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HOLY MASS 

 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:00pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:30, and 11:30  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   due to non-availability of the church, all confessions  
    are by appointment only 

 Daily   after the 12 Noon Mass (Please approach the priest) 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 

  

900 Darlington Ave. 
Mahwah, NJ 07430   
www.iccmahwah.org   
201-327-1276 

March 15, 2020  3rd Sunday of Lent (A) Ex 17:3–7 Rom 5:1–2, 5–8   Jn 4:5–42  

MARYREST CHAPEL 
Our temporary venue of Weekend Masses during our Church Renovation 

Water flows through this Sunday’s 
readings.  In the passage from Exodus, 
the Hebrews cry out for the water so 
necessary for life. In the Gospel, Jesus 
speaks of living water that provides 
eternal life.  
 
The exchange between the Hebrews and 
Moses is straightforward and startling. 
Physical thirst led them to question the 
divine care that miraculously delivered 
them from the hands of Egyptian 
oppressors. We shouldn’t be too quick to 
shake our fingers at them. How many 
times have we looked past blessings we 
take for granted, only to focus on lesser 
immediate needs? These desert people are 
our ancestors in more ways than one.  
 
The Gospel of John is most interesting. 
Jesus is in Samaria, a land hated by the 
Jews. There he initiates a conversation 
with an inhabitant of the town of Sychar, 
someone who is an outcast in three major 
ways. She is a woman. No self-respecting 
man would be alone with a woman he 
didn’t know. She is a Samaritan, Jews 
considered Samaritans unclean. And she 
is promiscuous. His own honor might be 

at risk. The woman’s 
questionable social 
status does not prevent 
Jesus from engaging her, 
first in social etiquette, 
“Give me a drink,”  then 
in a theological 
exchange “Whoever 
drinks the water I shall 
give will never thirst.”  
 
The Hebrews 
experienced God’s 
saving action in their 
exodus, but they lacked 
trust. The woman, hated 
by the Jews, was an 
outcast of her own 
people, yet she believed. 
How do we respond to 
the water? 

For Reflection : 
¬  Look at the deepest longings of your heart.  What might quench your thirst?  
¬  The Samaritan woman may have been the last person we would expect Jesus to engage 
with. What does this say about us? 

Water for Living or Living Water? 



In the twelfth chapter of the Book of 
Exodus, we hear how Pharaoh is subjected to 
the tenth plague, the slaying of all the first 
born in the land of Egypt, man and beast 
alike. Then, at last, he gives in and lets Moses 
and the children of Israel leave their bondage. 
According to the Scriptures, the departing 
Jews numbered 600,000 men, not counting the 
women and children. 

 

Today, in our first reading, we have a small 
excerpt from Chapter 17 of the same Book of 
Exodus. The events described took place a 
very short time after they left Egypt. The text 
says that the people were thirsty for water, so 
they grumbled against Moses. They reviled 
him by saying, “Why did you ever make us 
leave Egypt? Was it just to have us die here of 
thirst with our children and our livestock?” 

 

Moses was a holy man, really trying very hard 
to do what God had asked of him, despite the 
personal sacrifice. He realized that the vicious 
complaining wasn’t really aimed at him, but at 
God. Despite so many miracles that these 
people had lived through, now they were 
doubting that the Lord was going to take care 
of them and lead them to the land he had 
promised, the land “flowing with milk and 
honey.” 

 

The sniping and complaining evidently didn’t 
sit well with God either. As we all know, the 
Lord let them wander in the desert for forty 
years before bringing them to the Promised 
Land. And not one single person of this 
generation lived to step foot on that land. No, 
God really does not like grumbling. 

 

Now, 600,000 men is a pretty big community. 
When we add back in the women and kids, 
what size population would you think we’re 
talking about here, a million and a half, two 
million people? Certainly a huge group! All 
wiped out within forty years’ time because of 
their criticizing and whining. 

 

I have led a lot of pilgrimages and mostly in 
the Holy and in parts of Europe. Of course, a 
pilgrimage in not a lad back vacation. You 
have to cover a lot of places packed in a very 
short time. Right upon arrival on the first day 
after a very long flight and until the end of the 
pilgrimage after much walking and bus ride, 
pilgrims get so tired and exhausted. Then 
there are those who want this or that. There 

are those who want go there or just spend 
more time here. There are those who want to 
make changes in the itineraries or little 
demands on the hotel accommodations and 
services. Then there begins impatience.  

 

The point is, given human nature and the lack 
of patience and consideration that some 
people feel when life doesn’t go their way, it’s 
not all that hard to imagine what it was like 
with Moses and his people in the desert. They 
were no doubt tired, hot, scared, stressed 
beyond belief, annoyed at the lack of 
accommodation, and so on. But then again, I 
can’t imagine that everybody was 
complaining. Not even mobs work that way. 
We’ve all been there. In most cases, it’s just a 
small handful of people who start making 
loud comments or begin to get feisty. They’re 
the agitators of the group. The more they rant 
and rave, the more the crowd begins to 
polarize. Some join them. Some are turned off 
and want to distance themselves. Some 
remain neutral. And of course, as the situation 
continues to unfold, some people change their 
views when they realize that the matter is 
more or less threatening than they thought. 

 

When all is said and done, it’s actually a 
relatively small number of folks that gets 
everything going. And in today’s Scripture, I 
would confidently bet that it was a small 
number that got the people griping and 
murmuring against Moses and God. 

 

But here’s the zinger: because of this small 
group of troublemakers, the entire lot of 
them lost out! They suffered for forty long 
years, one and all and in the end, they never 
got their prize they never reached the 
Promised Land. 

 

Jesus spoke in one of his famous Gospel 
stories about how a little bit of leaven, or 
yeast, makes a big bowl of dough rise. We see 
today that the opposite is also true. A little bit 
of grumbling can make the whole works 
collapse. 

 

There’s a great story about a father whose 
patience was running very thin over his kids 
who were always whining and bickering. He 
told them that their bad attitude was annoying 
and tiresome and was dragging down the 
whole family. Naturally, they thought he was 
being overly dramatic and they insisted that a 

little bad behavior now and then couldn’t 
possibly make that much difference. 

 

Well, he came up with a clever object lesson. 
“Say!” he said. “Why don’t we make up a big 
tray of brownies?” The kids thought this was a 
great idea. So he set them to work gathering 
the ingredients; flour, chocolate, sugar, milk, 
and so on. They measured and stirred and 
mixed, all the while talking very excitedly 
about how wonderful these brownies would 
be. 

 

When the batter was just about done, the 
father said, “Now we need to get one more 
ingredient.” He handed his daughter a spoon 
and asked her to go out to the dog pen and 
bring in one teaspoonful of doggie doo. The 
girl was horrified. Dad assured them that it 
wouldn’t hurt anything. After all, they all said 
that a little bit of whining and bickering 
wouldn’t hurt a family, so he didn’t think a 
tiny bit of dog droppings would ruin the 
brownies. 

 

My friends: how often do we find ourselves in 
a situation where somebody “loses it” and 
launches into a tirade? Moaning and 
complaining, whining, grumbling against a 
parent, a friend, a teacher, a boss, a fellow 
worker, the president, a priest or the bishop… 
you name it! In fact, maybe it’s us who goes 
off. Try to remember that just like in Moses’ 
day, grumbling is ultimately aimed at God. 
It’s a rejection of his blessings. And just like 
in Moses’ day, grumbling will hurt every 
single one of us. 

 

If in biblical days the people who first heard 
the grumbling had spoken up, if they prayed 
for the grumblers or prevailed upon them to 
be patient or more faithful, maybe things 
wouldn’t have gotten out of control. Maybe 
all those two million or so folks would have 
reached the Promised Land in just a few 
weeks or months as they could have. But they 
kept quiet or worse yet, they joined in the 
grumbling themselves and the rest, as they 
say, is history. 
 

 The whole parish would like to thank the 
Social Events Committee for the very 
successful St. Patrick’s Dinner Dance held last 
Saturday, March 7. 
 
Special thanks to Jacquei Oprysko, our Staff 
Social Events Coordinator, to Mrs. Kathy 
Devine, our Social Events Coordinator, the 

members of the Social Events Committee and to all the host of volunteers 
for their untiring support. Our gratitude too to all those who donated the 
baskets for our Silent Auction, ShopRite for the Water and Soda. We also 
thank those who supported our Silent Auction and the 50/50 Raffle and 
to the winner Barbara Oltremare who donated her winnings. To all of 
you, thank you very much from the bottom of our hearts.  
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SOUND SYSTEM  
SHARED MEMORIALIZATION  

 

I am especially campaigning for more contributors for our new Sound 
System because of its importance in our Renovation Project. I know that 
the $ 39,400.00  is quite a big amount for one family. So, I came up with 
the proposal that you can still contribute to the purchase of the Sound 
System in any amount that is affordable to you and your family.  
We will acknowledge our Sound System Donors in the following 
category: 
 

PATRONS  - $3,000.00 and above 
BENEFACTORS - $2,000.00 - $2,999.00 
DONORS  - $1,000.00 - $1,999.00 
SPONSORS  - $999.00 and below 



WEDNESDAY, March 25 beginning at 5:00PM 
 LENTEN SOUP SUPPER 
 FILM SHOWING: THE PASSION OF THE CHRIST 

We would like to invite all of you to our Lenten Soup Supper. Families are invited to make a pot of your favorite soup to 
share. This is on a Wednesday, soup with meat is allowed. However, everybody is still welcome even if you cannot provide 
soup.  
 

This year we will show the movie “The Passion of the Christ.” The Passion of the Christ is really about a love story, the love 
that Christ has for you and me. He was willing to go to the cross, take all the humiliation, extraordinary pain and suffering, and 
most of all, the sin of the entire human race upon Himself. He was willing to allow Himself to be separated from His Father, 
God, when He bore my sins and yours. He did it because He loves us, and He so desperately wants you and me to spend 
eternity with Him in heaven. However, that will not be possible if we refuse to accept the sacrifice He made for us.  
 

I know that many of you have already watched the movie but come and watch it with new understanding about his sacrificial 
love for all of us.! 

LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 

AND PENANCE SERVICE 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1; 7:30 PM 

 

 During Lent, we are invited to search deeply within our minds and hearts and 
to look at our own hopes for our own lives and for our world. We can rely on 
God’s promise to redeem us from all our iniquities and to never let us walk 
alone. We know that where God is, there can always be hope. Lent can be a 
time when we listen more deeply to hear and respond to the voice of God within 
and around us. Jesus prayed in his deepest agony and it gave him strength to 
continue the journey.  

As part of our Lenten journey we invite you to join us for a special time of prayer, 
reconciliation and healing. Come by yourself, come as a family, or invite a friend who 
has not experienced the sacrament of Reconciliation in some time. Join us as we 
experience the gracious mercy of God’s love! The sacrament of penance is an 
experience of the gift of God’s boundless mercy. Not only does it free us from our sins, 
but it also challenges us to have the same kind of compassion and forgiveness for those 
who sin against us. We are liberated to be forgivers.  Several priests will be available 
for individual confessions.  



Honor Gifts or Memorial Opportunities 
 
As our church renovation project is about to begin, I would like to thank all of you especially those who support this 
project through your financial contribution, active involvement in planning and those who prayed with us. Since our 
Church Renovation Budget does not include the church furnishings and fixtures, we are pleased to present our 
MEMORIALIZATION AND HONOR GIFTS CAMPAIGN as part of our efforts to raise the funds for our 
church furniture. The memorial or honor gift is a permanent and lasting testimony to your loved one.  One or more  
individuals or families can share the cost of each item. 
 
 

PAYMENTS 
You don’t need to pay the whole pledge amount at once. You can do it on an installment 
basis according to your capability.   
 
 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
As our way of saying thanks to you, all those who contributed to the Capital Campaign and 

those who donated for the Honor Gifts and Memorialization Program  and those who 
are being honored and/or memorialized will be acknowledged. Their names will be grandly 

displayed in perpetuity on an exquisite Donors and Memorial Wall which will stand as a 
testament to the generosity of our family and friends. No plaque or marker will be attached to 
the furniture.   
 

 Church Pews - $ 1,800.00 each  (2 pews are available) 
 New Sound System by Monte Brothers - $ 39,442.00 ($16,300.00 have been contributed) 
 New Confessional Room - $35,000.00 
 7 Marble base of the Stations of the Cross - $2,000.00 each  
 2 Regal Floor Candle Stand for the Altar of the Eucharist - $1,900.00 each 
 6 Secondary Sanctuary Chairs for Deacon,  Altar Servers, Lectors and Cantors - $650.00 
 (3 are TAKEN) 
 Credence Table and Offertory Tables 
 
 New Immaculate Conception Marble Statue by the Stairs Landing $35,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Antique statue of John the Baptist Baptizing Jesus (TAKEN) 
 Tabernacle - $16,000.00  (TAKEN) 
 New Baptismal Font - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 New Carillon Bells - $16,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Altar of Sacrifice with Marble Top = $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 High Altar of the Tabernacle with Marble Reredo - $13,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Ambo - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of the Blessed Virgin Mary - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Side Altar of St. Joseph - $8,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Niche of the Blessed Virgin Mary by the Stairs Landing - $5,000.00  (TAKEN) 
 Niche of St. John baptizing Jesus by the Baptismal Font - $5,000.00 (TAKEN) 
 Regal Hanging Sanctuary Lamp Holder - $2,900.00 (TAKEN) 
 The Presider’s Chair $2,900.00 (TAKEN) 
 Processional Cross - $ 2,500.00 (TAKEN) 



Pregnant and 
parenting moms in 
need are in our 

parishes and our neighborhoods. As Pope Francis reminds us, 
our parishes need to be “islands of mercy in the midst of a sea 
of indifference.”  
 
The USCCB is excited to share a new initiative, Walking with 
Moms in Need: A Year of Service, which will begin March 
25, 2020 on the 25th anniversary of Pope St. John Paul II’s 
landmark pro-life encyclical, The Gospel of Life.  As part of 
this nationwide effort, our monthly prayer intentions and 
reflections now through March 2021 will focus on the needs of 
pregnant and parenting moms of young children in our parishes 
and our neighborhoods.  More information about this Year of 
Service is available at www.usccb.org.   
 
To make this a very tangible effort at Immaculate Conception 
Chruch, I ask that – with permission – you share the needs of 
any pregnant or parenting mom in our local area who may need 
assistance.  Please notify Eileen Moynahan, coordinator for the 
ICC Respect Life Ministry, at emoynahan@hotmail.com or 
(845) 304-8181 should you identify anyone who could use our 
help, be it material or spiritual.  We’d especially like to support 
pregnant and parenting students at the high school, college, and 
graduate school levels. 
 
 
 

 
JOIN OUR PARISH 

RESPECT LIFE MINISTRY 
 

Please email Eileen Moynahan 
emoynahan@hotmail.com 

 

Join the Marian Blue Wave! 
 
Across the country, Catholics are signing up to become part of 
the Marian Blue Wave (MBW).  Simply commit to praying a 
weekly rosary with the intention of ending all abortion and 
shutting down every Planned Parenthood facility in the U.S. 
 
It’s easy to sign up: go to www.marianbluewave.com/rosary to 
commit to this spiritual practice.  (Hint: This makes for a great 
Lenten discipline as well!)  The folks at Marian Blue Wave 
have helpfully provided a downloadable .pdf on praying the 
rosary and would love to send you an MBW bumper sticker as 
well. 
 
Fun fact: Once you sign up, your town is represented with a 
blue dot on the online MBW map.  Get friends and family to 
register so that we can cover the map with Marian blue! 

Stephen Thomas Schwarz and Marisabel Trigo 
Arteaga are preparing to receive the Sacrament 
of Confirmation in Easter Season. This Sunday, 
they were presented to the Archbishop at Sacred 
heart Cathedral in Newark by Robert Herpst, our 
Parish RCIA Coordinator.  

Your Flower Donation build a 
beautiful worship space for our 

Easter Celebration 
The beautiful Easter lilies and spring flowers that adorn our Gym, our venue for 
the this years Easter Celebration due to the on-going church renovation are a 
special part of the celebration of Easter at Immaculate Conception Church. We 
invite all parishioners to share in the experience through a memorial or 
thanksgiving gift by using the Easter Flowers Memorial Envelopes. Donations 
toward the cost of Easter flowers in the Church may be made in memory or 
honor of your family members and friends. This is a wonderful way to 
remember loved ones, honor friends, and offer thanksgiving to God for prayers 
answered and blessings received.  
 

Please place your envelopes in the collection basket or bring them to the Parish 
Office before April 5. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. The names of all 
those for whom our Easter flowers are in memory of will be in the parish 
bulletin on Easter Sunday.        

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED 
ONES ON PALM SUNDAY 

 

Our Parish Youth Group will sell Palm 
Crosses on the March 28/29 and 4/5, 

Palm Sunday.  
These Palm Crosses are traditionally placed  on the graves of the deceased 
loved ones. Palms reference Palm Sunday and symbolize Christ's victory 
over death.  

http://www.usccb.org
mailto:emoynahan@hotmail.com
http://www.marianbluewave.com/rosary


 

Saturday, March 14 

9:00 a.m.   Eleanor Antolino by Jack Valentine 

4:00 p.m.   Mary Ann Belfield by Tom Worsley 
 

Sunday, March 15 Third Sunday of Lent 

7:30 a.m.   Barry Noonan by Merv & Sue Smith 

9:30 a.m.   Living & Deceased Members of the Parish 

11:30 a.m.  Helen Clark by the Roe Family 
 

Monday,  March 16 

12:00 p.m.  Mr. Ramundo by James Griffin 
 

Tuesday, March 17 St. Patrick, Bishop 

12:00 p.m.  Angelina Colalucci by Jerry & Priscilla Schwartz 
 

Wednesday, March 18 St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & 

Doctor of the Church 

12:00 p.m.  Inge Pietrek by the Family 
 

Thursday, March 19 ST. JOSEPH, SPOUSE OF BLESSED 

VIRGIN MARY 

12:00 p.m.  Nelson & McGowan Families by Theresa Nelson 
 

Friday, March 20 

12:00 p.m.  Cesar Ambal by Minnie & Peter Pascual 
 

Saturday, March 21 

9:00 a.m.   Michael O’Reilley from the Stanford Family 

4:00 p.m.   Madeline Banks by Jack Valentine 
 

Sunday, March 22  Fourth Sunday of Lent 

7:30 a.m.   Marcus Kayal by Julia Sciorra & Family 

9:30 a.m.   Daniel Ochon Jr. by Tom & Jingay Williams 

11:30 a.m.   Living and Deceased Members of the Parish 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Frank Postolowski, Jeanne Paolillo, Christopher Zullo,  
Courtney Colucci, Mercedes Tabije, Ron Fatigate, Vincent 

Brosnan,  Anita A. Herpst, John Chmielowicz,  
Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado, Ann Gallina,  

Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  
Era Ocampo, Homer Pabustan, Ma. Neny Pabustan,   

Nemia Consunto,  Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker,  
Gene Boylan,  John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby,  Matthew Donohue,   
Cristin Famularo,  Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  

Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh,  
Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,   

Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 
Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland,   

Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, 
Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli,   

Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin,  
Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli,  

Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,   
Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina,  
Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon,  

Nicholas Androulidakis 

  

IF YOU NEED ASSISTANCE IN SIGNING UP  TO THIS 
NEW ONLINE GIVING,  

PLEASE CALL THE PARISH  OFFICE. 
WE WILL BE MORE THAN HAPPY TO ASSIST YOU 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

Weekend of 3/9/2020 - $ 2,341.00 
2nd Collection Church Renovation $1,758.00 

Restricted for Utilities - $ 130.00 
 

With your generous stewardship, You are supporting 
 our various Parish Ministries.  Thank You!

PALM SUNDAY –April 4/5   
(MARYREST) 
 Regular Weekend Mass schedule  
 
HOLY MONDAY,  April 6  
 8:00 PM - Chrism Mass, Cathedral 
 
HOLY THURSDAY - April 9  
(SCHOOL GYM) 
 7:00 PM Holy Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 Adoration until Midnight  
 
GOOD FRIDAY - April 10  
(SCHOOL GYM) 
 3:00 PM - Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
 
HOLY SATURDAY - April 11  
(SCHOOL GYM) 
 8:00 AM - Gym Easter Decoration  
           Volunteers needed 
 7:30 PM - Easter Vigil  (SCHOOL GYM) 
  
EASTER SUNDAY - April 12  
(SCHOOL GYM) 
     7:30 AM 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM  
  Easter Egg Hunt after 9:30 Family Mass 
 

HOLY WEEK AND  
EASTER SCHEDULE 


