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SOLEMNITY OF THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD 



 
 
 
 
 
 
My dear parishioners, 
 
There’s a wonderful 
legend about the three 
Wise Men. On their 
way to Bethlehem, so 
the story goes, they 
stopped at a little 
Russian village. There, 
they spoke of the 

wonderful Child, the Baby King they were seeking. 
 
The Magi were tired and hungry, but no one offered them any 
food or a place to stay — until a poor woman named Babushka 
put her home at their disposal. After they had eaten and rested, 
Babushka asked many questions. She, too, wanted to see this 
wonderful Child. But first, she had to clean and dust her house. 
 
It was only an hour until sunset. The Wise Men explained that 
when it was dark, the star would appear and then they must be 
on their way. So they told Babushka to get ready if she wanted 
to come along. They said they were heading into town for some 
provisions, and she was to meet them shortly at the city gate. 
 
But Babushka became so wrapped up in cleaning the house that 
the time of meeting went by, and the Magi left without her. Of 
course, she was keenly disappointed. In fact, she scolded her 
house! “House, I hate you! I was your slave. You made me 
busy, so busy that I have missed going with those good men to 
see the King.” 
 
So she sold her home and all her possessions, and she bought a 
camel and many pretty toys for babies. She then set out after the 
Wise Men. But she never caught up with them. 
 
To this day, according to the legend, she is traveling up and 
down the East, looking in every cradle in search of the Christ-
Child. She gives each child a present. For Russian children, 
Babushka is their Santa Claus. But she never found the Baby 
Jesus. 
 
The moral of the story is that too many Christians miss the 
Christ-Child because they are too busy with other things. 
 
But on this Feast of the Epiphany, in the midst of the Christmas 
Season in this Third Millennium since the birth of Christ, we 
can resolve to turn our attention away from the baubles of the 
world to the King of Kings — to Jesus Christ Himself. Let the 
Wise Men show us the way. 
 
In the gospel of today’s mass, we hear how the Magi prostrated 
themselves and did him homage. Then they opened their 
treasures and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 
 
From ancient days, the Church has always taught that there is a 
wonderful symbolic meaning to each of these gifts. 
 
Gold is evidence that Jesus is Lord. He is the King of Kings and 
Lord of Lords. 
 
Frankincense shows that Jesus is divine. He is God’s only 
begotten Son. 

Myrrh was a perfume used to prepare bodies for burial, and this 
gift hints at Jesus’ suffering and death to come. 
 
And how then, as we celebrate Epiphany 2019, might we bring 
our own gold, frankincense and myrrh to Jesus? 
 
The gold is our commitment to live with Jesus as the Lord of 
our lives. It’s our commitment to seek the things God wants and 
to serve God in every area of our lives. Of course, it’s easy to 
nod and say, “Yes, I want to do that!” in the abstract. But it’s a 
lot harder “where the rubber hits the road” — in our actual daily 
living. In our relationships with family members, friends, and 
even people we meet casually at work, in business, at school, 
when we’re out shopping, driving on the road, sitting in the 
movie theatre, standing at the gas pump… Our daily effort to do 
God’s will and serve him in and through all these simple day-to-
day events is the gold we bring to the Christ Child. 
 
Frankincense is our effort to recognize Jesus as the Son of God 
he truly is. When it dawns on us who he is — who he really is 
— we can’t help but respond with praise and adoration and 
thanksgiving… in other words, with worship and prayer. Our 
frankincense might be a new commitment to make prayer a vital 
part of our daily routine. There are lots of ways to do this: 
saying familiar and comfortable prayers, reading the Bible 
slowly and prayerfully, praying the rosary, simply talking 
quietly with God in your own words. There are many ways to 
pray. 
 
And of course, don’t forget mass! Maybe the frankincense we 
need to bring is a promise to be more attentive at mass… or to 
come to daily mass sometimes… or if your Sunday attendance is 
haphazard, offer the frankincense of a new commitment to come 
every single Sunday. Yes, our prayer and worship is the 
frankincense we can bring this Epiphany. 
 
And what about the myrrh we can bring? Perhaps it is being 
more patient and complaining less when it comes to the 
inevitable sufferings in our lives. We can ask for God’s grace 
and the help of the Holy Spirit so we can bear our sufferings in 
union with Jesus. In fact, we can offer the sufferings we endure 
to the Lord so he can use them to redeem the world… to give 
more life to the world. Yes, maybe this is the myrrh we can 
bring today. 
 
My friends in the Lord, the story of the Wise Men bearing gifts 
is more than ancient history. It is an invitation, here and now… 
today… to follow that mysterious star to Jesus Christ and to 
bring him the gift he really wants most: you! 
 
May the blessings and grace of Our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you today and always. Amen!  

 

 
 



Tickets can be purchased at the Parish Office or at the door  

$ 7 per child/senior      $10 per adult        $30 per family  
 

Breakfast includes, all you can eat pancakes, bacon, fruit, juice, and coffee.  

 
“Beautiful music is the art of the prophets that can 
calm the agitations of the soul; it is one of the most 
magnificent and delightful presents God has given 
us.” – Martin Luther 
 
There is no denying we had a beautiful, well 
prepared and solemn liturgies during the 90th 
Foundation Anniversary and the Christmas 
Liturgies. Thanks to our Music Ministry and Parish 
Choir under the leadership of our new Music 
Director, TJ Marden and his associate Paulo Areza.  
 
Through the ensembles at ICC, we have the 
privilege of proclaiming the Gospel, enriching wor-
ship, and helping to draw people closer to God. 
Music allows for a type of expression of praise to 
the Lord that could not be accomplished in any 
other way. All are welcome to participate in this 
vital ministry!  
 
If you cannot commit to a weekly choir rehearsals 

and choir Masses, we will need you to join our seasonal choir for important liturgies and events in our parish. 
 

Rehearsals will be adjusted to your availability.  Please email our Music Director at music@ICCmahwah.org 

Please join us for a Tasty breakfast  

and fellowship 

and support our  

SUNDAY, JANUARY 27 

After each mass 

 

 

Tickets can be purchased at the Parish Office or at the door  

$ 7 per child/senior      $10 per adult        $30 per family  
 

Breakfast includes, all you can eat pancakes, bacon, fruit, juice, and coffee.  



We will be discussing Edwin O’Connor’s  

published in 1961 and set in Boston,  
it won the Pulitzer Prize for Literature in 1962.  

“The Edge of Sadness” by Edwin O’Connor is a 1961 fictional tale of Father Hugh Kennedy, a middle-aged pastor navigating his way in a parish 
strikingly similar to the cinematic St. Dominic’s of “Going My Way.” Father Kennedy, alas, does not have a Bing Crosby colleague in his rectory, 
but a newly ordained Polish curate who “drank the Kool-aid” in his 1950’s seminary and burst forward, bubbling with dedication and ambition but 
without a trace of Augustinian pessimism or realism about human nature. One might ask why a man of Father Kennedy ‘s seniority is exiled to the 
decaying St. Paul’s while his classmate and closest facsimile to a friend, Father John Carmody, enjoys the prestige of the high visibility of the city’s 
flagship St. Raymond. 
 
The author has set us “in medias res” and it is only gradually that we learn Father Kennedy has returned from four years of alcoholic rehabilitation. 
In the book’s first person narrative Father Kennedy connects his surge of midlife consumption to the death of his own father, but a perceptive reader 
will probably pick up on earlier cues of exhaustion, spiritual difficulties, and probably mild depression or dysthymia. It is also fairly evident that 
Father Kennedy’s rehabilitation is not complete, psychologically or ecclesiastically. His enigmatic bishop has placed him at St. Paul’s to ease him 
back from his “disgrace” into the diocesan machinery. As far back as 1960 protecting the corporate image was never far from a bishop’s mind. St. 
Paul’s might be less work but its encroaching death as a viable parish can hardly be considered tonic for a wounded priest’s soul. 
 
Any recovering alcoholic who has “worked the twelve steps” in the jargon of AA is intensely schooled in what the founders called “rigorous 
honesty.” Much of the cathartic drama of this work is Father Kennedy’s involvement with the Carmody clan, a family he has known from 
childhood and which produced his priestly classmate, the aforementioned Father John. Father Kennedy’s first halting steps back into diocesan 
social life are induced by the family’s warm welcome, but there is an agenda: the Carmody clan would today be labeled as dysfunctional, in that 
unique way that one word of truth from an outsider would bring it tumbling into utter chaos. Father Kennedy’s inability to speak the truth to this 
extended presence of a family in his life is his prolonged roadblock to spiritual and psychological wholeness. 
 
The head of the Carmody clan is Charlie Carmody, the very working model of narcissism, self-absorption and cruel indifference to others. I often 
wish that seminaries today offered courses on dealing with S.O.B.’s. Every parish has them, and sacramental protocol over the years has kept 
priests and other parish ministers from protecting themselves from the personality disordered Catholic. Charlie Carmody has sucked the blood out 
of his entire family, and as we eventually learn, particularly from his priestly son. Father Kennedy is surprised at Charlie’s interest in his life and 
through much of the work the priest is left hanging, waiting for the other shoe. The naïve but sympathetic curate believes the crumbling parish is 
about to get a windfall for restoration, but the pastor, like a hardened detective, knows there is more to this story. 
 
Not surprisingly it is multiple crises in the clan that leave an impact upon Father Kennedy. Having witnessed two Carmody denouements in rapid 
fire, he gradually rediscovers the better tenets of his rehabilitation. I would not say that he becomes a happier man, but his duties are less odious, his 
energies more observable, and he is able to talk to his bishop about his future with less of the defensiveness and caginess that so often marks 
chancery communications. 
 
I must say that I fully agree with Ron Hansen’s 2005 introduction regarding the hero’s priestly life style. Virtually nowhere is there an extended 
episode of Father Kennedy exercising priestly ministry. Not a sermon, not a CYO dance, no mention of the content of meditation. (At the risk of 
sounding irreverent, Hugh Kennedy is the antithesis of the Andrew Greeley fictional priests of a later generation.) Hansen refers to this work as an 
American variation on the “Dark Night of the Soul” of St. John of the Cross, and he may be right. 
 
It is certainly true that novelist Edwin O’Connor has knowingly or unknowingly hit the nail on the head regarding at least two facets of priestly life 
that remain true today. O’Connor was not a priest (nor did he drink) but his description of rectory life in 1960 is spot on, and is probably accurate 
today. Rectories are not “homes.” Big or small, they are institutions and extensions of the parish business, built for the convenience of the parish 
public. Rare is the priest who “stays home” on his day off. 
 
The physical situation and lifestyle of the rectory opens the door to a second, and probably more critical, question, one that both Fathers Hugh 
Kennedy and John Carmody wrestle with throughout the book. Exactly who are they supposed to be? Kennedy, from every indication, undertook 
his early days of priesthood with serious dedication to the pastoral (and at times pathological) needs of his charges. Only too late did he discover the 
trap door of his lifestyle, that “parish needs” deplete the spirit while stealing the priest‘s necessary and restorative interior life. In short, a parish 
priest lives a lifestyle where his monastic side suffers from the demands of the marketplace. 
 
It is worth noting that Vatican II opened just a few years after the publishing of this work. It would be satisfying to say that the contradictions 
underscored by O’Connor are a thing of the past. Recent research within the past five years finds that priests are happy—but, they distrust bishops, 
report significant difficulties with the laity, and prefer to live alone. Aside from its literary excellence, this work is a valuable timepiece that in 
many respects can be superimposed on our own times.  



Please Consider ICC in 

Your Estate Plan 
 
Have you ever heard that phrase? I bet that someplace and 
sometime over the years, you may have run across this 
statement. Maybe you’ve seen it on the back of an envelope or 
in a newsletter? 
 

Have you ever wondered if anyone ever does this? Does anyone 
ever really remember their parish in their will? The simple 
answer is yes. Churches has received many generous bequests 
from a number of estates over the years. Many Catholics have 
determined that they wish to provide for the Church through a 
gift from their estate. Yet I’ve heard it said many times before 
that sometimes, people just don’t consider charitable giving 
when deciding how to make best use of their hard earned 
earthly assets.  
 

When considering gifts to a charity in your Will or Trust please 
remember Immaculate Conception Church. Gifts can be made 
as a restricted donation to the parish in the following manner 
through your Will or Trust: 

 A specific dollar amount. 

 A percentage of your estate. 

 A particular asset such as real estate or other valuables. 

 You may also name the parish as a beneficiary of a 
retirement plan or life insurance policy. 

 

ESTABLISHING AN ESTATE PLAN 
Everyone should have an estate plan comprising of either a will 
or a trust. A will is a legal document that allows you to control 
how your assets are distributed after your lifetime. Without a 
will, the probate court will decide who gets your assets upon 
your death. Typically, the court will split your assets between 
your surviving spouse and children, or your blood relatives. A 
trust allows you to control how your assets are distributed both 
during and after your lifetime. Establishing a trust requires that 
you transfer ownership or title of your assets to the name of 
your trust. Since the trust owns the assets, there is nothing for 
the courts to control when your die. This is beneficial since, 
unlike a will, you avoid all the costs, delays and publicity of the 
probate process.  
 

YOU ARE LEAVING A LEGACY 
No matter how you decide to remember your parish, a gift from 
your will accomplishes several key benefits. It sends a strong 
message to your heirs that the Church played an important role 
in your life. 
 

 It guarantees that your generosity to the Church will be 
continued even after you are gone. 

 It provides important assistance to our parish. 

 It may even provide tax benefits for your heirs. 
 

Talk to your lawyer or financial counselor today about the best 
way for you to remember your parish in your will. 
 

Many Catholics lived lives of stewards while on this earth. 
They gave of their time, talent and treasure. And now, after 
they have been called to a life with Christ, the accumulation of 
their earthly treasure will provide a lifetime of benefit to many 
in our parish. In living the life of stewardship, we give 10% of 
our treasure back to the Lord. Why not consider a gift in our 
will of 10% to the Church? 

Save the Date Save the Date 

Candle in front of Virgin Mary  
 burns in memory of  

Bernard & Bonnie Wysocki  
by their daughter  



 

!
 

Saturday - 9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  
 
 

Sunday - 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  
 
 

Weekday  - 12:00 pm  
 
 

Holy Day & Holiday - As announced in the Parish Bulletin  
 

RECONCILIATION  
Saturday    4:00 pm or by appointment  
Wednesday  during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 

     
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
(after 12:00pm Mass)  
Monday    Immaculate Conception  
Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
Wednesday  Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  
Friday   St. Joseph  

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

HARRISON HOUSE 

 
Every second Sunday 
and third Saturday our 
Parish is responsible for 
providing a meal for 
residents of Harrison 
House, a residence 
providing comfort to 
those struggling with 
HIV. Volunteers are 
needed to provide a 
meal for 8-10 adults and 
deliver the meal directly 
to the Harrison House 

(located on the premises of New Bridge Medical Center in Paramus).  
 

Please sign up in the back of the church if you wish to extend love to 
our less fortunate brothers and sisters. 
 

We thank the following families who provided meals during the last 
year 2018. 

The Bender Family 
The Bourgholtzer Family 
The Danylchuk Family 
The DeSantis Family 
The Devine Family 

The Donnangelo Family 
The Faust Family 

The Flatekval Family 
The Horner Family 
The Kelly Family 
The Lane Family 

The Pushie Family 
The Schwick Family 
The Wagner Family 

The Zack Family 



PRAYER REQUESTS 

Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Teresa Scanlon, 
Vincent Brosnan, Anita A. Herpst,  Courtney Colucci, 

John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado, 
Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Jay DeVenecia, 

Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay,  Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny 
Pabustan, Nemia Consunto, Jane Knichel Aldea, Staci 

Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan, John 
Burgio, Judy Byrd, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, 

Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue, Cristin 
Famularo, Neil Greer (brother of Pat Kamp), Allison 
Florio, Terry Gill, Lynn Goodman (sister of Barbara 

Spielmann), Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Pat Howard,  
Rose Ifebigh, Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini (parents 

of Terri Herpst),  Kelly Kamp, Sue Karlewicz, Ruth 
Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, 

Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, 
Robert Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim 
Naucodie, Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, Andrew 

Orotelli, Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan 
Parkin, Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis 
Roselli, Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, Michael Sargenti,  

Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul 
Traina, Estella Vercollone,   

Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon,  
Nicholas Androulidakis, Hanna Gehwyler 

  

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

Weekend of December 22/23 - $ 4,319.00 
 
 

Christmas Collection  
 2018    - $ 24,038.00 
 
 2017 (Last year)  - $ 28,587.00 
 2018 Budget  - $ 30,000.00 

 
 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are 
making to our church  Your offerings, of your time, of 
your God-given talents, and of your money, help support 
all that we do at ICC.  Our church could do nothing 
without the faithful offerings of its members. Together, we 
are the Body of Christ.  When we are giving, we are being 
the faithful people God calls us to be. Our offerings bring 
about blessings on many levels. We are transformed, made 
new, through our offerings.  We believe in a God who is 
generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So we are 
called to be generous as God is generous.   

 

Saturday, January 5 St. John Neumann 
9:00 a.m.      James Walsh by the Walsh Family 
4:30 p.m.      Salvatore & Mary Ruffino by the Family 

 

Sunday,  January 6 The Epiphany of the Lord 
7:30 a.m.      Bernard & Bonnie Wysocki by their Daughter 
9:00 a.m.      Jacob Schatmeyer by the Family 
10:30 a.m.    Living and deceased members of the parish 
12:00 p.m.    Elisa Rosario Marrero by Anthonia Ajao 
 

Monday, January 7  
12:00 pm.      Wysocki & Kowalski Families   

                     

Tuesday, January 8 
12:00 pm     Monica Schweisguth by Monica Schweisguth 
 

Wednesday,  January 9 
12:00 p.m.     Pacing Gurango by Telan & Coralde Families  

 

Thursday, January 10 
12:00 p.m.    Auria Justiniano by Robert Justiniano 

 

Friday, January 11 
12:00 p.m.    Haley Rose Barnum by Sandy Stead  

 

Saturday, January 12 
9:00 a.m.      Jim Feehan by ICAPS 
4:30 p.m.      Richard Brady by Kathy Safai  

 

Sunday,  January 13 
7:30 a.m.      Dominick Vita by Mary DeJoie 
9:00 a.m.      Florence Bianco by Kathleen Walsh 
10:30 a.m.    Julia Vecchi by Mike & Ellen Alfano 
12:00 p.m.    Living and deceased members of the parish With your generous stewardship,  

You are supporting our various 
Parish Ministries. Thank You!

Events and Activities 
PARISH YOUTH GROUP MEETING 
 Every Sunday  -  7:00 - 8:30 PM 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 
 

PARISH CHOIR REHEARSAL 
 Every Tuesday - 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
 music@ICCmahwah.org 

 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 Every Sunday  - 9:00 - 10:30 AM 
 reled@ICCmahwah.org 
  

CONFIRMATION PROGRAM SESSIONS 
 Every Monday  - 7:00 - 8:15 PM 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 
  

ICAPS MEETING 
 Every Second Saturday of the month at 9:00 AM 
 
 

CENTER FOR FOOD ACTION 
 Every Second Weekend of the month 
 

HARRISON HOUSE 
 Every Third Saturday & Second Sunday of the month 
 youthgroup@ICCmahwah.org 


