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HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 1st Friday   during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

OUR FATHER IS WAITING 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our first reading today from the Book of Joshua talks about the 
people of Israel celebrating the Passover. The Passover Seder is an 
occasion to thank and bless God for liberating the Hebrew people 
from their bondage in Egypt. This was a life-changing event in the 
history of the Jewish race. Once they were slaves, and now they 
were free. As St. Paul put it so succinctly in Second Corinthians: 
The old things have passed away; behold, new things have come (2 
Cor 5:17). 
 

There are not so many Jews in the Philippines although Philippines 
was the first one to open its doors to the Jewish people. As the Jews 
were growing increasingly fearful, they left Germany and journeyed 
to an unlikely new home -- the Philippines. About 1,200 European 
Jews fled to the Philippines from 1937 to 1941, escaping the throes 
of the Nazis. Many of the Jews came from Austria and Germany, as 
the anti-Semitic policies including the Nuremberg race laws 
intensified.  
 

While a seminarian, I had known one Jewish family and became 
friends with them. I was invited once as they celebrated the 
Passover with Seders on two consecutive nights. On the second 
night, my friend’s wife went into labor with their first child. I had to 
go with them to the hospital where the baby graciously arrived at 
11:07 pm. 
 

As most new parents will tell you, having a child is definitely a life-
altering event. The old things have passed away; behold, new things 
have come. 
 

I know that the baby absolutely turned my friend’s lives upside-
down. Taking turns with babysitting which at times, they have to 
call me to take turn too. I didn’t know what to do with the dirty 
diapers—so I tossed them out of the 14th floor window. Who says 
Manila isn’t a friendly city? As the baby continued to grow up, 
there were the trips to the emergency room to set various broken 
bones. The complaints from the next-door neighbors when the boy 
turned the garden hose on them. The non-stop expenses of food and 
clothes and school and toys and travel. No matter how you slice it, 
it was abundantly clear that with the boy’s arrival, the old things 
have passed away; behold, new things have come. 
 

If you think about it, it’s pretty evident that life for each and every 
one of us is filled with endless twists and turns and decision points. 
Some of these junctures can be pretty radical: to take one path over 
another means an end to your old life. Behold, new things have 
come. 
 

Maybe it’s choosing a career option that eliminates all others. Or 
choosing a spouse that commits you forevermore to just one person. 
Or having or adopting a child. 
 

Maybe this momentous point in time comes not with something 
you’ve chosen, but with something that’s thrust upon you: like 
having a stroke or heart attack, or winding up in a bad accident, or 

losing a parent or dear friend—or on a happier note, winning the 
lottery. Life can be forever changed. 
Our faith celebrates these key moments as new beginnings. The 
passage in Joshua tells us that after the Passover, the manna 
stopped—after 40 years. Why? Because the children of Israel 
finally crossed over into the Promised Land—and now they could 
feast off the bounty of this land of milk and honey, just as God 
promised. 
 

My friend converted to become Catholic. They no longer celebrate 
the Passover. Why? Because it has been supplanted by the mass. 
Instead of eating mere symbols, now they actually receive the body 
and blood of the Lord. In fact, the sacred elements are sacramental 
signs of a more profound reality yet to come: sharing a proverbial 
Seder with Christ himself in heaven, face to face. 
 

As creatures of genuinely free will and choice, it is up to us how to 
respond to opportunities that present themselves, and how to 
respond to whatever life deals us. We can see the glass as half-
empty or half-full. 
 

The beautiful gospel story of the prodigal son describes how a 
young man who made some poor choices came to his senses and 
decided to come home. His dad was overjoyed beyond words to 
have his beloved boy back. His older brother, though, was angry 
and ticked off that their father was so quick to forgive him and 
celebrate his return. In this fellow’s mind, his younger brother was 
bad news and a sinner. 
 

At this point in Lent, we’ve got to make a choice. Will we be like 
the father: merciful and forgiving—or like the brother: harsh and 
unmoved and holding a grudge? 
 

Before you cast your vote, I urge you to consider that the word 
“sinner” is a terrible social label. It’s a means of excluding some 
people by marking them as deviant or morally inferior. Isn’t this 
just what big brother did? Listen again: But when your son returns 
who swallowed up your property with prostitutes, for him you 
slaughter the fattened calf (Lk 15:30). 
 

You know, so-called sinners don’t have to actually be morally 
inferior. To earn their label, all they have to do is be peculiar in 
particular ways. Single mothers, homeless people, the mentally ill, 
the disabled - all carry social stigma, regardless of their piety or 
moral heroism. But St. Paul tells us clearly today to get rid of these 
labels, and more importantly, these attitudes: God was reconciling 
the world to himself in Christ, not counting their trespasses against 
them and entrusting to us the message of reconciliation. So we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as if God were appealing through us (2 Cor 
5:19-20). 
 

You may be surprised that all the “sinner” stories in the Gospel of 
Luke have one thing in common: in none of them does Jesus correct 
the sinners or call them to change their behavior. Rather, Jesus 
simply enters company with them. 
 

We, too, have to sit with sinners and learn to identify as one. Why? 
Because every one of us desperately needs God’s mercy, too. Do 
you want to be judged as God judge or as you judge? For me, the 
answer is very, very clear! 
 

Let us stop being condescending friends or intolerant relatives or 
unforgiving critics of other people because of who they are or what 
they’ve done. Instead, let us just sit with them exactly the way Jesus 
did. 
 

For most of us, to stop judging takes a pretty radical change in who 
we are and how we view the world. But that’s how we stretch and 
grow in our faith. 



 
For the first time, in breathtaking and high-definition cinematography, the truth, goodness, and beauty of 
Catholicism are illustrated in a multimedia experience. Journey with Bishop Robert Barron to more than 50 
locations throughout 16 countries. From the sacred lands of Israel to the beating heart of Uganda; from the 
glorious shrines of Italy, France, and Spain to the streets of Mexico, Kolkata, and New York City; the fullness 
of CATHOLICISM is revealed. Be illuminated by the spiritual and artistic treasures of this global culture that 
claims more than one billion of the earth's people. Learn what Catholics believe and why. Discover the full 
meaning of the faith. 
 

Fr. Robert Barron says: For me,  the high point in the filming it was the Holy Land. It was the first time I had ever been 
there. Being in the Church of the Holy Sepulcher was overwhelming. Out of reverence and the religious excitement of 
being there, I knelt down. Our cameraman filmed that and used it in the series. Another highlight was visiting Uganda. I 
teach a number of African students and asked them where I should go to see Catholicism in Africa. All of them said I 
should go to Namugongo, Uganda. There, on June 3, they have a massive liturgy and procession for the martyr Charles 
Lwanga and companions on the site where he was burned at the stake. To see 500,000 African Catholics come with this 
giant procession of priests and bishops was overwhelming. In the video, I use the line about the “blood of the martyrs 
being the seed of Christianity,” and the camera pans back to show this massive gathering. That was an emotional 
highlight for me. 

 

 

 

 

 

A Parish Lenten Series  

Three Tuesdays of Lent  

March 19, April 2 and April 16 

beginning at 7:00 PM in Marian Hall 

 

session will be conducted by 

JENNIFER EDWARDS 

ICC’s former Pastoral Associate 

 

 

 

 

 

A Parish Lenten Series  

Three Tuesdays of Lent  

March 19, April 2 and April 16 

beginning at 7:00 PM in Marian Hall 

 

session will be conducted by 

JENNIFER EDWARDS 

ICC’s former Pastoral Associate 



LENTEN EVENING OF REFLECTION 

AND PENANCE SERVICE 

FRIDAY, APRIL 12; 7:00 PM 

 

 During Lent, we are invited to search deeply within our minds and hearts and 
to look at our own hopes for our own lives and for our world. We can rely on 
God’s promise to redeem us from all our iniquities and to never let us walk 
alone. We know that where God is, there can always be hope. Lent can be a 
time when we listen more deeply to hear and respond to the voice of God within 
and around us. Jesus prayed in his deepest agony and it gave him strength to 
continue the journey.  

As part of our Lenten journey we invite you to join us for a special time of prayer, 
reconciliation and healing. Come by yourself, come as a family, or invite a friend who 
has not experienced the sacrament of Reconciliation in some time. Join us as we 
experience the gracious mercy of God’s love! The sacrament of penance is an 
experience of the gift of God’s boundless mercy. Not only does it free us from our sins, 
but it also challenges us to have the same kind of compassion and forgiveness for those 
who sin against us. We are liberated to be forgivers.  Several priests will be available 
for individual confessions.  

 

I have met with the director and the staff of Maryrest Cemetery last Monday, 
March 18. They have informed us that Cardinal Tobin has approved our 
request to use Maryrest Chapel as the venue of our Weekend masses during 
our church renovation period.  

 

It is almost too good to be true, but it is true. They are very accommodating 
to us. We will use the chapel for FREE. They will even purchase new chairs 
if necessary depending on our needs. Musical Organ will be provided for our 
Liturgical Music needs including the sound system and other liturgical 
vessels. They will have their staff work overtime every week and make sure 
that the place is ready for our use including snow removal during snow days. 
There will be sufficient parking spaces for all. All these are for FREE.  
 

When shall we start using this Chapel? Just to infor m you where we are 
right now with our project. Our architects have to make some updating and 
changes to the plans as there are some modifications that we have suggested 
especially with regard to HAV (Heating and Air Conditioning System). The 
move will definitely NOT coincide with the NEW MASS TIMES which 
will begin on Saturday, May 11. 



Your Easter lilies build a 
beautiful worship space 

The beautiful Easter 
lilies and spring 
flowers that adorn 
our altar and 
sanctuary are a 
special part of the 
celebration of Easter 

at Immaculate Conception Church. We invite all parishioners to 
share in the experience through a memorial or thanksgiving gift 
by using the Easter Flowers Memorial Envelopes. Donations 
toward the cost of Easter flowers in the Church may be made in 
memory or honor of your family members and friends. This is a 
wonderful way to remember loved ones, honor friends, and offer 
thanksgiving to God for prayers answered and blessings 
received.  
 

Please place your envelopes in the collection basket or bring 
them to the Parish Office before April 7. Your generosity is 
greatly appreciated. The names of all those for whom our Easter 
flowers are in memory of will be in the parish bulletin on Easter 
Sunday.        

REMEMBER YOUR LOVED ONES ON 
PALM SUNDAY 

 

Our Parish Youth Group will sell Palm Crosses on 
April 6/7 and 13/14, Palm Sunday.  

These Palm Crosses are traditionally placed  on the graves 
of the deceased loved ones. Palms reference Palm Sunday  

and symbolize Christ's victory over death.  

SCRUTINIES FOR ADULTS RECEIVING EASTER SACRAMENTS 
During these remaining Sundays of Lent, we will witness the scrutiny for our adult parishioners who will be admitted to the Catholic 
church, receive the Sacraments of confirmation and Holy communion for the first time during the Easter Vigil. These very special 
rites are celebrated on the middle three Sundays of Lent, at liturgies where the candidates are present.  They have been prepared for 
the past months. Part of their journey is that they have been received among us, the Rite of Acceptance, and they have been accepted 
by Cardinal Tobin at the Cathedral during the Rite of Election on Saturday, March 9. This is a period of more intense spiritual 
preparation, consisting more in interior reflection than in catechetical instruction, and is intended to purify the minds and hearts of 
the candidates as they search their own consciences and do penance.  This period is intended as well to enlighten the minds and 
hearts of the candidates with a deeper knowledge of Christ the Savior.  
 

Saturday, April 6 beginning at 8:00 AM

Come and join our ever energetic Buildings and Grounds Committee for our 
SPRING CLEANING on Saturday, April 6 beginning at 8:00 AM.  We will 
spend the morning cleaning, organizing, and getting rid of clutter, as we prepare 
the church building for Easter and the remainder of 2019 church year.  Plan to 
spend an hour or the entire morning, as we work together to beautify and 
organize our facilities.  Coffee and donuts will be served. 

Four FOCUS MISSIONARIES who are doing missionary work among 
students at RAMAPO COLLEGE are looking for a place to rent when they 
come back next school year 2019-2020.  There should be a separate housing 
for male and female as required by FOCUS ORGANIZATION. It can be any 
accommodation type either a finished basement, a room in your house or a 
completely separate house. Please see the missionaries yourselves or call the 
parish office to arrange meeting with them. Thank you. 



 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

 

As we move forward with our pastoral life at Immaculate Conception Church, 
we all know that there are a few changes that we as a community are facing. 
We are also reducing the number of our Sunday Masses to only three from the 
usual four. One consideration about the reduction of Masses is that our church 
is not being used to capacity. The distance between parishioners in attendance 
at Mass is noticeable. With the consolidation of Mass Times, we will be able 
to get to know other members of our community as we share our Eucharistic 
table. As brothers and sisters in Christ, we will have an opportunity to get to 
know our family better. 
 

Beginning Saturday, May 11, 2019,  
our Vigil Mass will be at 5:00 PM.  

Masses on Sundays, beginning May 12,  
will be at  

7:30 AM, 9:30 AM and 11:30 AM.   
 

For those who requested Masses for the 10:30 Mass on Sundays, please 
call the parish office to reassign the Mass to either 9:30 or 11:30 AM.  If 
not, we will reassign Masses ourselves and be published in the bulletin 
accordingly.  Masses requested for 9:00 AM Masses will be assigned to 
9:30 AM and those for the 12 Noon will be assigned to 11:30 AM.  
 

MASS TIMES CHANGE WILL NOT COINCIDE  
WITH THE MOVE TO OUR  

TEMPORARY MASS VENUE  
AT MARYREST CHAPEL.  

The ICAPs are sponsoring a Defensive Driving Course given by AARP on 
Saturday, April 6th from 9:30 to 4pm in Marian Hall.  The course for AARP 
members is $15 for all others $20.  By taking the course you can receive a 10 
to 15% on your auto insurance bill.  ICAPs will be serving coffee and tea at the 
meeting.  Bring your own lunch or snack as we will have a 30 minute break for 
lunch.  You can pick up an application from the church office or in the back of 
the church.  A completed application with a check or cash attached must be 
handed in by April 1st so that we will have an exact count of how many peo-
ple  will be attending the class. You can put the application in an envelope and 
place it in the collection or give it into the parish office.  

 
On Wednesday, May 1st, from 6:30 p.m. until 9:00 p.m., Saint Joseph 
Regional H.S., Montvale, NJ will be hosting an Open House for prospective 
students (6th, 7th and 8th grade boys) and their families to gain more 
information concerning St. Joseph Regional, its programs & the people who 
make up the SJR community.  SJR students will provide tours (beginning at 
6:45 p.m. & 7:45 pm) and guests will have the opportunity to speak with SJR 
faculty, administrators & parents.  For more information & directions please 
call the school at 201-391-3300 or register at www.sjrnj.org  

http://www.sjrnj.org/


PRAYER REQUESTS 

Frederick Hettinger, Mercedes Tabije, Dominica Mancuso,  
Ron Fatigate, Vincent Brosnan, Anita A. Herpst,   

John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado,  
Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina Consunto,  

Eva Jungay, Era Ocampo, Ma. Neny Pabustan, Nemia Consunto,  
Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, Gene Boylan,  

John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos,  
Kevin Corcoran, Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue,  

Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, Allison Florio, Terry Gill,  
Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, 

Ryan Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz,  
Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger Leon, Vi Ludovici, Kristen 
Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, Robert Miotto, 

McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, Kunbi Olagbaju, 
Patricia Scura, Andrew Orotelli, Catherine Pannenbacker,  
Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin, Rado Petric, Dolores Pieken, 

Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli, Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, 
Michael Sargenti, Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, 

Paul Traina, Estella Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson,  
Tara Hannan-Karlbon, Nicholas Androulidakis, John Donnangelo 

  

With your generous stewardship,  
You are supporting our various Parish Ministries. Thank You!

 

STEWARDSHIP REPORT 
 

$4,353.00 
Restricted Donation for Utilities - $ 275.00 

Archdiocesan Assessment collection - $2,341.00 
 

Thank you for the offerings you have made and are making 
to our church  Your offerings, of your time, of your God-
given talents, and of your money, help support all that we do 
at ICC.  Our church could do nothing without the faithful 
offerings of its members. Together, we are the Body of 
Christ.  When we are giving, we are being the faithful 
people God calls us to be. Our offerings bring about 
blessings on many levels. We are transformed, made new, 
through our offerings.  We believe in a God who is 
generous. And we are created in God’s image.  So we are 
called to be generous as God is generous.   

Saturday, March 30 
9:00 a.m.  Robert Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin 
4:30 p.m.  Nanette Egan by Marina, Bruce & Family 
 

Sunday, March 31 Fourth Sunday of Lent 
7:30 a.m.  People of the Parish                       
9:00 a.m.   William F.X. Griffin by James & Maryann Griffin  
10:30 a.m.  Karchodorffer Family by James & Maryann Griffin   
12:00 p.m.  Josephine Valentino by Louise & Charles Goldberg & 

Family 
 

Monday, April 1 
12:00 p.m.    Mr. Galea by James & Maryann Griffin   
 

Tuesday, April 2 
12:00 p.m.    Thanksgiving for Pancho Diaz Jr. by Miriam Lumbreras   
 

Wednesday, April 3 
12:00 p.m.    Frank Ascione by Catherine Ilardi   
 

Thursday, April 4 
12:00 p.m.    Marie Demartino by Catherine Ilardi 
 

Friday, April 5 
12:00 p.m.    Patricia Reddan by James & Maryann Griffin 
 

Saturday, April 6 
9:00 a.m.      Mr. & Mrs. Reddan by James & Maryann Griffin   
4:30 p.m.      Roland Chmielowiec by the Family 
 

Sunday, April 7 Fifth Sunday of Lent 
7:30 a.m.      Patrick Roe by the Family               
9:00 a.m.      Harley Detweiler by the Family                   
10:30 a.m.    People of the Parish                
12:00 p.m.    Thanksgiving by the Ajao Family     

The Bread and Wine  
are offered in memory of  

 

REYNERO & FABIOLA PUNZALAN 
by  

FAMILY 
 

 
 

This week Not By Bread Alone will be discussing 
Basil Pennington’s book, Seeking his Mind, 4o 
Meetings with Christ   Pennington has given us 4o 
readings from the Gospels and brief thought provoking 
reflective comments in each.   This book is a perfect 
set of reflections for Lent and can be had used on 
Amazon form about $6.  At least some of these 
reflections will grab your attention and focus your 
thoughts on a Lenten theme.    There are also several 
copies in circulation around the Parish.  If you can, 
please join us for an hour at Panera Bread on Sunday, 
March 31st (Rt 17 North Next to Staples) at 5:00PM.   


