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Saturday - 9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  
 
 

Sunday - 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  
 
 

Weekday  - 12:00 pm  
 
 

Holy Day & Holiday - As announced in the Parish Bulletin  
 

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday    4:00 pm or by appointment  
Wednesday  during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 

     
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
(after 12:00pm Mass)  
Monday    Immaculate Conception  
Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
Wednesday  Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  
Friday   St. Joseph  

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION  
900 Darlington Ave., Mahwah, NJ 07430          

www.iccmahwah.org     201-327-1276 

JANUARY 13, 2019 

BAPTISM OF THE LORD 

“After the Lord was baptized, the 
heavens were opened, and the 
Spirit descended upon him like a 
dove, and the voice of the Father 
thundered: This is my beloved 
Son, with whom I am well 
pleased.”  

Mt 3:16-17  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My dear parishioners, 
 
Today, we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In 
many ways the story of the baptism of Jesus is a strange one and 
I am sure that many of us are as puzzled by it today as John the 
Baptist and the people gathered by the bank of the River Jordan 
must have been at the time. Today’s Gospel points out that 
before Jesus presented Himself for baptism John had already 
spoken of Him as the one who would baptize others, not with 
water but with the Holy Spirit and with fire. As one of the other 
gospel writers tells us, John in fact questioned Jesus saying that 
he, John, needed baptism from Jesus rather than the other way 
around. And yet Jesus replied that difficult thought it was, John 
had to accept that this was something that, in God’s plan, simply 
had to take place. 
 
Because we know that Christian baptism is so closely linked to 
the idea of forgiveness of sin, we too might wonder why Jesus 
had to be baptized. After all, he had no sin that needed 
forgiveness, and he had no need to turn back to God or open his 
life to God as he was already, and always, fully in communion 
with God his Father. So what, we might ask, is the real meaning 
of the baptism of Jesus? 
 
Part of the explanation, I believe, lies in what happens next in 
the story. As Jesus comes up out of the water the clouds part, the 
Spirit of God descends on Jesus, and the voice of God the Father 
is heard: “You are my son, the beloved. My favor, my seal of 
approval, rests on you". And as the other gospel accounts of this 
event make clear, this voice was heard not just by Jesus alone 
but by those who were also present with Him. 
 
What is happening at the baptism of Jesus is the proclamation 
by God that this Jesus, seemingly a man like everyone else, 
though an extraordinarily good man, is in reality so closely at 
one with God that God calls Him his beloved Son and reveals 
the presence of the Holy Spirit who is always with Him. Just as 
Jesus is proclaimed as the savior of all people, and not just the 
Jews, when the wise men, non-Jews, come from far away to 
worship Him in Bethlehem, and just as Jesus is revealed as the 
bringer of life and joy into people's lives at the Wedding Feast 
of Cana, so today Jesus is revealed in all His glory as the only 
Son of God and the bearer of the Holy Spirit. The baptism of 
Jesus is the confirmation of what St Luke’s Gospel has already 
told us: that Jesus is not just another, though especially good, 
man - Jesus is the presence of God among us. 
 
A proclamation like this calls for a response. It called for a 
response from those who were there at his baptism and from 
those who would encounter Him during his life - and it calls for 
a response from us as well. Our faith is not meant to be a set of 
dry academic teachings. It is meant to be a sincere, enthusiastic 

and ongoing response to the incredible truth that God, who is the 
creator and sustainer of everything that exists, has come among 
us as one of us in Jesus, so that in Jesus we might see the face of 
God, hear His voice, experience His love and mercy, and 
respond to Him in faith. 
 
The words which we hear at the baptism of Jesus find an echo in 
another incident much later in Jesus' ministry. It is the event we 
know as the Transfiguration. On that occasion too those who are 
with Jesus see Him as he really is, transfigured and standing in 
the presence of Moses and Elijah. In the man Jesus they see the 
glory and presence of God and just as at the baptism so here too 
they hear the Father's voice. This time, however, something that 
is only implicit at the baptism becomes very explicit. As well as 
the Father's voice proclaiming, "This is my son, my beloved. He 
enjoys my favour", the disciples also hear the words which 
follow immediately: "Listen to Him". 
 
This of course is the response which God is asking of us as well. 
As Christians it is not enough for us to hold some truths just in 
an intellectual way. Our faith must engage all of us, not just our 
minds. It must, we might say, also engage our hearts if it is to be 
real. And this perhaps is the question today's celebration puts 
before us: in my day to day life, with all its challenges and its 
possibilities, are the eyes of both my mind and my heart fixed 
on Jesus? If he really is God's Son, as today's gospel proclaims 
Him to be, isn't this precisely where my life should be centered? 
Am I really listening to his voice each day? And this leads to an 
even more challenging question: what am I doing to respond to 
this voice, to this call of the Lord in my life? 
 
We do, of course, need to train ourselves to listen - and in our 
noisy and busy lives this is not always easy. Apart from the 
obvious fact that when we come to Mass we have the scriptures 
read and explained for us, one of the reasons why the Church is 
so insistent on the need to come to Mass each week is because it 
provides us with such a precious opportunity to step aside from 
our normal activities and enter into a different space where 
everything is designed to help us enter into a time of 
communion with God. 
 
Today then, let us allow the Gospel to challenge us not in an 
accusing way but with a precious invitation: in Jesus we 
encounter the Beloved Son of God and come to know God, and 
His love for us, in a new and powerful way: why would we not 
want to listen to Him and then respond to Him with love and in 
faith? 
 

 
 

Many of you have 
received emails from 
somebody pretending 
to be me, Fr. JM Manolo 

Punzalan asking for help or soliciting anything 
valuable or even asking you to email back. IT IS NOT 
ME. Please check the email address that the scammer 
is using and if is not the same as the official email 
address of the pastor that is printed in our bulletin, 
then, IT IS A SCAM.   



Tickets can be purchased at the Parish Office or at the door  

$ 7 per child/senior      $10 per adult        $30 per family  
 

Breakfast includes, all you can eat pancakes, bacon, fruit, juice, and coffee.  

 
“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can 
calm the agitations of the soul; it is one of the most 
magnificent and delightful presents God has given 
us.” – Martin Luther 
 
There is no denying we had a beautiful, well 
prepared and solemn liturgies during the 90th 
Foundation Anniversary and the Christmas 
Liturgies. Thanks to our Music Ministry and Parish 
Choir under the leadership of our new Music 
Director, TJ Marden and his associate Paulo Areza.  
 
Through the ensembles at ICC, we have the 
privilege of proclaiming the Gospel, enriching wor-
ship, and helping to draw people closer to God. 
Music allows for a type of expression of praise to 
the Lord that could not be accomplished in any 
other way. All are welcome to participate in this 
vital ministry!  
 
If you cannot commit to a weekly choir rehearsals 

and choir Masses, we will need you to join our seasonal choir for important liturgies and events in our parish. 
 

Rehearsals will be adjusted to your availability.  Please email our Music Director at music@ICCmahwah.org 

Please join us for a Tasty breakfast  

and fellowship 

and support our  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 

After each mass 

 

 

Tickets can be purchased at the Parish Office or at the door  

$ 7 per child/senior      $10 per adult        $30 per family  
 

Breakfast includes, all you can eat pancakes, bacon, fruit, juice, and coffee.  



We will be discussing Edwin O’Connor’s  

published in 1961 and set in Boston,  
it won the Pulitzer Prize for Literature in 1962.  

 
Welcome to Ministry for Maturing Adults! At Immaculate Conception Church, we call ourselves 
ICAPs (Immaculate Conception Adult Parishioners). We are men and women who are 50 
years old or older and we have many gifts to share. At this stage of our lives, we are better able to 
evaluate the past; to know and live more deeply in the faith; and to serve as examples and guides 
for younger generations. Through prayer, education and service, we advance on the road to spiritual 
fulfillment. Our experience, knowledge and wisdom enable us to be witnesses to the true Gospel 
value of our maturing years.  
 
The primary mission of ICAPs is to provide Social and Spiritual support.  We accomplish this 

through regularly scheduled activities that foster relationships within the community.  We embrace our diversity and are enthusiastic 
about participating in Parish activities to the extent we are able. Certain words, such as “senior citizens” and “elderly,” paint a 
picture of aging as a slippage into a diminished status – less energy, less mobility, less functionality. From a more positive 
perspective, maturing adults see their advancing years as a time for spiritual adventure. Maturing adults adopt a vision of aging that 
lifts them up, accents the positive purpose of later life, and connects them with God’s abundant grace. Without spiritual purpose, 
maturing adults can slip into unhealthy behaviors and ageist attitudes that rob them of the joy, richness, and purpose of later life.  
 
We have a monthly meeting every Second Saturday of the month beginning with a Mass at 9:00 AM followed by a breakfast. The 
Breakfast provides an opportunity to socialize and to get to know fellow parishioners.  We also organize day trips to local places of 
interest and longer domestic and international travel excursion. 
 
Come join us as we celebrate the many blessings of these, the best years of our lives! Call 201-327-1276 for more information about 
ICAPs.  

 

FEBRUARY 2/3, 2019 
 

As football teams play each other across the 
country to see who will meet in the Super 
Bowl on February 3, ICAPs are teaming up 
to help those who are hungry.  
 
The Souper Bowl of Caring is an annual by 

collecting donations as parishioners leave after Mass. People are encouraged to give their donations along with 
canned food. The Center for Food Action is the recipient of the donation. Please be generous. 



Memorial gifts to Immaculate Conception Church 
perpetuate the memory of a loved one or honor a living 

person.  
 

SANCTUARY LAMP - The Sanctuary Lamp is lit in honor or 
in memory of your loved ones for a $25.00 donation a week  

 

ALTAR CANDLES - The Altar Candles are lit every Mass in 
honor or in memory of your loved ones for a $25.00 
donation a week  

 

BREAD AND WINE - The Bread and Wine can be requested to 
honor or memorialize a loved one for a $25.00 donation a 
week. 

 

ANNUAL MEMORIAL CANDLES - The donation of $150.00 
for a candle to lit for one full year with your personal 
inscription.  

Please Consider ICC in 

Your Estate Plan 
 
Have you ever heard that phrase? I bet that someplace and 
sometime over the years, you may have run across this 
statement. Maybe you’ve seen it on the back of an envelope or 
in a newsletter? 
 

Have you ever wondered if anyone ever does this? Does anyone 
ever really remember their parish in their will? The simple 
answer is yes. Churches has received many generous bequests 
from a number of estates over the years. Many Catholics have 
determined that they wish to provide for the Church through a 
gift from their estate. Yet I’ve heard it said many times before 
that sometimes, people just don’t consider charitable giving 
when deciding how to make best use of their hard earned 
earthly assets.  
 

When considering gifts to a charity in your Will or Trust please 
remember Immaculate Conception Church. Gifts can be made 
as a restricted donation to the parish in the following manner 
through your Will or Trust: 

 A specific dollar amount. 

 A percentage of your estate. 

 A particular asset such as real estate or other valuables. 

 You may also name the parish as a beneficiary of a 
retirement plan or life insurance policy. 

 

ESTABLISHING AN ESTATE PLAN 
Everyone should have an estate plan comprising of either a will 
or a trust. A will is a legal document that allows you to control 
how your assets are distributed after your lifetime. Without a 
will, the probate court will decide who gets your assets upon 
your death. Typically, the court will split your assets between 
your surviving spouse and children, or your blood relatives. A 
trust allows you to control how your assets are distributed both 
during and after your lifetime. Establishing a trust requires that 
you transfer ownership or title of your assets to the name of 
your trust. Since the trust owns the assets, there is nothing for 
the courts to control when your die. This is beneficial since, 
unlike a will, you avoid all the costs, delays and publicity of the 
probate process.  
 

YOU ARE LEAVING A LEGACY 
No matter how you decide to remember your parish, a gift from 
your will accomplishes several key benefits. It sends a strong 
message to your heirs that the Church played an important role 
in your life. 
 

 It guarantees that your generosity to the Church will be 
continued even after you are gone. 

 It provides important assistance to our parish. 

 It may even provide tax benefits for your heirs. 
 

Talk to your lawyer or financial counselor today about the best 
way for you to remember your parish in your will. 
 

Many Catholics lived lives of stewards while on this earth. 
They gave of their time, talent and treasure. And now, after 
they have been called to a life with Christ, the accumulation of 
their earthly treasure will provide a lifetime of benefit to many 
in our parish. In living the life of stewardship, we give 10% of 
our treasure back to the Lord. Why not consider a gift in our 
will of 10% to the Church? 

IN HONOR OR MEMORY OPPORTUNITIES  

Save the Date Save the Date 



 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

HARRISON HOUSE 

 
Every second Sunday 
and third Saturday our 
Parish is responsible for 
providing a meal for 
residents of Harrison 
House, a residence 
providing comfort to 
those struggling with 
HIV. Volunteers are 
needed to provide a 
meal for 8-10 adults and 
deliver the meal directly 
to the Harrison House 

(located on the premises of New Bridge Medical Center in Paramus).  
 

Please sign up in the back of the church if you wish to extend love to 
our less fortunate brothers and sisters. 
 

Once again, we are preparing the annual tradition of 
honoring those couples in our Archdiocese who will be 
celebrating five, twenty five and fifty years of Christian 
Marriage in the year 2019. These anniversaray liturgies 
will be celebrated by Cardinal Joseph Tobin in the 
Cathedreal basilica of the Sacred Heart in Newark. 
 

April 28, 2019  3:00 PM 50 Years 
June 2, 2019  3:00 PM 5 years and 25 years 

 
It is our desire that every couple inour parish deserving 
such recognition be present at the appropriate liturgy.  
You need to register at the parish office to participate.  

 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Teresa Scanlon, 
Vincent Brosnan, Anita A. Herpst,  Courtney Colucci, 

John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado, 
Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Jay DeVenecia, 

Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny 
Pabustan, Nemia Consunto, Jane Knichel Aldea, Staci 

Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan, John 
Burgio, Judy Byrd, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue, Cristin 
Famularo, Neil Greer (brother of Pat Kamp), Allison 
Florio, Terry Gill, Lynn Goodman (sister of Barbara 

Spielmann), Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Pat Howard,  
Rose Ifebigh, Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini (parents 

of Terri Herpst),  Kelly Kamp, Sue Karlewicz, Ruth 
Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 

Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, 
Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim 
Naucodie, Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew 

Orotelli, Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan 
Parkin, Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis 
Roselli, Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,  

Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul 
Traina, Estella Vercollone,   

Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon,  
Nicholas Androulidakis, Hanna Gehwyler 

  

 

The SANCTUARY LAMP  
burns in honor of  

 

ALL OUR  
GENEROUS DONORS 
FOR THE YEAR 2018 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

Weekend of January 5/6, 2019 

$ 4,767.00 
 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are 
making to our church  Your offerings, of your time, of 
your God-given talents, and of your money, help support 
all that we do at ICC.  Our church could do nothing 
without the faithful offerings of its members. Together, we 
are the Body of Christ.  When we are giving, we are being 
the faithful people God calls us to be. Our offerings bring 
about blessings on many levels. We are transformed, made 
new, through our offerings.  We believe in a God who is 
generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So we are 
called to be generous as God is generous.   

 

Saturday, January 12 
9:00 a.m.      Jim Feehan by ICAPS 
4:30 p.m.      Richard Brady by Kathy Safai  

 

Sunday,  January 13 BAPTISM OF THE LORD 
7:30 a.m.      Dominick Vita by Mary DeJoie 
9:00 a.m.      Florence Bianco by Kathleen Walsh 
10:30 a.m.    Julia Vecchi by Mike & Ellen Alfano 
12:00 p.m.    Living and deceased members of the parish 
 

Monday, January 14 
12:00 p.m.    Puria Justiniano by Priscilla, Jerry, & Justin Schwartz  
 

Tuesday, January 15 
12:00 p.m.    Teresa Ruperto by Priscilla & Jerry Schwartz 
 

Wednesday,  January 16 
12:00 p.m.     Angela Palma by Priscilla & Jerry Schwartz 
 

Thursday, January 17 St. Anthony, Abbot 
12:00 p.m.    Bob Fleissner by Pascual Family 
 

Friday, January 18 
12:00 p.m.    Pauline Kochick by the Barbano & Rotello Families 
 

Saturday,  January 19 
9:00 a.m.      Josephine Valentino by the Geronimo Family 
4:30 p.m.      Carolyn Kiernan by the Kiernan Family 
 

Sunday,  January 20 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
7:30 a.m.      Special Intention by Anthonia Ajao 
9:00 a.m.      People of the Parish 
10:30 a.m.    Fernando R. Solis by Jingay & Tom Williams 
12:00 p.m.    Josephine Zingaro by Lia Chagris 

With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!

 

Baby Sloane Amelia Ritz 
 
 
 
  

Joseph and Lauren Ritz 
Parents 


