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HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 1st Friday   during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Last year, I found myself with some priests from other 
archdioceses and dioceses at a place I never really thought I’d 
be interested in visiting, thinking that it would be boring. After 
expressing a bit of hesitation, I was convinced, invited to 
strongly reconsider, to come to this weeklong gathering of 
priests at the Trappist Monastery of the Holy Spirit, officially 
named Our Lady of the Holy Spirit Monastery located near 
Conyers, Georgia. 
 
Upon arrival to the place, I was overwhelmed how beautiful the 
place is and very conducive to prayer and contemplation. Well, 
of course, we had a very fruitful retreat and the facilitators were 
excellent. However, I would like to tell you of the event that was 
included in our schedule and it is what I will tell you today. 
 
Now, I certainly love nature and experience beauty in creation - 
I even have a few easy-to-care-for-plants in my room - but I 
couldn’t imagine what it would be like walking around for hours 
in one huge greenhouse.  
 
It was one of the most contemplative experiences I’ve had, as I 
was surprised, amazed by beauty, by the uniqueness of each of 
the arrangements, the intricacy of the types of flowers and 
plants. I’m by far no way even closer to being a horticulturalist 
after that one experience - or ever for that matter! – for I just 
killed some few plant I had in my house, but I stand here 
corrected and surprised by the grace of that moment. 
 
One of the spaces that stood out for me was where the Bonsai 
plants were kept. These are the uniquely shaped plants and trees 
that originated in China and Japan. I came to learn that Bonsai 
isn’t the name of the plant. It’s actually the name given to the art 
of growing the plant. In fact, as one of the signs in the Bonsai 
room described, it’s called training the plant, and it can be done 
at any stage of the plant’s life. The age doesn’t matter. As the 
sign reads, “The shape of the plant determines its true character, 
reflecting the skill and knowledge of the gardener.” 
 
On this Third Sunday of Lent, as we approach the halfway point 
of our Lenten journey, the Scriptures bring us into a room of 
plants, where we encounter both the Burning Bush and the Fig 
Tree. In this encounter, with Moses, with Jesus and his disciples, 
we are asked to reflect on not how we are growing or training, 
but on how it is that we are being grown, how it is that we are 
being trained, shaped and re-shaped. It is an important 
distinction to keep in mind and heart. 
 
When we focus on the first - the growing and the training - we 
run the risk of thinking that it’s just about us and, even more, 
that we, in fact, are the ones doing it. When we hone in on the 
second - the being grown, the being trained - the focus shifts 
from us, to the One who is doing the cultivating, the Master 

Gardener, God Himself. This is an important distinction to hold 
onto as it determines how we enter Lent and how we journey 
through Lent to the glory of Easter.  
 
We can easily focus on our Lenten practices, our penances, our 
prayer, fasting, and almsgiving - all wonderful opportunities and 
practices to draw closer to the Lord. But at some point we need 
to be open, we need to shift our focus, not on what we are doing, 
but on what is being done to us and in us, how it is that the 
Master Gardener is cultivating us, shaping us for the sake of the 
Kingdom, for the life of the world. 
 
God doesn’t do this cultivating in isolation. God plants us in 
community, with others. It is in community, in the art of 
growing in communion with one another, that we are cultivated, 
shaped, trained, like the Bonsai, to reflect back our true 
character, to reflect back the work of the Gardener. And this 
work of the Gardener is what we call Mercy. 
 
It is in and through Mercy that we are trained, grown, and 
shaped. It is in our practicing Mercy that we are trained, grown, 
and shaped. It is how we experience Mercy that we are trained, 
grown, and shaped. None of this is easy, in fact it can be 
difficult. We all know this to be true - in how we hurt, or how 
we’ve been hurt; or how forgive and sometimes struggle to 
forgive; in how we hold one another accountable; in how we are 
humbled or practice humility; in how we love. 
 
In one of his sermons, Augustine talks about Mercy as being 
“heart-sore” - that in Mercy, our heart aches for others, our heart 
aches for the Other, our heart aches for wholeness, so much so 
that we are consumed in Mercy, by Mercy, like the Burning 
Bush and, at the same time, are charged not to give up on one 
another, just as God doesn’t give up on caring for us, as we hear 
in the gospel about the gardener not giving up on the Fig Tree. 
 
Lent is a time when the Church calls us to be attentive to this art 
of Mercy - to cultivation and to being cultivated in the garden of 
life. Lent is a word that in its root actually means spring. In 
Lent, there is always the promise of springtime, there is always 
the promise of Easter, where once again we can be surprised by 
grace and reflect back to one another the Art and the Mercy of 
God. 
 
 

In praying the stations we imagine ourselves walking with 
Jesus on this journey. We then link our reflection to whatever 

is going on in our lives today. 

Stations of the Cross 
FRIDAYS OF LENT, after 12 Noon Mass 



Your Easter lilies build a 
beautiful worship space 

The beautiful Easter 
lilies and spring 
flowers that adorn 
our altar and 
sanctuary are a 
special part of the 
celebration of Easter 

at Immaculate Conception Church. We invite all parishioners to 
share in the experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift 
by using the Easter Flowers Memorial Envelopes. Donations 
toward the cost of Easter flowers in the Church may be made in 
memory or honor of your family members and friends. This is a 
wonderful way to remember loved ones, honor friends, and offer 
thanksgiving to God for prayers answered and blessings 
received.  
 

Please place your envelopes in the collection basket or bring 
them to the Parish Office before April 7. Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated. The names of all those for whom our Easter 
flowers are in memory of will be in the parish bulletin on Easter 
Sunday.        

PALM SUNDAY –April 14 
 Regular Weekend Mass schedule 
 
HOLY MONDAY,  April 15 
 8:00 PM - Chrism Mass, Cathedral 
 
HOLY TUESDAY, April 16 
  7:00 PM - Third Series of “Catholicism” 
 
HOLY WEDNESDAY - April 17 
 7:00 PM - Tenebrae 
 
HOLY THURSDAY - April 18 
 9:00 AM - Morning Prayer 
 7:00 PM Holy Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 Adoration until Midnight  
 
GOOD FRIDAY - April 19 
 9:00 AM - Morning Prayer 
 3:00 PM - Liturgy of the Lord’s Passion 
 7:30 PM - The Church in Mourning: 
   A communal prayer and contemplation  
  on the  journey of Christ to the Cross 
 

HOLY SATURDAY - March 31 
 9:00 AM -Morning Prayer 
 10:00 AM - Church & Gym Easter Decoration  
           Volunteers needed 
 8:00 PM - Easter Vigil    
     
EASTER SUNDAY - April 1 
     7:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM  
  Masses in Church  
  10:30 AM - Mass in the School Gym  
  Easter Egg Hunt after Mass 
 
EASTER TUESDAY - April 3 
 7:00 PM - Confirmation  
 
DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY - April 8 
 Regular Masses 
 3:00 PM - Divine Mercy Celebration 

PREVIEW OF HOLY WEEK AND EASTER SCHEDULE 

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONES ON 
PALM SUNDAY 

 

Our Parish Youth Group will sell Palm Crosses on the 
April 6/7 and 13/14, Palm Sunday.  

These Palm Crosses are traditionally placed  on the graves 
of the deceased loved ones. Palms reference Palm Sunday  

and symbolize Christ's victory over death.  

SCRUTINIES FOR ADULTS RECEIVING EASTER SACRAMENTS 
During these remaining Sundays of Lent, we will witness the scrutiny for our adult parishioners who will be admitted to the Catholic 
church, receive the Sacraments of confirmation and Holy communion for the first time during the Easter Vigil. These very special 
rites are celebrated on the middle three Sundays of Lent, at liturgies where the candidates are present.  They have been prepared for 
the past months. Part of their journey is that they have been received among us, the Rite of Acceptance, and they have been accepted 
by Cardinal Tobin at the Cathedral during the Rite of Election last Saturday, March 9. This is a period of more intense spiritual 
preparation, consisting more in interior reflection than in catechetical instruction, and is intended to purify the minds and hearts of 
the candidates as they search their own consciences and do penance.  This period is intended as well to enlighten the minds and 
hearts of the candidates with a deeper knowledge of Christ the Savior.  
 



FRIDAY, MARCH 29; 6:30 PM 
MARIAN HALL 

$ 10 per person, $5 for 12 and under 
Menu:  

Pasta with Sauce or Butter  
(Gluten Free option available)  

Garden Salad, Garlic Bread, Dessert, BYOB 
 

Come enjoy a night with family and friends as the  
Youth of the Parish serve you a delicious pasta dinner.  

WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
This event is a big contributor to the fundraising done by the Youth Group. 
These funds help pay for: busing to the NJ Catholic Youth Rally at Six Flags, 
offset retreat costs, for our Annual Mission Trip, many other things 
throughout the year. For this Pasta Dinner to be a complete success the 
Youth Group is asking for donations of food for the night.  
 

We are looking for: PENNE PASTA, CANNED TOMATOES (CRUSHED, PUREE, 
SAUCE, PASTE), AND DRINKS. Any excess of food will be donated to CFA. 

Please drop off all of your donations outside the Religious Education door. 
Thank you for your support! We will be selling Pasta Dinner Tickets after 
Mass the weekends of March 16th/17 and 23rd/24th.For more information: 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org. 

 

LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 

AND PENANCE SERVICE 

FRIDAY, APRIL 12; 7:00 PM 

 

 During Lent, we are invited to search deeply within our minds and hearts and 
to look at our own hopes for our own lives and for our world. We can rely on 
God’s promise to redeem us from all our iniquities and to never let us walk 
alone. We know that where God is, there can always be hope. Lent can be a 
time when we listen more deeply to hear and respond to the voice of God within 
and around us. Jesus prayed in his deepest agony and it gave him strength to 
continue the journey.  

As part of our Lenten journey we invite you to join us for a special time of prayer, 
reconciliation and healing. Come by yourself, come as a family, or invite a friend who 
has not experienced the sacrament of Reconciliation in some time. Join us as we 
experience the gracious mercy of God’s love! The sacrament of penance is an 
experience of the gift of God’s boundless mercy. Not only does it free us from our sins, 
but it also challenges us to have the same kind of compassion and forgiveness for those 
who sin against us. We are liberated to be forgivers.  Several priests will be available 
for individual confessions.  



 
For the first time, in breathtaking and high-definition cinematography, the truth, goodness, and beauty of 
Catholicism are illustrated in a multimedia experience. Journey with Bishop Robert Barron to more than 50 
locations throughout 16 countries. From the sacred lands of Israel to the beating heart of Uganda; from the 
glorious shrines of Italy, France, and Spain to the streets of Mexico, Kolkata, and New York City; the fullness 
of CATHOLICISM is revealed. Be illuminated by the spiritual and artistic treasures of this global culture that 
claims more than one billion of the earth's people. Learn what Catholics believe and why. Discover the full 
meaning of the faith. 
 

Fr. Robert Barron says: For me,  the high point in the filming it was the Holy Land. It was the first time I had ever been 
there. Being in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was overwhelming. Out of reverence and the religious excitement of 
being there, I knelt down. Our cameraman filmed that and used it in the series. Another highlight was visiting Uganda. I 
teach a number of African students and asked them where I should go to see Catholicism in Africa. All of them said I 
should go to Namugongo, Uganda. There, on June 3, they have a massive liturgy and procession for the martyr Charles 
Lwanga and companions on the site where he was burned at the stake. To see 500,000 African Catholics come with this 
giant procession of priests and bishops was overwhelming. In the video, I use the line about the “blood of the martyrs 
being the seed of Christianity,” and the camera pans back to show this massive gathering. That was an emotional 
highlight for me. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Parish Lenten Series  

Three Tuesdays of Lent  

March 19, April 2 and April 16 

beginning at 7:00 PM in Marian Hall 

 

session will be conducted by 

JENNIFER EDWARDS 

ICC’s former Pastoral Associate 

 

 

 

 

 

A Parish Lenten Series  

Three Tuesdays of Lent  

March 19, April 2 and April 16 

beginning at 7:00 PM in Marian Hall 

 

session will be conducted by 

JENNIFER EDWARDS 

ICC’s former Pastoral Associate 



 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

CATHOLICISM 
...what happened last Tuesday, March 19? 

 
On behalf of Father Manolo and the Spiritual Life Committee, thank you to all who 
attended the first of three Lenten Series –Reverend Robert Barron’s, CATHOLICISM, 
presented to ICC by Jennifer Edwards, ICC’s former Pastoral Associate. 
 
We were blessed with an audience of over 70 of our very own ICC parishioners. The 
evening was filled with a warm welcome to Jennifer Edwards, good dialogue and the 
blessings of the Holy Spirit bringing unity into parish community.  
 
As a result of technical difficulties with a defective DVD player, we watched the 
beginning of Lesson 2-“Happy Are We—The Teachings of Jesus” three times. God had 
another plan! His plan was for us to retreat to Lesson 1-“Amazed and Afraid—The 
Revelation of God Become Man”. His ultimate plan—learn about Him first! 
 
Jennifer Edwards’ poise, elegance, and theological grace turned the unplanned and 
unforeseen Lesson 1 into a thought-provoking evening filled with an engaged audience 
and brilliant discussion. She began with a pivotal turning point in the gospel of Mark and 
ended with one of Jen’s gentle, genuine, heartfelt prayers that we all know and love. 
“Who do you say that I am?” Jesus asks this question to his disciples after teaching them 
about the Kingdom of God leading them to Jerusalem and the cross. They are far away 
from comfortable and familiar surroundings. They are alone with Jesus where people are 
worshiping pagan gods and Caesar. Jesus asks this question to his disciples and it is the 
same question we should ask ourselves as Christians and followers of Jesus Christ. The 
closer we bring ourselves to God, the better we come to know ourselves and we begin to 
understand our calling in this life. When we begin to pursue an intimate relationship with 
God it leads us to a greater trust in God. This has a domino effect—a strong faith in God 
with the ability to take up our cross, follow and worship our God so that we may respond 
to him with an authentic “yes”. You are my God to whom I give thanks and praise. I will 
remain strong, prayerful and faithful. 
 
Come join us on Tuesday, April 2, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. in Marian Hall to watch Reverend 
Robert Barron’s Lesson 2: “Happy Are We--The Teachings of Jesus” and again on 
Tuesday, April 16, 2019 Lesson 8: “A Vast Company of Witnesses—The Communion of 
Saints”. Sincere thanks to all who helped with set up, clean up and desserts. And, finally, 
thank you to those who helped facilitate our discussion. 

 

As we move forward with our pastoral life at Immaculate Conception Church, we all 
know that there are a few changes that we as a community are facing. The church 
renovation is surely becoming a reality. We are hoping to begin construction after 
Easter and for this we have to make the necessary preparations and adjustments 
especially with our Masses. During the renovation period, we will hold our Masses at 
the beautiful chapel of Maryrest Mausoleum. Our weekday Masses will be at the 
Galilee Hall which is still be at 12:00 Noon.  
 

We are also reducing the number of our Sunday Masses to only three from the usual 
four. One consideration about the reduction of Masses is that our church is not being 
used to capacity. The distance between parishioners in attendance at Mass is noticeable. 
With the consolidation of Mass Times, we will be able to get to know other members of 
our community as we share our Eucharistic table. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we 
will have an opportunity to get to know our family better. 
 

Beginning Saturday, May 11, 2019,  
our Vigil Mass will be at 5:00 PM.  

Masses on Sundays, beginning May 12,  
will be at  

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM.   
 

For those who requested Masses for the 10:30 Mass on Sundays, please 
call the parish office to reassign the Mass to either 9:30 or 11:30 AM.  If 
not, we will reassign Masses ourselves and be published in the bulletin 
accordingly.  Masses requested for 9:00 AM Masses will be assigned to 
9:30 AM and those for the 12 Noon will be assigned to 11:30 AM.  



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Frederick Hettinger, Mercedes Tabije, Dominica Mancuso,  
Ron Fatigate, Vincent Brosnan, Anita A. Herpst,   

John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado,  
Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina Consunto,  

Eva Jungay, Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny Pabustan, Nemia Consunto,  
Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan,  

John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos,  
Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue,  

Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  
Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, 

Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,  
Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, Kristen 
Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, Robert Miotto, 

McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, Kunbi Olagbaju, 
Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli, Catherine Pannenbacker,  
Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin, Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, 

Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli, Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, 
Michael Sargenti, Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, 

Paul Traina, Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson,  
Tara Hannan-Karlbon, Nicholas Androulidakis, John Donnangelo 

  
With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

$3,865.00 
 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are making 
to our church  Your offerings, of your time, of your God-
given talents, and of your money, help support all that we do 
at ICC.  Our church could do nothing without the faithful 
offerings of its members. Together, we are the Body of 
Christ.  When we are giving, we are being the faithful 
people God calls us to be. Our offerings bring about 
blessings on many levels. We are transformed, made new, 
through our offerings.  We believe in a God who is 
generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So we are 
called to be generous as God is generous.   

Saturday, March 23 
9:00 a.m.  Ann Klimek by I.C.A.P.s     
4:30 p.m.   Living and deceased members of the Parish 

 

Sunday, March 24 Third Sunday of Lent 
7:30 a.m.    John Pisaniello by John Turano       
9:00 a.m.   Wanda Kowalski by Jean Shignison            
10:30 a.m.  John Cavanagh by James & Maryann Griffin     
12:00 p.m.  Joseph & Isabelle Avanzato by George & Ann Marie 

Kelly 

 

Monday, March 25 the Annunciation of the Lord 
12:00 p.m.  Josephine Valentino by Louann & Peter Demerest 

 

Tuesday, March 26 
12:00 p.m.  James Cavanaugh by James & Maryann Griffin  

 

Wednesday, March 27 
12:00 p.m.   Isabelle Avanzato by George & Ann Marie Kelly 

 

Thursday, March 28 
12:00 p.m.  Special Intention for Miriam Lumbreras 

 

Friday, March 29 
12:00 p.m.  James Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin 

 

Saturday, March 30 
9:00 a.m.  Robert Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin 

4:30 p.m.  Nanette Egan by Marina, Bruce & Family 

 

Sunday, March 31 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
7:30 a.m.  People of the Parish                       
9:00 a.m.   William F.X. Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin  
10:30 a.m.  Karchodorffer Family by James & Maryann Griffin   
12:00 p.m.  Josephine Valentino by Louise & Charles Goldberg & 

Family 

The Bread and Wine  
are offered in memory of  

 

JOSEPH & ISABELLE AVANZATO 
by  

GEORGE AND ANN MARIE KELLY 
 

 
 

APRIL 6, 2019 

Sanctuary lamp 
burns in memory of  

 

FRANK MOSTER 
by  

NANCY MOSTER 
 


