
 4 Regal Floor Candle Stand for the Altar of the Eucharist - $1,800.00 each 
 4 Regal Altar of the Tabernacle Candlesticks - $ 1,000.00 each 
 6 Secondary Sanctuary Chairs for Deacon,  Altar Servers, Lectors and Cantors (TBD) 
 



 

RENOVATION FUND RAISING 
Cardinal Tobin has granted us permission  to have a  

 

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION  
 
to supplement our Church Renovation Fund. 
These will happen on weekends that we don’t have 
National or Archdiocesan Collection.  This is just 
temporary until the renovation is over and the bills 
are paid.  I ask for your kind understanding and 
generosity. 
 
 

I would like to thank in a very special way those who have made their 
sacrificial giving towards the renovation project and those who have 
responded to our Memorialization Program. Your generosity is 
unequalled and God bless you a hundredfold.  
 

Thank you for your generosity. I assure you that we are doing our best 
that this project will be worth the generosity that you have extended to 
our church.  



                

Saturday, January 18 

9:00 a.m.   Carl Di Risio by Geraldine & Roderick Di Risio     

4:00 p.m.   Carolyn Kiernan by the Kiernan Family 

Sunday, January 19 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 

7:30 a.m.  Josephine Zingaro by Lia Chagris  

9:30 a.m.   John Walsh by McGuire Family 

11:30 a.m.  Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 
 

Monday, January 20 Martin Luther King Day 

9:00 a.m.  Msgr. William Williams by Andy & Ileen Lohan    
 

Tuesday,  January 21 St. Agnes, Virgin and Martyr 

12:00 p.m.  Deceased members of Lumbreras, Nocon & Bucao  

                   Families By Miriam Lumbreras   
 

Wednesday, January 22 Day of Prayer for Legalization of  

  Protection of Unborn Children 

12:00 p.m.  Josephine Peragallo by Catherine Ilardi 
 

Thursday, January 23 St. Marianne Cope 

12:00 p.m.  Bridget Cullinane by Frank & Helen McGowan 
 

Friday, January 24 St. Francis de Sales 

12:00 p.m. Lauro Lumbreras by Miriam Lumbreras 
 

Saturday, January 25 Conversion of St. Paul, Apostle 

9:00 a.m.  Gary Corello by Geraldine & Roderick Di Risio 

4:00 p.m.  Caitlin Carriere by Kiernan Family 
 

Sunday, January 26 Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

7:30 a.m. Living & Deceased Members of the Parish 

9:30 a.m. Mary De Palma by Remo & Cupolo Families 

11:30 a.m.  Robert Kelly by Ann Marie & George Kelly  

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Jeanne Paolillo, Christopher Zullo,  
Courtney Colucci, Mercedes Tabije, Ron Fatigate, Vincent 

Brosnan,  Anita A. Herpst, John Chmielowicz,  
Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina,  

Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  
Era Ocampo, Homer Pabustan, Ma. Neny Pabustan,   

Nemia Consunto,  Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker,  
Gene Boylan,  John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby,  Matthew Donohue,   
Cristin Famularo,  Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh,  
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,   

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland,   

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,   

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,   
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina,  
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon,  

Nicholas Androulidakis 

  

IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE IN SIGNING UP  TO THIS NEW 

ONLINE GIVING, PLEASE CALL THE PARISH  OFFICE. 

WE WILL BE MORE THAN HAPPY TO ASSIST YOU 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

Weekend of 1-11/12 - $3,255.00 
Christmas Gift - $610.00 

Communicating God’s Word - 740.00 
2nd Collection Church Renovation - $1,000.00 

Restricted for Utilities - $ 2,325.00 
Assessment - $43.00 

GOING AWAY THIS WINTER? 
 

We know many of our parishioner like to 
vacation in warmer climates during the 
winter and we rejoice with you, but we 
still count on your faithful commitment to 
our parish in remembering us in your 
prayers and financial support. So while 
you are away please keep connected to 
your home parish: 
 

 By updating us with your mailing address 

 Information on when you are leaving and returning 

 Please consider setting up an ONLINE GIVING  account 
before you go (call the Parish Office for more information 201-
327-1276). 

 Read the Parish Bulletins online www.ICCMahwah.org. 

 If you or a family member needs prayers, let us know so we 
can pray for them. 
Enjoy your time away and we look forward to your return. 

SANCTURAY LAMP 
burns in thanksgiving to  

 

ALL THE GENEROUS PEOPLE 
OF THE PARISH 

With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!


