
April 14, 2019 

IMMACULATE CONCEPTION CHURCH 
900 Darlington Ave., Mahwah, NJ 07430          
www.iccmahwah.org  *  201-327-1276 

HOLY MASS 
 

Saturday  
9:00am and 4:30pm (Vigil Mass)  

 

Sunday  
7:30, 9:00, 10:30 and 12:00 pm  

 

Weekday  
12:00 pm  

 

Holy Day & Holiday  
As announced in the Parish Bulletin  

!
 

RECONCILIATION  
 Saturday   3:30 pm or by appointment  
 1st Friday   during the Eucharistic Adoration 
 

HOLY ROSARY    
 Daily at 11:40 am (before Mass) 
 

WEEKLY DEVOTIONS  
 (after 12:00pm Mass)  
 Monday   Immaculate Conception  
 Tuesday & Thursday The Chaplet of the Divine Mercy 
 Friday  St. Joseph 
 First Friday    Eucharistic Adoration  & Benediction  

We all face difficulties from time to time.  Where do you find hope in the midst of troubled relationships, self-
esteem struggles, loss of work, temptation, money problems, or suffering? This Holy Week, we invite you on our 
journey to hope as we travel with Jesus to the cross and discover his AMAZING LOVE for all of us. Along the 
way to Easter, we will discover the Hope that can be found, even as we encounter some of life’s most difficult 
circumstances.   

 

As a week of renewal, Holy Week is a perfect time to prepare your heart and mind for the hope of Jesus Christ.  
To that end, we would encourage you to commit yourself to spiritual disciplines, such as daily prayer, the Holy 
Eucharist, Christian conversion through penance and reconciliation, generosity, and witness to others.   

 

Let us resolve to come to all of the Holy Week Liturgies beginning on Palm Sunday as we progress to Holy 
Thursday where we share the meal with our Lord and on to Good Friday where darkness is prevalent throughout 
the church for the passion and death of Jesus. Then on Easter Sunday life and light is back in the church as a 
congregation shouts, “Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed! Alleluia.”  



Holy Week is a bizarre juxtaposition of 
two kinds of passion. In the early part of 
the week we witness the passion of a 
hyped-up crowd screaming their 
affirmation that Jesus is king as he rides 
humbly into Jerusalem on a borrowed 
donkey. Later in the week we witness 
Jesus’ own passion as he walks resolutely 
into the final stages of God’s plan for our 
redemption. 
 
Many churches that worship liturgically 
and follow the lectionary live both 
passions on the sixth Sunday of Lent—
they stage a processional with palm 
branches early in the service and then 
read the Liturgy of the Passion in its 
entirety later on in the service. 
 
Today, we participate in the Liturgy of 
the Passion by reading the parts spoken 
by the fickle crowd. It is very sobering to 
move from crying out in loud voices, 
“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord!” to shouting, 
“Crucify him! Crucify him!” It is a true 
beginning to the intense and conflicting 
emotions of this week in which we seek 
ways to walk with Christ and participate 
in his passion. 
 
Holy Week is the week in which we as 
Christians give ourselves most fully and 
completely to worship. Every year at this 
time we have the opportunity to choose 
as best as we can to deepen our 
friendship with Christ by staying with 
him and learning from him as we take 
this particular journey—from the triumph 
of Palm Sunday through the darkness and 
death of the crucifixion to the victory of 
the Resurrection. 
 
As we seek ways to share the events of 
this week with Jesus, we respond to his 
deep and consistent desire to be with 
those he loves, those whom he has 
chosen. 
 
Make no mistake—the invitation to walk 
with Christ through the events of Holy 

Week is a challenging one. It is an 
invitation to learn how to be like Christ—
not just during the triumphs of Palm 
Sunday when everything is as we hoped 
it would be—but also how to be like 
Christ in the midst of betrayal, violence, 
pain, struggle, and death. If we’re honest, 
we might admit that we would prefer to 
skip right to the Resurrection!  
 
As challenging as it is, walking with 
Christ during Holy Week is part of our 
discipleship. It is an act of love and 
friendship with Christ, a gift of staying 
present with him during the hardest and 
most unnerving part of his journey. We 
do this because he has asked us to remain 
near him, awake and alert. It is the gift of 
ourselves, which is the truest gift we have 
to give. 
 
It is always a joy to celebrate the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ with strongly 
attended worship services on Easter 
morning. Our worship services and 
fellowship time are excellent 
opportunities to invite our friends and 
neighbors to find a church home with us 
at ICC as we celebrate Easter together. 
Yet, keep in mind that the good news of 
Easter is made even more relevant when 
we couple the empty tomb stories with 
the passion stories of the Last Supper, 
Jesus’ arrest in Gethsemane, trial and 
crucifixion anguish. 
 
During Holy Week, every evening, we 
have events and services you can attend 
to recall the darkness and light of this 
church season. Consider coming to each 
and every one of these and experience all 
the richness of the Holy Week and Easter 
faith stories. The increasing solemnity of 
the week will culminate with joyous 
Masses celebrating Christ's resurrection 
beginning on Easter Vigil and continuing 
to Easter Sunday. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

PARISH OFFICE  

CLOSED   

 

April 18, Holy Thursday 

April 19, Good Friday 

 

April 22, Easter Monday 
Mass on this day is at 9:00 AM 

 

A papal nuncio (officially known as an 
Apostolic nuncio) is a permanent 
diplomatic representative of the Holy 
See (Vatican) to a country having the 
rank of an ambassador.  Papal 
representatives to other 
intergovernmental organizations such as 
the United Nations (UN) and the 
Organization of American States are 
known as "permanent observers."  
 
 

 
We are blessed to have the Papal 
Nuncio, the Vatican ambassador and 
representative of Pope Francis to the 
United Nations come to us on 
Saturday, April 20 to lead us in our 
Easter Vigil Liturgy beginning at 
8:00 PM.  
 
The Easter Vigil liturgy is the most 
beautiful liturgy in the Roman 
Catholic Church which marks the 
beginning of Easter. We are awaiting 
our master's return with our lamps 
full and burning, so that he will find 
us awake and seat us at his table (cf. 
Luke 12:35ff). All Catholics should 
try to attend this beautiful service.  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ambassador


During Holy Week, Chrism 
Mass in an important liturgical 
celebration that only takes 
place in the cathedral, but 
touches many lives in every 
parish in the diocese. It is also 
the occasion at which the 
priests of the archdiocese 

concelebrate Mass with the bishops to manifest the unity of the presbyterate (the priests),  the episcopate 
(the bishops) and the laity. There are two parts to the Chrism Mass.  

 

The first is the Renewal of Priestly Vows. It is particularly appropriate for priests to reflect on this day on 
their vocation, which is to love and serve God's people, and care for them especially through the celebration of the sacraments. It is 
also a good day for all the People of God to pray for their priests, and to pray for vocations to the priesthood. That is why, it is 
important for parishioners to be present at the Chrism Mass.  

 

The second part is the Blessing of the Holy Oils which will be used in the coming year.  
The Oil of the Sick - used in the Sacrament of Healing. Whenever we are seriously ill, we should ask a priest for this sacrament. It is a reminder to 
us that God never abandons us and is always longing to save us and raise us up. 
The Oil of Catechumens - used to anoint those who are preparing for Baptism strengthening those who are seeking to follow his son, and a 
rejection of Satan who is exorcised from those approaching baptism. 
The Oil of Chrism - used to anoint the baptized at their confirmation, and those being ordained. A sweet smelling perfume is mixed with the oil, 
and the bishop breathes over it during the consecration prayer. This is the great sacrament by which we are indeed anointed, chrismated. Priests are 
anointed on their palms at their ordination, and bishops on their heads, a sign of their consecration to God's service.  

 

After the Chrism Mass the priests collect their supplies of oil for use in their parishes for the coming year. We then welcome the 
Holy oils at the beginning of the evening Mass of the Lord's Supper on Holy Thursday. 

HOLY MONDAY -  April 15, 7:30 pm 

Cathedral Basilica of the Sacred Heart, Newark 
Everybody is invited to come to the Chrism Mass 

The celebration of Holy Week evokes a rich symbolism and spiritual meaning to the 
faith we Catholics profess. It is a time when the Catholic Church offers the very best in 
public prayer experiences. One such service celebrated as an introduction to the Sacred 
Triduum: Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday is called “tenebrae”.  
Tenebrae (Latin for shadows or darkness) is that part of Liturgy of the Hours that was 
celebrated in the evenings during the Triduum and dates from the 7th or 8th century. The 
mood is somber, quiet and reflective. The word itself means “darkness” in reference to 
the darkness held in the heart of the church during the days and hours of our Lord’s 
passion, death and resurrection. It is a beautiful part of Holy Week that immerses the 
Christian faithful into the death of Christ and makes the lighting of candles at the Easter 
Vigil even more dramatic. During Tenebrae the church is shrouded in darkness as the 
church mourns her bridegroom Jesus Christ.  

HOLY WEDNESDAY  

        April 17, 7:00 pm 

The Church’s song of mourning for her      
            betrayed, crucified, buried  bridegroom  
            Jesus Christ 

For the first time, in breathtaking and high-definition cinematography, the truth, goodness, and beauty of 
Catholicism are illustrated in a multimedia experience. Journey with Bishop Robert Barron to more than 
50 locations throughout 16 countries and see the fullness of CATHOLICISM is revealed. Be illuminated 

by the spiritual and artistic treasures of this global culture that claims more than one billion of the earth's people. Learn what 
Catholics believe and why. Discover the full meaning of the faith. 

HOLY TUESDAY -  April 16, 7:00 pm 

THE CATHOLIC FAITH AS YOU'VE NEVER SEEN IT BEFORE 
  A journey around the  world and deep into the heart of faith 

  
 
 

Our  
2019  

PASCHAL CANDLE  
is dedicated  
in memory of 

LAURO & CONCEPTION  
LUMBRERAS 

by Miriam Lumbreras 
 

and 
 for the intentions of  

JAMES & VEBIAN 
CHANG  
& FAMILY 



Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament following Mass until Midnight 
The action of the Church on this night also witnesses to the Church's esteem for Christ's Body present in the 
consecrated Host in the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, carried in solemn procession to the Altar of 
Repose, where it will remain "entombed."  Parishioners are invited to participate in a quiet prayer vigil at the Altar of Repose which 
commemorates Jesus' time spent praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. All of the altar coverings and decorations are removed after 
the Eucharist. Since the altar in these traditions symbolize the Christ, the "stripping of the altar" symbolizes the abandonment of 
Jesus by his disciples and the stripping of Jesus by the soldiers prior to his crucifixion.  Prayer Vigil ends at 12:00 Midnight.  

7:00 PM

COMMUNAL MORNING PRAYER 
 During TRIDUUM: Thursday, Friday & Saturday,  9:00-9:30 am - Church 

HOLY THURSDAY is the beginning of the EASTER TRIDUUM. It is the most complex and profound of all religious 
observances, saving only the Easter Vigil. At this evening Mass, after the bells ring during the Gloria, they are never rung  again 
until the Easter Vigil. This is the MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER which celebrates the institution of the EUCHARIST, the 
institution of the PRIESTHOOD and provides a visible reminder  of our mission to serve one another in imitation of Christ. It is 
traditionally called “Maundy Thursday.” Its name of "Maundy" comes from the Latin word mandatum, meaning "command." This 
stems from Christ's words in John 13:34, "A new commandment I give unto you." Included in the liturgy is the Washing of the Feet 
which underscores a powerful symbol of Jesus' servant ministry, and our calling to serve others in his name.   

 

 

3:00 PM 
Good Friday, the second day of the TRIDUUM, the church commemorates Jesus’ arrest, His trial, crucifixion and 
suffering, death, and burial.  In spite of the solemnity of Good Friday worship, it is not by any means a funeral service 
for Jesus.  It is rather a time of quiet and serious contemplation on His great saving work.  Good Friday services aim at 
allowing us to experience some sense of the sacrifice & humiliation which ends in the journey to the cross. The liturgy is 
marked by austerity and silence.  On this day, the entire Church fixes her gaze on the Cross at Calvary. Each member of 
the Church tries to understand at what cost Christ has won our redemption. In the solemn ceremonies of Good Friday, in 
the reading of the Passion and the General Intercession, in the Adoration of the Cross, and in receiving Communion, we 
unite ourselves to our Savior, and we contemplate our own death to sin in the Death of our Lord.   

 

The Church - stripped of its ornaments, the altar bare, and with the door of the empty tabernacle standing open - is as if 
in mourning.  No Mass is celebrated on this day, but  Communion, in the species of bread, which had already been 
consecrated on Holy Thursday, is given to the people. The omission of the Eucharistic Prayer and Consecration deepens 
our sense of loss because the Mass throughout the year reminds us of the Lord's triumph over death, the source of our 
joy and blessing. The Good Friday liturgy is composed of three distinct parts: readings and prayers, including the reading 
of the Passion according to St. John; the veneration of the cross; and a communion service.  



THE VENERATIONOF THE CROSS 
Adoration or veneration of an image of Christ's cross does not mean that we are 
actually adoring the material image, of course, but rather what it represents.  
 
We will venerate the RELIC OF THE TRUE 
CROSS OF JESUS CHRIST. In addition to 
the RELIC OF THE TRUE CROSS OF CHRIST, 
Fr. Manolo brought this OLIVE WOOD CROSS 

from the HOLY LAND. It was touched to the spot where the CROSS OF JESUS stood in 
Golgotha; to the STONE OF UNCTION where the body of JESUS was anointed with myrrh 
and prepared for burial and to the stone where JESUS was laid in the TOMB.       

 

In kneeling before the crucifix and kissing it, we are paying the highest honor to our Lord's 
cross as the instrument of our salvation. Because the Cross is inseparable from His sacrifice, 
in reverencing His Cross we are, in effect, adoring Christ. Thus we affirm: 'We adore You, O 
Christ, and we bless You, because by Your Holy Cross You have Redeemed the World.'  

 

 

THE CHURCH IN MOURNING: The death of the MESSIAH, 7:30 PM 
 
A communal prayer and contemplation on the journey of Christ to Calvary and His death on 
the Cross. The service includes musical meditations and media presentation.  Listen to the 
voices of those who encountered Jesus, those were at the trial, those who were on the way of 
the cross and those who saw him die on the cross. Listen to the grief of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary and the apostles and those people whom he touched. 
 

 

In contrast to the simplicity of the liturgy of Good Friday, the Easter Vigil teems with 
an abundance of images, rituals, gestures, litanies, processions, and stories that connect 
us to the almighty power of a loving God who breaks into our history, and even our 
individual stories, to save us. Only the most striking images are captured here. Suffice it 
to say that this is one liturgy you don’t want to miss. 

  

Darkness and Light. The Easter  Vigil begins outside the church at nightfall. We 
gather around the new Easter fire, a symbol of the light of Christ that illumines the 
darkness and gives hope to our lives. The priest blesses the fire and the new Paschal 
candle which is then lit by the fire. Each of us has  a small candle with which we pass 
the light of Christ from one to the other. The Light of Christ precedes us into the 
darkened church, chasing away all the shadows of fear, sorrow, sinfulness and death 
and replacing it with the glorious fire of God’s mercy and love. 

 

The Great Story. In the light of the new Easter fire, we recount, from the very 
beginning, the great stories of God’s immense love for us. We hear how God created 
the heavens and the earth; how God saved the Israelites from slavery in Egypt; how 
God will never leave us orphaned; how God renews his covenant of love with us even 
when we sin; how God clothes us in splendor; how God restores us to wholeness. This 

great retelling concludes with the greatest story of all: Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. These are not stories about people who 
lived a long time ago. These are our stories. What happened long ago still happens today. This is our story of our God who has 
deeply loved us from the beginning and will love us to the end and beyond.  

 

The Waters of Rebirth. From the beginning of Lent, we have journeyed with those who are  prepar ing to be received as 
Catholics, adults who will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation and First Communion this night.  
 

Gratitude and Joy. Our joy is not complete, however, until all of us gather around the altar of the Lord to receive him in the 
sacrament of the Eucharist.  
 

Bring a small bell to  the liturgy to ring during the singing of  the Gloria. 

 

APRIL 20, 8:00 PM



The Bread and Wine  
are offered in memory of  

 

GERRY & GENE HEITSHUSEN 
by  

Gerry Chanod 
 

 
 

Sanctuary lamp 
burns in memory of  

 

WILLIAM ANDOUNIAN 
by  

Gerard Kanczewski and Karen Andounian 

 

April 21 

7:30 AM, 9:00 AM and 12:00 PM Masses are in Church 
10:30 AM Mass is at the School Gym 

 

Easter is a day of celebration because it represents the fulfillment of our faith as Christians. Saint Paul wrote that, unless 
Christ rose from the dead, our faith is in vain (1 Corinthians 15:17). Through his death, Christ saved mankind from 

bondage to sin, and He destroyed the hold that death has on all of us; but it is His Resurrection that gives us the 
promise of new life, both in this world and the next. That new life began on Easter Sunday. In the Our 

Father, we pray that "Thy Kingdom come, on earth as it is in Heaven." And Christ told His 
disciples that some of them would not die until they saw the Kingdom of God "coming in 

power" (Mark 9:1). The early Christian Fathers saw Easter as the fulfillment of that 
promise. With the resurrection of Christ, God's Kingdom is established on earth, 

in the form of the Church. Easter isn't a spiritual event that happened just 
once, long ago; we don't say "Christ has risen" but "Christ is risen," 

because He rose, body and soul, and is still alive and with us 
today. That is the true meaning of Easter. 

Join us to decorate our  Church for our 
Holy Week  and Easter Liturgies 

Monday, April 15 beginning at 11 am onwards 
SCHOOL GYM for EASTER DECORATION 

 

Wednesday, April 17 beginning at 9PM 
CHURCH HOLY for THURSDAY MASS 

 

Friday, April 18 beginning at 9AM 
CHURCH for GOOD FRIDAY LITURGY 

 

Saturday, April 20 beginning at 9AM 
CHURCH for EASTER VIGIL LITURGY 

 
 
 
 CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES 

CONFIRMATION MASS  
Tuesday, April 23, 7:00 PM - School Gym 

 

FIRST COMMUNION CHILDREN 
FIRST COMMUNION MASS  

Sunday, May 5 at 10:30 AM Mass 



 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

Frederick Hettinger, Mercedes Tabije, Dominica Mancuso, Ron Fatigate, Vincent 
Brosnan, Anita A. Herpst,  John Chmielowicz, Belisario Machado, Sandra Machado,  
Ann Gallina, Helen Gallina DeLucca, Katrina Consunto, Eva Jungay, Era Ocampo, 
Ma. Neny Pabustan, Nemia Consunto, Staci Alfano,  Frank Arcaroli, Suzann Baker, 

Gene Boylan, John Burgio, Loretta Carroll, Jorge Castellanos, Kevin Corcoran,  
Sean Crosby, Matthew Donohue, Cristin Famularo, Neil Greer, Allison Florio,  

Terry Gill, Lynn Goodman , Leighton Heisey, Frank Howard, Rose Ifebigh, Ryan 
Ilardi, Tony & Mary Jacobini Sue Karlewicz, Ruth Kavanagh, John LaBruna, Roger 

Leon, Vi Ludovici, Kristen Mansfield, Joshua McGrath,  Cassidy McPartland, Robert 
Miotto, McKenna Morey, Fe Murphy, Kim Naucodie, Kunbi Olagbaju, Patricia Scura, 
Andrew Orotelli, Catherine Pannenbacker, Francis Paolillo, Joan Parkin, Rado Petric, 

Dolores Pieken, Andrew Pisani, Louis Roselli, Jake Santoriella, Laura Sardone, 
Michael Sargenti, Kathleen Sinclair, Jeff Steele, Marlene Terhune, Paul Traina, Estella 

Vercollone,  Cesar Mamayson, Tara Hannan-Karlbon, Nicholas Androulidakis,  
John Donnangelo 

 

Saturday, April 13 
9:00 a.m.       Jack Vanderbeek by I.C.A.P.s                     
4:30 p.m.       Teresa Scanlon by Fran Schwick 
 

Sunday, April 14 Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
7:30 a.m.       Conchita Herrera by Mike & Irene Zdanis                 
9:00 a.m.       Natividad Moreno by the Family                  
10:30 a.m.     People of the Parish     
12:00 p.m.     Josephine Zingaro by Lia Chagris  
Monday, April 15 
12:00 p.m.     Deceased members of the Sands & Feehan Families by the Feehan 

Family 
Tuesday, April 16 
12:00 p.m.    William Andounian by Gerard Kanczweski & Karen Andounian 
Wednesday, April 17 
12:00 p.m.    Edward Chanod by Gerry Chanod 
Thursday, April 18 Holy Thursday  
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayers 
7:00 p.m. - MASS OF THE LORD’S SUPPER  - For all priests  
Friday, April 19 Friday of the Passion of the Lord 
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayers 
3:00 p.m.  - LITURGY OF THE LORD’S PASSION             
Saturday, April 20 Holy Saturday 
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayers 
8:00 p.m.  - EASTER VIGIL - Living and deceased members of the parish 
Sunday, April 21 EASTER SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD 
7:30 a.m.    Living and deceased members of the parish 
9:00 a.m.       Living and deceased members of the parish              
10:30 a.m.     (SCHOOL GYM) - Living and deceased members of the parish 
12:00 p.m.     Living and deceased members of the parish 

FR. JM MANOLO A. PUNZALAN, STL-MA 
Pastor 
Fr.Manolo@ICCMahwah.org 
 

ADORNO FATHERS 
SALESIANS OF DON BOSCO 
FR. DOROTEO LAYOSA 
Weekend Clergy Assistants 
 

LAY PASTORAL STAFF 
The Pastor serves as the Director of  
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
 

JACQUELINE OPRYSKO  
Youth Ministry Coordinator 
youthgroup@ICCMahwah.org 
 

THOMAS  JOHN MARDEN 
Music Director 
music@iccmahwah.org 
 

PAULO CHRISTOPHER AREZA 
Associate Music Director 
music2@iccmahwah.org 
 

THERESA HERPST  
Spiritual Life Ministry Coordinator 
therpst@optonline.net  
 

PEG THORNTON 
4:30, 7:30 & 9:00 Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 
pegthornton7@verizon.net  
 

ANN MARIE KELLY 
Baptismal Preparation Coordinator 
10:30 & 12:00  Liturgical Ministers’ Coordinator 

amrak@optonline.net  
 

ROBERT HERPST  
RCIA Coordinator 
rherpst@optonline.net  
 

SUSAN MURKEN 
Altar Servers’ Coordinator 

skmurken@gmail.com  
 

LORENE COX 
Social Events Coordinator 
Sacristy Supervisor 
 

KATHY DEVINE 
Social Events Co-Coordinator 
 
 

FINANCIAL & MANAGEMENT STAFF 
 

JOSEPHINE BALSAMO 
Office Manager 
info@ICCMahwah.org 
 

FRED HAITZ   
SUSAN BUTLER 
Trustees 
 

RICHARD WOLF 
Chairman, Parish Finance Council 
 

JOHNNY BELGIRA 
Bookkeeper/Accountant 
finance@ICCMahwah.org 
 

JOE KEYS 
Chairman, Buildings and Grounds 
 

GARY BARBEAU 
JOHN EGAN 
Property Maintenance Supervisors 

Regular Collection - $5,732.00 
Restricted for utilities - $190.00 

Collection for Youth Ministry Program - $988.00 
 

PLEASE RTURN YOUR 
“GIVING UP TO GIVE” LENTEN BOXES 

ANYTIME THIS WEEK 


